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CIVIC DESIGN 
(CONTINENTAL town planning and the grand manner 
~ in civic design have always been more admired than 
imitated in this country. The reasons for this are probably 
to be found as much in our individualism and love of 
improvisation as in the fact that the ambitions of our 
monarchs, protectors and prelates (unlike those of Conti- 
nental rulers) have rarely run much in the direction of civic 
development. Even when they have, as in the days of the 
Regency, it has generally been left to private enterprise to 
implement them. The formal developments on which we 
most pride ourselves, such as the layout of the West End 
estates in the seventeenth, eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries, Owe their existence not to the imperious com- 
mand of some great overlord but to the enlightened seif- 
interest of private landowners, their surveyors and the 
enterprise of private builders. 

Civic design, of course, has not been literally neglected 
in this country, as Sir Albert Richardson seemed to suggest 
in his recent paper at the Town Planning Institute (some 
extracts from which are given elsewhere in this issue). In 
point of fact, it has been quite intensively studied for the 
past 50 years or so. It is true, however, that we came to 
it very late in the day. Laissez-faire was not always a term 
of reproach, and with a certain amount of reason. Indeed, 
accidental informality often has unique charms. The 
oblique and sinuous Ludgate-hill approach to a non-axial 
St. Paul’s, which slowly emerges from an irregular huddle 
of miscellaneous architecture as we walk, or the sudden 
vision of picturesque splendour coming unexpectedly at 
the eastern end of the canyon of Victoria-street has for 
many a greater aesthetic appeal than the approach to the 
obvious symmetricality of the Continental place, however 
grand the effect. Nevertheless, it has to be admitted that 
the accidental in “ planning ” can and often does result in 
ugliness, danger, inconvenience and general wastefulness. 
To-day, the town planner must think not, as formerly he 
often did, in the terms of grandiose vistas and imposing 
elevations but primarily in those of convenience and 
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Incorporating ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, LONDON, WC2 
Telephones: Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 


NEWS SUMMARY 
COMMENTS on Sir William Holford’s scheme for the St. Paul's 


area are made by our reviewer who describes it as “ interesting 
and imaginative but not exempt from criticism. p. 290 
17 THE RIBA DINNER at Guildhall last Friday Sir William 
Holford’s scheme for the development of St. Paul’s precincts 
was warmly commended by Mr. Basil Spence. p. 302 
THE ANNUAL REPORT of the Architects’ Registration Council 
indicates that consideration is being given to the circumstances 
in which an architect's name may appear in the lay or technical 
Press and on tivtice boards and premises without infringing 


the Code of Conduct. p. 306 
A STANDARD FORM OF TENDER for sub-contractors 
prepared by the RIBA, RICS and NFBTE is reviewed. _ p. 307 


DETAILS OF THE NEW RATES OF WAGES for building 
operatives agreed by the National Joint Council are on p. 309 


efficiency, particularly from the point of view of traffic 
circulation, both vehicular and pedestrian, always, of 
course, with the ultimate three-dimensional effect of his 
planning well in mind. The problems of the planner in 
these days of intensified mechanical transport are difficult 
enough in the case of a new town to be built on a virgin 
site: they can be almost baffling in their complexity when 
it comes to even the partial remodelling or improvement 
of an ancient city. such as London or Oxford. as we are 
being currently reminded. 

The PRA was not particularly helpful on such practical 
points. The greater part of his address consisted of a 
rapid historical sketch of civic design in Western Europe, 
from the Greeks onwards, with particular emphasis on 
visual effect. After having a characteristic knock at the 
“architectural critics and writers who mislead 
thousands of young students by promises of a new style,” 
he put in a plea for “ humanism in the arts” and for 
‘monumental architecture,” though admitting that “it 
would not only be impossible but extremely unwise to 
imitate the visual expressions of historical art.” The 
reasoning is difficult to follow, “* monumental architecture ~ 
carrying a connotation of “ historical art.” But perhaps 
it is too much to expect objective precision in a brief 
address. 

One thing seems fairly certain and that is, however much 
contemporary architecture may need “ humanising.” it can 
never be done by a return to the fancy dress of the historical 
styles, though that does not imply indifference to good 
detailing and fine craftsmanship, nor indeed to sculpture in 
appropriate circumstances. While being mindful of all that 
the past can usefully teach, we should be untrue to our- 
selves if we did not seek to express contemporary needs in 
the structural techniques and materials of our time. 

The opportunities for civic design to-day are, as the 
PRA said, “legion.” It is for us to take full and proper 
advantage of them. Unfortunately, apathy, greed and 
sheer ignorance are still powerful obstacles, and it will take 
all the efforts of all good men to defeat them. 
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Notes of the Week 


RIBA at Guildhall 


PPHE RIBA Dinner, held in Guildhall, 

in the City of London, on Friday last, 
was for many a nostalgic occasion. The 
last time that the Banquet was sheltered 
by what may properly be called the heart 
of the City, was in 1934, when the Prince 
of Wales, the principal guest, sharpened 
the appetites of the remainder of the 
company and near broke the hearts of the 
kitchen staff by arriving somewhat after 
the expected hour. Since then much drift- 
wood has floated under London Bridge, 
Guildhall has lost its roof and 
Christopher Wren, had he been alive, 
would have licked his lips at the oppor- 
tunity for a replanned City offered by 
the War. 

Old Guildhall can seldom have looked 
better than it did for the Dinner: for 
many it was the first opportunity of view- 
ing the new roof and decoration designed 
by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott. The roof in 
reinforced concrete seems to fit the build- 
ing well and heraldic shields, always 
decorative, provide colour relief to the 
stonework. High in the gallery the 
grotesque Gog and Magog looked down 
as though calculating how many gallons 
of turtle soup and stone of turbot are 
consumed annually within its walls. 

The Dinner was an extremely happy 
occasion on which the Institute and its 
staff are greatly to be congratulated. It 
was particularly pleasant to see such a 
good sprinkling of architects from the 
Allied Societies. Candour compels to 
state that the speeches, taken as a whole, 
were not quite in the same class as the 
hock, which was outstanding, though 
this might have been in part attributable 
to the inadequacy of the relay system 
which made some of the speakers’ words 
hard to hear. The light relief came 
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COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, APRIL 16 
Royat Society oF Arts.—First of three lec- 
tures on “ Modern Welding” by Mr. H. G. 


Taylor, DSc, MIEE, Director. British Welding 


Research Association. 6 John Adam-sireet, 
Adelphi, WC2. 6 p.m. 
TUESDAY, APRIL 17 
RIBA.—** Colour in Buildings” by Messrs. 


D. L. Medd, ARIBA, and H. L. Gloag, ARIBA. 


66 Portland-place, WI. 6 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18 
Rovat Society oF Arts.—* T. H. Huxley 


and Technical Education” by Dr. Cyril Bibby. 
MA. 6 John Adam-street, WC2. 2.30 p.m. 


INSTITUTE OF FuEL.—Annual corporate meet- 
ing. Institution of Civil Engineers, Great 
George-street, SWI. 5.30 p.m. 

Royal INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED  Swur- 
veyors.—** Estimating in the USA™ by Mr. 
C. A. Wales, FRICS. 12 Great George-strect. 
SWI. 6 p.m. 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL  ENGINEERS.- 





from the guest speakers, particularly the 
Bishop of London and Sir Cecil Wakeley. 
while Sir Lancelot Keay managed well 
the always difficult task of welcoming a 
long list of guests, including two —Wren 
and Thomas—whose names had escaped 
the printed list. Mr. Basil Spence and 
the President, both reading from notes. 
were more serious in tone and entered the 
lists on behalf of the Holford scheme 
for St. Paul’s setting. Taken all in all, an 
evening not outstanding in oratory, but 
in other ways notable. 


An Architect's Drawings 


It IS UNFORTUNATELY all too seldom 
that one discovers an architect who can 
draw, and who can combine also an un- 
usually fine feeling for watercolour with 
an intriguing sense of caricature, writes 
Frank Hoar. There is a strong remi- 
niscence of and 
freedom of line in E.. B. 


Rowlandson’s_ colour 
many 


Mr. 


of 


* Theoretical and Observed Stresses in a 1 Birdcage-walk. SWI. 5.30 p.m 


April 13 195, 


Framed Building ~ by 


Mr. R 


: : Jones, 
AMTPI. Great’ = Northern Hotel AMIC 
6.30 p.m, > Leed, 

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS 


‘D  SURVEY0_; 
general — meeti 
nd colour fil 
_ Wi, 


(London — Branch).—Annual 
(7 p.m.) followed by lecture 
(7.15 p.m.). 68 Gloucester-placc 

THURSDAY, APRII 

SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY (Ro 

BUILDING MATERIALS Group.— Annual pn 
meeting and ** Dense Tar Surfacing ” by D: 
A. R. Lee and Mr. H. G. Barnes (Road Ri 
search Laboratory, DSIR). Junior Institution 9 


19 


Engineers, Pepys House, 14. Roct 

: , ) . Nester-p 

SWI. 6 p.m. = 
RICS.—Debate on the motion * That Jaro 


quantity surveying firms give better SCrVice tp 
clients and offer greater advantages to employer 
than small firms.” Talbot Restaurant, fa 
Wall, EC2. 7.40 p.m. j 


FRIDAY, APRIL 20 
INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS 
ye Experimental Courses in Graduate Training 


by Messrs. D. L. Marples, MA, AMIMecht 
J. F. A; Radford: and J. &. Reddaway, MA 


Musman’s drawings, now on show 4 
Parsons’ Galleries, 70, Grosvenor-street 
WI, together with an obvious knowledge 
of building that his great predecessor did 
not possess. The sketching grounds are 
wide. They range from Spain to Sweden, 
from Venice to Chartres, from Birming- 
ham to Boboli Gardens. AII 84 drawings 
are carried out with a deceptive facility 
that yet reveals the architect's knowledge 
of structure, while many have appeared 
at the RA and the New English, in the 
“ Londoner’s England ” Exhibition and 
Book, 1947, or in the Travelling 
Exhibition to Provincial Galleries by the 
“Art Exhibitions Bureau.” — Still more 
have been purchased by the 
breweries. 

Outstanding in an exhibition of high 
consistency are “* Amboise ~ (No. 6); a 
line and sepia drawing, “ Roll Out the 
Barrel ~ (No. 26), which is pure cari- 
cature: “Jeu de Petanque, Sanary. South 


great 





RIBA DINNER: The scene in Guildhall as Mr. Basil Spence proposes 


the Lord Mayor, Corporation and Sheriffs (see p. 302)- 
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y France” (No. 33)—an impressive col- 
wwred drawing of figures and architecture 
which has been exhibited at the RA: 
“Lots Road Power Station (No. 38): 
“ Palma, Majorca” (No. 65): * Sanary, 
south of France: Early Morning ” (No. 


7), which are luminous and well 
composed. 
“The Theatre Royal, Drury Lane” 


No. 43), is now in the possession of 
Messrs. Whitbread, and among othe: 
ine drawings are * Ramsgate * (No. 51). 
yd “The Anchor Tavern, Bankside ~ 
(No. 82), both in pen and wash, easily 
and beautifully rendered. 


Building Centre Lunch 


WHATEVER may be its other claims to 
the unique, the Building Centre scores 
heavily with its annual party, under Si 
Giles Scott's genial chairmanship, at 
Claridge’s Hotel—when about 150 of its 
friends are entertained to a well-chosen 
lunch and spared speeches in any torm, 1 
-on the annual occasion on April 4 
one excepted Mr. C. H. Aslin’s 15-second 
return of thanks. Dinners and oratory 
are, of course, quite another thing, but 
ys a lunch-time function, the Building 
Centre annual reigns supreme. No doubt 
the Centre itself is glad of a rest: 103,159 
inquiries were answered in 1955, and 
81,269 visitors went to Store-street. The 
daily averages can be worked out by 
anyone with a taste for statistics, but it 
does not require more than an approxi- 
mate answer to see that a lot of useful 
information on materials and techniques 
is being spread round the country. 


Larger Letter Bowes 

THOSE who are in the habit of receiv- 
ing photographs, catalogues and other 
bulky packages through the post are 
often annoyed to find that these have 
been damaged by being forced through 
a letter box of inadequate size, but to 
remedy this is not easy as it is very difth- 
cult to procure a letter box for domestic 
purposes above the standard size. It is 
welcome news, therefore, that the Post 
Office is seeking the co-operation of archi- 
tects, builders and local authorities in the 
installation of letter boxes in new houses 
with a suggested aperture of 8 in. by 
13 in. 


"A House of Your Own" 


THE ARTICLES which appeared last year 
inthe Sunday Times, under this heading. 
have been reprinted as a booklet, price 
Is. 6d. They take the form of conver 
sations of a young couple with a lawyer. 
an architect and a garden consultant, and 
although rather irritatingly verbose and 
discursive, it can at least be said that they 
usefully cover a good deal of ground. 
Some readers’ letters, amplifying or cor- 














recting points made in the articles, are 
also included. The house itself, pro- 
viding on the ground floor living room 
and dining space, kitchen, fuel stores. 
hall, cloaks and separate garage, and on 
the upper floor three bedrooms, combined 
bathroom and w.c. and a linen cupboard. 
is compactly planned. The rather grim- 
looking elevations would not be every- 
body’s taste. The names of author and 
architect are not given, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Interrelated Training 

To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR. —Two points in particular struck 

me on reading in your issue of 
February 10 the interes‘ing report of the 
recent Conference on the above subject. 
The first was that, so far as I could see, 
no one spoke (officially at any rate) on 
behalf of the Institution of Civil Engin- 
eers or of the Reinforced Concrete 
Association. I hope it is not to be 
inferred that these two leading profes- 
sional bodies, many of whose members 
regularly engage in the design of build- 
ing structure, are not to be represented 
on the National Advisory Committee 
which it was decided to set up. 

The second point was the lack of an ade- 
quate statement of matters on which the 
constituent branches of the industry now 
find themselves at odds, though some of 
these were referred to in passing by several 
speakers. If attention could first be con- 
centrated on these we should all the sooner 
reach that higher level of efficiency in the 
industry which everyone desires. 

The permissive “Experience Teaches ~ 
has now to be replaced by the mandatory 
“Teach Experience! Therefore, as one 
speaker pointed out, there is need for a new 
sort of text-book, or series of text-books. to 
supplement the joint studies now envisaged. 
A certain amount of reasonably up-to-dat2 
literature already exists, but generally 
speaking, there is a dearth of suitable books 
giving current experience of design, con- 
struction, costs, organisation, management, 


etc., arising from the great increase in 
mechanisation and the use of the newer 


techniques and materials. 

There must be a wealth of material 
cording such experience in architects’, engin- 
eers, quantity surveyors’ and builders’ 
offices that would make lively, realistic text- 
books of the kind needed if it could be made 


re- 


available for analysis and editing. I trust 
that this will be done. 
STUDENT. 


Tendering Procedure 
To the Editor of The Builder 
WIR, Your correspondent, A. P. R. 
. Pell-Hiley [The Builder, February 
17], raises twe interesting points. 

With regard to rising costs, could not 
these be covered by making the date of 
the basic price list that of his preliminary 
tender? 

The second point presents more diffi- 
culty. If the preliminary drawings were 
substantially as the final scheme I should 
have thought that by far the greater part 
of the work, measured by cost, would be 
covered by the preliminary bill items. 
Additional rates to be negotiated should 
only be for new items required because 
of detailing and form a small part of the 
total cost of the work. Any small dis- 
advantage on this account must be 
balanced by the large advantage of bring- 
ing the contractor in on the preplanning. 

Epwin T. WraiGutr [FRICS] 

18, Orchard-st., Bristol. 


To the Editor of The Builder 
WIR. It is well known that the com- 
. mencement of contracts before the 
plans are sufficiently developed is at the 
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root of the trouble in the building indus- 
try today. 

The prospects put forward by Mr. 
Edwin T. Wraight (January 29) would 
merely result in more bills of quantities 
and fewer buildings by encouraging pre- 
mature tendering. 

Mr. Wraight suggests that, in an efli- 
cient system, there should be competition 
to ensure economy, that pre-planning 
should be developed to a high degree and 
that the experience of the successful con- 
tractor should be utilised as early as pos- 
sible. | agree! As it appears to be 
difficult if not impossible to fulfil these 
conditions under our present system | 
suggest that the following adjustments 
should be made: 

1. The specification should be reinstated 
as a contract document and contractors made 
responsible for their own quantities. 

2. Completion before tender stage of all 
essential working drawings, specifications 
and schedules (i.e.. doors, windows. etc.) 
and the issue to tenderers of such drawings 
and other details as are necessary to enable 
them to price the iob quickly and accurately. 

3. All information necessary for letting 
sub-contracts (nominated or otherwise) 
and for placing orders with nominated sup- 
pliers to be supplied to main contractors 
immediately on acceptance of tender. Con- 
tracts let direct by architect to be entered 
into at this stage. 

4. Constructional work shall not be started 
until the organisation of job has been worked 
out (on paper) to the most advanced stage 
possible. 

In conclusion, I would say that this is not 
so revolutionary as it seems on first sight. 
for a large portion of the industry (the 
modern portion, the specialists) work to 
this plan. Why not bring the older trades 
into line? 

JOHN ALLAN 


Glasgow. 
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THE PRECINCTS 
OF ST. PAUL’S 
Sir William Holford’s 


Scheme 
Reviewed by G. J. HOWLING 


— WILLIAM HOLFORDSS proposals 

for the precincts of St. Paul’s were 
discussed by the Court of Common 
Council at a meeting held at Guildhall 
on March 22. The report was referred 
without dissent to the Improvements and 
Town Planning Committee for full con- 
sideration and report after Mr. Batty 
(chairman) had given an assurance that 
the step the Court were taking did not 
commit them to approval or acceptance of 
the scheme. Features of it, including the 
proposed treatment of the forecourt, were 
adversely criticised by several members of 
the Court. 

Sir William Holford was appointed, at 
the beginning of April, 1955, by the City 
Corporation, to prepare a report on the 
environment of the Cathedral. This area, 
considerably war-damaged, is one which 
the Minister of Housing and _ Local 
Government (in his review of the Develop- 
ment Plan for London) decided should be 
studied afresh, with a view to the provision 
of a worthy setting for the Cathedral. 

Sir William’s Report takes the form of 
an illustrated text which contains the 
arguments underlying his proposed treat- 
ment of the site. The remainder of the 
report consists of photographs, drawings, 
and a large model of the proposals as they 
would appear when completed. All this 
was arranged in the form of a small 
exhibition at the western end of Guildhall, 
which closed on March 23. 

Following is an official summary of the 
report: 

** The proposals assume that some new 
building, on cleared sites on both sides of 
the Cathedral, could start almost at once; 
that a substantial part of the precinct 
between the north side of the Churchyard 
and Newgate-street would be built up 
within ten years; and that the remainder— 
including the south side of the forecourt 
facing the Cathedral steps—might have to 
wait some time before the buildings were 
amortised and demolished, when the last 
stage of redevelopment could take place. 
Meanwhile the traffic would circulate as 
it does now; but in this final stage the 
forecourt at the top of Ludgate-hill would 
become entirely pedestrian, and traffic 
would turn at its gates, behind the Deanery, 
and thus into Cannon-street. The tradi- 
tional view from Fleet-street and the 
approach by bus towards the west front of 
the Cathedral would both be preserved. 

‘* The design proposed for the precincts 
consists of a series of open spaces of 
different character ranging from the semi- 
formal paved forecourt at the west entrance 
to a large stretch of sheer lawn on the 
south east side, where the grass would 
reach to the flank of the Cathedral. 

““The forecourt is enclosed by com- 
mercial and public buildings, the Deanery 
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View from model showing present proposed forecourt at Stage 111. 


‘**On the south side, separated from the 
Cathedral by the great lawn, is shown a 
widened Cannon-street which joins up bj 
Carter-lane with Ludgate-hill. Below it 1s 


with its courts and trees and a small 
acoustic shell on the south side accom- 
modating a military band or an orchestra. 
Out of the forecourt leads a flight of steps 


to a terrace (on the site of Paternoster- 
square) below which are two levels of 
covered car-parking joined by scissor 
ramps. The terrace would serve as a floor 
for temporary exhibition buildings and for 
ceremonial and special occasions. In the 
corner of it furthest from the Cathedral 
a tall office block is planned, twenty floors 
high above the terrace, its thin side facing 
the forecourt. 

*“ Between Newgate-street and _ the 
existing steps on the north of the Church- 
yard a new shopping centre is shown, with 
buildings only three floors in height on the 
average. The trees in the public gardens 
near by are undisturbed. 

** A new Choir School is planned at the 
east end of the Cathedral, between the apse 
and the curve of the Bank of England 
building (which is now under construc- 
tion). 


another car park with entrances and exits 
from three directions. 

‘““ By the side of the College of Arms 
(which is shown with an additional room 
for the public exhibition of records) is 4 
pedestrian bridge lined on each side by 
booths or kiosks for second-hand _book- 
stalls and small lock-up shops. — The 
traffic passes below this bridge but from 
the top of it the pedestrian can look down 
across Cannon-street to the south portico 
of the Cathedral, and in the opposite 
direction, over Queen Victoria-street, t0 
the river. 

‘* Temple Bar is proposed to be set up 
as the north-east gateway to the forecourt, 
from the direction of Cheapside; it would 
be clearly visible from both sides. Temple 
Bar would thus again be seen to advantage 
by tourists and Londoners alike, and 
would form the background to ceremonies 





April 13 195¢ 


april 13 1956 




















the north side of the forecourt before 
approach to the steps of St. Paul's. 
television station at the top of the 
fecourt building would look down on it, 
iad through it to the north portico of the 
Cathedral. 

*The report stresses the need 
ified direction and management 
soups of buildings, so as to centralise 
eating systems, car-parking, and the 
maintenance of a high standard of external 

rance. 

“No major traffic improvements are 
H visaged, as the area under consideration 
small (about 30 acres in all); but the 
possibility of far-reaching improvements at 
¢, Martin’s-le-Grand, Ludgate-circus, and 
Blackfriars is allowed for. 

“About two-thirds of the pre-war 
acommodation is planned to be replaced, 
in the form of office buildings, public 
uildings, shops, flats and some _ ware- 
houses; but the increase in public open 


for 





from the 
shown a 
ns up by 
‘low it is 
ind exits 


of Arms 
al room 
ds) is a 
side by 
1 book- 

The 
ut from 
k down 
portico 
posite 
‘eet, to 


set up 
ecourt, 
would 
Temple ge 
antage " asanaiee 
and 
nonies 





of 


THE BUILDER 


space and car-parking space is 
noticeable. 

** The model (which is to the scale of 
16 ft. to’dn inch) measures 9 ft. by 8 ft. 
The minor buildings are shown in block 
form and the more important ones in a 
simple form of structural frame and 
fenestration in order to give an idea of the 
character, bulk and scale of building 
proposed.” 


very 


Some Comments 


Sir William Holford is to be congratu- 
lated on the production of a comprehensive 
and lucid report. There are obviously two 
approaches to the problem of a new 
setting to St. Paul’s, the formal and the 
informal. Sir William has chosen the 
latter and has produced an_ interesting 
and imaginative scheme, which, however* 
is not exempt from criticism. 

St. Paul’s is a_ strictly symmetrical 
building, and it is not unreasonable to 


Plan, Stage Ill. 
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expect that an almost entirely new setting 
should make some recognition of this fact. 
Sir William, indeed, produced a design 
showing a semi-circular forecourt, but 
abandoned this because he considered it 
““wrong in principle and unlikely, on 
practical grounds, to be successfully carried 
into execution.” The model of this design 
shows a rather heavy-looking enclosure, 
but there is little doubt that if the Cathedral 
must have an enclosed forecourt (which is 
by no means certain) something more 
attractive could be produced with a 
rectangular plan and a lighter architectural 
treatment. 

The Cathedral being open to vehicular 
traffic on the south side but not on the 
north closely affects the design of any new 
setting, and it is only by the demolition of 
a considerable amount of property and the 
diversion of traffic along a _ widened 
Carter-lane that Sir William is able to 
contrive his enclosed forecourt. This 


Stage II! 
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consists of a number of separate buildings, 
informally disposed, and incorporates the 
old Deanery at the south-west corner. 
The scheme is worked out in consider- 
able detail. It may be said to consist of 
three principal features, namely (1) the 
redevelopment of the area between the 
north side of the Cathedral and Newgate- 
Street as a pedestrian precinct, which 
includes a shopping centre; (2) the imme- 
diate setting of the Cathedral itself; and 
(3) the treatment of areas to the east and 
south-east. The precinct to the north is 
effectively planned, but it is more than 
doubtful whether a 22-storey building 
should be erected so close to the Cathedral. 
The whole setting of the Cathedral is 
conceived as a series of informally related 
parts. It certainly provides many interest- 
ing open spaces of varying character. 
The treatment of the forecourt is perhaps 
the most disappointing feature of the 
scheme, with its informal entrance at the 
top of Ludgate-hill, buildings of various 
shapes and sizes, and general disjointed- 
ness. The reconstructed Deanery comes 
awkwardly at the south-west corner and 
is too exposed to the noise of traffic. 
The diversion of traffic along a widened 
Carter-lane is, however, an_ excellent 
feature of the proposed replanning, pro- 
viding, as it does, the opportunity for a 
much enlarged forecourt, but whether 
this need be enclosed on its south and west 
sides is at least open to question. What 
we have, in essence, in Sir William’s scheme 
is a forecourt within an enclosure, and the 
effect of some of the new _ buildings, 
notably the Ave Maria-lane wing of the 
block marked A on the plan, the building 
marked J adjoining the Deanery, and the 
building marked H on the south side is 
that of a screen largely blotting out from 
the roadway fine views of the Cathedral. 
It will be noted that the buildings, proposed 
and existing, on the south side of Carter- 
lane and the west side of Creed-lane, 
themselves provide an enclosure approxi- 
mately balancing that proposed for the 
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General view of model, from south-ca°: 


north side. It would be interesting to take 
away from the model the screen or 


* buffer’ buildings referred to and see 
the effect. The chief result would be that 
vehicular traffic instead of being shut 


out would circulate within the perimeter 
of the enclosure. If it be objected that this 
would mean opening up to pedestrians 
and travellers on omnibuses a complete 
view of the Cathedral on its west and 
south sides, is that necessarily a dis- 
advantage? If a greater sense of enclosure 
were considered desirable it could be 
provided (as the French so well treat their 
monumental buildings) by means_ of 
railings, or low parapet walls, on the west 





View of model, showing semi-circular forecourt, now abandoned. 
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and south sides of the forecourt. Temple 
Bar, indeed, might be used as the entrance 
to the forecourt from Ludgate-hill. Its 
use as such would be much more logical 
than as a screen in the position proposed, 
where it is out of scale with the Cathedral. 

In the treatment of the south-east area 
of the precinct Sir William has_ been 
hampered to a considerable extent by 
existing buildings. It will be seen that the 
plan and the model are not in agreement, 
the latter apparently being the later since 
it shows the pedestrian terrace and 
bridge over Cannon-street, as well as a 
revised treatment of the open space on the 
site of Old Change. The suggested break- 
ing away from the corridor street type of 
development is much to be commended, 
though it may be doubted whether so 
large an open space is properly sited 
opposite the large open area south-east 
of the Cathedral. It would probably be 
better sited on the axis of the south 
transit, where it would afford a finer vista 
of the dome than the comparatively narrow 
lane shown on the plan, but no doubt 
there are practical objections to this. It 
will be noted that the provision of a greal 
lawn on the south-east involves _ the 
clearing away of Sir Albert Richardson's 
formal garden designed at the time of the 
Festival of Britain, as well as the removal 
of the enclosing wall and railings around 
the Cathedral. 


The proposed provision of an under- 
ground car park at this spot will probably 
raise the question of possible danger to the 
foundations of St. Paul's. 

In his report Sir William acknowledges 
the help he has received from many 
quarters. He collaborated with Messrs. 
Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall in_ the 
layout of block R on the north side, 
leaving them to design the high building, 
and incorporating the design in the model. 
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‘HE foundation stone of St, 
Columba’s was laid by Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother on 
July 4, 1950, and the hall has been 
used as the Church for the last three 
years while the church itself was 
being built above. Now at last the 
Scottish community in London again 
are able to worship in their own 
church : this they have not been able 
to do since the old church was des- 
troyed in the blitz of 1941. 

Since the scaffolding is down, one 
can see the extreme simplicity of the 
Portland stone massing of the build- 
ing with its fine tower on the centre 
lines of Pont-street and Beauchamp- 
place. The design obviously derives 
its significance from its very special 
Scottish circumstances, with no con- 
scious copying of the past, but 
Scottish strength and spirit in build- 
ing have obviously been kept in 
mind throughout. 

The main entrance is on the half- 
way level between the hall below 
with its social rooms (these were 
illustrated in The Builder of June 25, 
1954), and the church itself above: 
wide staircases lead both up and 
down and there is also a lift, an 
unusual feature in a church. The 
high round arched recessed en- 
trance has at the base on each side 
stones—on the one hand from lona 
and on the other from St. Andrews 
the twin citadels of Scottish idealism. 

Internally the church, which has 





View from south aisle, 


with font in foreground. seating for over a thousand, consists 
of a wide nave of arches, supporting 
the high vaulted roof leading to 
the recessed arched chancel where 





View of church from the gallery, looking 
towards the Holy Table. Right: The Chapel for 
the London Scottish Regiment. The lancet 
windows are recessed for the incision of names. 
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n- 
le View of church from nave level looking 
towards the Holy Table. 


the Holy Table is surrounded at the 
back by the seats of the elders. At 
the east end is a gallery for the 
choir, with the organ piled up 
O behind. By the side of the sanctuary 
is a chapel, to be dedicated later, 
for the London Scottish Regiment, 
and here it is interesting to see the 
seven tall lancet windows with their 
deeply recessed stone reveals for the 
names to be commemorated, being 
the origin of the idea which Sir 
Edward Maufe used so_ happily 
when he devised the “* open stone 
books * round the Cloister of the 
Runnymede Memorial. 

The sculpture is of especial inter- 
est: a very beautiful stone figure 
of St. Columba over the centre 
arched entrance and the arms of 
Queen Elizabeth over the Lennox- 
gardens entrance, both these being 
by Vernon Hill. Inside, the con- 
gregation is surrounded by the arms 
of the Scottish Counties, carved in 
stone and heraldically coloured, 
three of them at the base of each of 
the I1 tall lancet windows. 


¢ 
i 3 
it 
22 
5 
*% 
B 
¥ 


OR eihiiedidient te 


Right, iy shown the recessed arched 
chancel. Behind the Holy Table are 
the seats of the elders. 
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Plan of upper part of the church. 
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Plan at nave level. 


Sut-contractors and suppliers engaged were: Bricks, Sussex 
and Dorking Brick Companies, Ltd.; stone work, external and 
internal, J. Bysouth, Lid.; metal windows, C. E. Welstead, Ltd.; 
green Westmorland slating, Roberts Adlard and Co., Ltd.; 
lift, Waygood-Otis, Ltd.; metal doors to tower, C. E. Welstead, 
Ltd.; balconies, handrailing, William Pickford, Ltd.; copper- 
work to roof, F. Braby and Co., Ltd.; rainwater heads, down- 
pipes and gutters. Stoner and Saunders, Ltd.; suspended ceilings, 
Expanded Metal Co., Ltd.; acoustic plaster work, Newalls 
Insulation Co., Ltd.; fibrous plasterwork and pulpit sounding 
board, Clark and Fenn, Ltd.; electrical installation, Barlow and 
Young, Ltd.; heating installation, Rosser and Russell, Ltd.; 
oak strip and oak block flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd.; cork carpet, 
G. Stephenson and Co., Ltd.; saniiary fittings, John Bolding 
and Sons, Ltd. 


ST. COLUMBUS CHURCH OF 


Joinery to Kirk Session, Dove Bros., Ltd.; pews, Scott 
Morton, Ltd.: Travertine paving and font, Fenning and Co., 
Ltd.; Purbeck stone paving, J. Whitehead and Sons, Ltd.; 
electric light fittings, Troughton and Young, Ltd., and Tucker 
and Edgar; carpets, James Templeton and Co., Ltd.; chairs, 
Mealing Bros., Ltd.; ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; 
deaf-aid equipment, Philips Electrical, Ltd.: stained glass, 
Miss Moira Forsyth; stone carving, E. R. Bevan and Vernon 
Hill; carving County Arms, James Walker, Ltd.; decoration to 
beams in Kirk Session, Kenneth Ody; silver gilt panels in 
London Scottish Chapel, Rowley Workshops, Ltd.; Holy 
Tables, Cross, lectern, James Walker, Ltd.; furnishings, Heal’s 
Contracts, Ltd.; glass dome lights, Haywards, Ltd.; flagstaff, 
J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd.; and clock system, Gent and 
Co., Led. 


SCOTLAND, PONT STREET, SWI! 
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View from south-east, showing dairy and fodder store (to left) and 
sale hall block, with cedar-boarded end walls, precast exposed 
facing slabs to end vestibule. 


Cattle Market, St. Oswald’s Road, for City of Gloucester 


City Architect & Estates Manager HE Attested Dairy and Store Cattle 
, , buildings are the first section in develop- 
+ ¥. SARt, Ae ment of a 354-acre site off St. Oswald’s-road 


for marketing cattle, sheep, pigs and fruit, 
together with traders’ exhibits, offices, snack 


Deputy City Architect “pees “ 
bars and restaurant, abattoir, licensed premises 


= bsconcinggannsell and industrial sites allied to the market. The 
IRIBA, ARICS, AMTPI existing congested market site in City centre 


will ultimately be released for development. 
Project: The attested dairy and store 


Architect-in-Charge , = 

* cae es cattle area covers 1.6 acres, and in addition 
A.J. AULT, ARIBA, AADipt (Hons) there are 2.3 acres for parking cars and lorries. 

in succession to J. H. PROSSER, ARIBA Covered accommodation, totalling 35,000 


sq. ft., is provided for the following attested 
; animals: dairy cattle, 320; store cattle, 168; 
Assistant calves, 108; bulls, 24; and supervised 
R. D. FITZSIMMONS animals, 20. The building is also suited for 
use by fat cattle on other days should this be 
; required, and is divided into two similar 
Quantity Surveyors parts so that two firms of auctioneers may 
PALE & KINGSFORD, FF.RICS operate simultaneously. If either auctioneer 
holds a large sale, cattle may overflow into 
the duplicate standings. The sale rings each 

Clerk of Works accommodate 450 to 500 buyers. 

F. H. HOGG Planning of roads and parking areas, 
unloading bays, standings and sale rings is 
such as to encourage rapid circulation in 

Builders movement of cars, lorries and beasts, to avoid 
HOLBOROW & SONS, LTD. congestion experienced at the existing market. 
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Layout of standings in relation to corridors 
leading to sales rings is so arranged that small 
sales will only contaminate part of the floor 
area, and unnecessary washing down will be 
avoided. 

The contract figure for this first section was 
£91,316. This included certain road works 
and main sewers, parking areas and public 
conveniences which will also serve future 
sections of the market. Work started in 
January, 1954, and the opening took place on 
July 18, 1955. 

This Jand was originally subject to regular 
flooding and has been reclaimed for useful 
purposes by raising its surface some I1 ft., 
level with St. Oswald’s-road, by controlled 
tipping of refuse. 

Foundations ; To avoid settlement of the 
building, the foundations of the covered 
standings, which are of reinforced concrete 
construction, have been taken down to the 
boulder clay of the river valley between 32 
and 52 ft. below floor level by the use of 
reinforced concrete pneumatic caisson piles. 
In this manner a total of 56 piles transmit a 
load of approximately 1,360 tons through 
made-up ground, silt, sand and ballast to a 
firm foundation. 

The two cattle standings areas are roofed 
by reinforced concrete barrel vaults which give 
clear floor areas in each case of 158 ft. by 63 ft. 
without column obstruction, with good light 
reflection for viewing of animals, and a smooth 
hygienic ceiling surface entailing minimum 
maintenance. Natural cross ventilation is 
provided. 

The building housing the two sale rings is 
of light steel framing over an area of 135 ft. 





























Looking from centre entrance vestibule of attested by 44 ft. The specially light construction 
dairy and cattle area towards entrance. transmits a load of only approximately } ton 


per sq. ft. from a reinforced concrete slab 
covering the floor area, in order to reduce the 
possibility of settlement on the made-up 
ground. Special attention has been paid to 
an uninterrupted view of the sale rings for 
buyers, by provision of ramped seating: to 
good acoustics for bidding: and good natural 
light to view the animals. Fluorescent lighting 
is provided throughout the attested market, 








Looking from the centre entrance vestibule 

into the twin centre cattle corridors of the 

attested dairy and cattle area. Right: 

Another view from the main entrance towards 
the cattle corridors. 
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Another view from south-east showing, left to 
right, shell roofs to cattle standings; dairy and 
fodder store; and sale hall block. 
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and there is a loudspeaker service from the 
auctioneers’ rostrum in the sale rings to all 
parts of the standings for general announce- 
ments. 

Some of the standings are fitted with 
drinking bowls and a milking line for cattle 
which are to be accommodated overnight, 
and there are dairy and fodder stores for the 
same purpose. A public telephone is installed 
near the sale rings and, until permanent 
buildings are available, arrangements have 
been made for temporary bank facilities and a 


mobile canteen to operate during sales. The 
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Plan of attested dairy and cattle bu:iding. 
Below: One of the two sale rings. To the left 
is the auctioneer’s dais. 
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site is situated on the City ring road, and space 
is available for railway sidings should these 
prove necessary. 

Colour has been used to enhance a light and 
hygienic atmosphere: opportunity has been 
taken by the considered introduction of 
concentrated areas of bright colour to avoid 
drabness and impart an inviting attractive- 
ness. This will in due course be absorbed 
into a commercial kaleidoscope as the market 
develops with the introduction of traders’ 
exhibits, etc. The market should as a result 
ensure notice from passing public and act as 
its own advertisement of up-to-date develop- 
ment. 

Next Sections : Work is now proceeding 
on fat and store cattle and calf markets, 
traders’ exhibits, and administrative buildings. 

The general contractors were Messrs. 
Holborow and Sons, Ltd., of Tetbury, 
Gloucestershire (whose kindness in permitting 
the use of the photographs of the exterior is 
acknowledged), and the design and supply of 
reinforcements for the reinforced concrete 
work was the responsibility of the British 
Reinforced Concrete Engineering Co., Ltd., 
of Stafford. Sub-contractors and suppliers 
were: 

Sub-contractors Pile and beam foundations, 
Piling and Construction Co., Ltd., Croydon; steel- 
work (sale halls), Banister, Walton and Co., Ltd., 
Birmingham; felt roofing, D. Anderson and Son, 
Ltd.; windows, Williams and Williams,  Ltd., 
Chester; electrical installation. L. C. Mitchell and 
Co., Ltd.. Gloucester; roads and paths (tarmacadam), 
Western Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.; plastering, 
Hitchin Bros.. Gloucester; tiling (lavatory block), 
Carter and Co; sunblinds (sale halls). Smith and 
Sons, Gloucester; decorations, Priestly Contracts, 
Ltd., Gloucester. 

Nominated and Approved Suppliers Bricks and 
hollow clay blocks, Star Brick and Tile Co., Ltd., 
Newport, Mon.; tubular steel gates and railings, 
M.A.C. Engineering (Bristol); precast reinforced 
concrete cattle partitions, Bryco Building Products, 
Ltd., Taunton, Som.; dairy and milking equipment. 
West Midland Farmers” Association, Ltd., 
Gloucester; prefabricated lattice beams, Benfix 
Steel Co., Ltd., Slough; ironmongery, Parker, 
Winder and Achurch, Ltd., Birmingham, and James 
Gibbons, Ltd., Wolverhampton; sliding door gear, 
E. Hill Aldam and Co., Ltd., London; sanitary 
fittings, Sessions and Sons, Ltd.. Gloucester; trees 
and shrubs, Walter C. Slocock, Ltd., Woking, 
Surrey; and electric clocks, Baume and Co., Ltd 








View inside attested cattle and dairy building, 
showing some of the stalls. Below: Another 
view of a sale ring. 


CATTLE MARKET FOR THE CITY OF 
GLOUCESTER 
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THE RIBA DINNER 
Mr. Basil Spence’s Support for St. Paul’s Plan 


AT the RIBA dinner, held at Guild- 
ig hall, London, on April 6, Mr. 
Basil Spence, ARA, vice-president, RIBA, 
strongly supported Sir William Holford’s 


Pril 13 195, 


jpril 13 


discoverers. Let us look at the Holford 
plan in this light.” 

ALb. C. L. Ackroyp, the Lord Mayor, 
who responded, said that he took no 





plan for the development of the area 
around St. Paul’s Cathedral. The presi- 
dent of the Royal Institute, Mr. C. H. 
Aslin, CBE, presided over the 600 mem- 
bers and guests present. 

Mr. SPENCE, who proposed the toast 
of “the Lord Mayor, the Corporation 
of the City of London and the Sheriffs,” 
referred to the happy setting for the din- 
ner in the Guildhall, “so beautifully 





The President and Mrs. Aslin greet Sir 


Lancelot and Lady Keay. 


restored by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott.” The 
Lord Mayor, he continued, was the first 
servant of the City. “In the same way 
we as architects are also servants, and we 
are willing to be greater servants of the 


City if given the opportunity.” Archi- 
tects were the leaders of the building 


team, and they therefore had a great 
responsibility in designing the products 
required by their clients and keeping 
within their budget. 

Turning to Sir William Holford’s plan 
for St. Paul’s precincts, Mr. Spence said: 
“Lots of architects will agree with me 
that the best way to dissipate the vitality 
of a great building built in a different 
age from ours is to surround it with imi- 
tations of that age, exactly the same way 
as if one had a diamond one would not 
set it in a cluster of cut glass.’ Genera- 
tions still unborn would see us through 
the mirror of architecture now being pro- 
duced in the City. When St. Paul's was 
built the opportunity of laying out the 
site was missed. The last war produced 
another devastation. 

“Let us grasp this opportunity with 
courage, imagination, sensitivity and 
invention, all British characteristics which 
have been expressed in the past by a 
great line of buildings,” he declared. 
“Let us build in our own time and pro- 
vide a mirror for the generation to come 
to see us clearly in the best possible light. 

“T believe that Sir William Holford 
has provided a sensitive English setting 
for St. Paul’s which is far more in the 
tradition than any imitation could ever 
be. Our forbears were not imitators of 
past styles, but courageous and inventive 


sides in the questions either of the Bar- 
bican or St. Paul’s schemes. The wisdom 
of the Corporation would see to it that 
there was dignity and strength in what- 
ever plans were adopted. 

THE PRESIDENT, who responded to the 
toast of the RIBA (proposed by the 
BISHOP OF LONDON), described the Hol- 
ford plan as * bold and imaginative.” He 
expected that Sir William and. other 
architects concerned would have a hard 
passage in getting their ideas accepted, 
as Sir Christopher Wren had. He was 
sure, however, that the proposals would 
receive sympathetic consideration. “| 
hope,” he said, * we shall try to preserve 
some sort of British tradition and that 
people who visit the City in the future 
will not mistake it for any other great 
capital of the world. It appears to me 
that this is where Sir William’s plan is 
leading.” 

The toast of the guests was proposed 
by Sir Lancelot Keay, P-PRIBA, and the 
response was by Sir Cecil Wakeley. 


Other members and guests present 
included : 
The Lady Mayoress. Mrs. C. H. Aslin and 


Miss Elizabeth Aslin. HE The French Ambas- 
sador (M. Jean Chauvel), the Bishop of London 
and Miss Montgomery Campbell, Lord and 
Lady Esher. Lady Wakeley, Lady Keay, Mr. 
Sheriff W. G. Allen and Lady Allen, Mr. Ald. 


and Sheriff Bernard Waley-Cohen and Mrs. 
Waley-Cohen, Sir George and Lady Nelson, 
Sir Giles Scott. Mrs. Basil Spence. Kenneth 
M. B. Cross. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews. Brig. 
E. H. L. Beddington and Miss N. Beddington, 
Sir Hugh Beaver. Sir Thomas and Lady Ben- 
nett. Sir Richard and Lady Coppock, Prof. 
W. B. Edwards, Mr. Charles Glenny (Chief 


Commoner) and Mrs. Glenny, Mr. and Mrs. 


Norman Prichard, Sir Thomas and Lady 
Spencer: 

Miss J. F. Adburgham, H. J. W. Alexander, 
A. F. B. Anderson, Major Peter and Lady 


Pamela Barbary, Mr. and Mrs. D. H. Beaty- 
Pownall. Eric Bedford, Mr. and Mrs. Hubert 
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The Lord Mayor responds for the City. 
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chats with — the 


Ambassador. 


President French 


Bennett. Philip P. H. 
nett, Mr. and Mrs. S. Beverley, Mr. and Mn 
Eric Bird. Mr. H. C. Boardman 
Shirley Boardman, Robert O. Bond. Mr. ; 
Mrs. W. Brackett, Miss M. Bromley. M 
and Mrs. Vincent Burr, Licut-Col. and 
O. Campbell-Jones, R. E. Carter. Mr. ; 
Mrs. Clifford Culpin, T. N. Cartwright, Gord 
L. Coates, . and Mrs. S. E. T. Cusdir 
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Dawbarn, Mr. and M 
W. H. Glen Dobie. Mr. and Mrs. Harold Dod 
C. M. Fordham, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Forshaw 

Mr. and Mrs. K. C. F. Foster. Mr. an 
Mrs. R. C. Foster. Mr. and Mrs. R. O. Fost 
Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Foyle. P. G. Freema 
E. Maxwell Fry, Laurence M. Gotch. Mr, an 


Bennett, W. R. F, B 


Mrs. W. F. Granger. R. D. Hammett. Nige 
Hannen, Everard Haynes, Mr. and Mrs, Stanle 
Hearder, Mr. and Mrs. H. Duncan Hend 
Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Hickson. Mr. and Mn 
W. F. Howard. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Howitt. Mr. and Mr 
G. A. Jellicoe, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Ken 
yon, P. B. Kenyon. Mr. and Mrs. Jan M 
Leslie, Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Levitt. Mr. an 
Mrs. K. J. Lindy, G. R. Linfield. R. A. H 
Livett. Mr. and Mrs. Howard V. Lobb. Cy 
S. Mardall, Col. J. B. Marks. Mr. and Mrs 
S. W. Milburn, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mills 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mitchell. Mr. and Mrs 
E. F. Muir, Noel Musgrave: 

Mr. and Mrs. C. A. R. Norton. Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Charles Norton, C. St. C. Oakes. M 
and Mrs. F. J. M. Ormrod, Mr. and Mrs 
Douglas Overall. Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Palmes 
P. R. Pank, Mr. and Mrs. D. E. Woodbin 
Parish, Mr. and Mrs. Denis Poulton. Mr. and 





Mrs. Andrew Renton, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Rice, E. Rosenberg, H. J. Rowse. Mr. a 
Mrs. N. J. Rushton. Mr. and Mrs. Fran 


Scarlett, Mr. and Mrs. R. Sheppard, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. Steward Smith, Frederick Snow, Mi 
B. Solly, C. D. Soragg. Mr. and Mrs. Gordor 


Tait, Mr. and Mrs. Matthys Tauté, Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. R. H 
Uren, Mr. and Mrs. G. P. Vale. Mr. and 


Mrs. Stanley Vaughan, Mr. and Mrs. W. K 
Wallace. Mr. and Mrs. F. Leslie Wallis. M 
and Mrs. Michael Waterhouse, Norman Wates 


Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Westwood, Pembroké 
Wicks, Mr. and Mrs. Victor Wilkins. H. R 
Williams (chief clerk RIBA) and F. R. $ 
Yorke. 


* Green Book.” 1955-56 

THE Birmingham and Five Counties 
Architectural Association has published 
its eighty-first “Green Book “~ for 195. 
1956. The vear book, in addition to giving 
the names and addresses of the man) 
members and other useful information 
describes the varied activities of the asso- 
ciation, including the more entertaining 
adventures abroad of holidaying students 

The béok’éan be obtained, price 4s. 10 
non-members, from the secretary at 5. 
Newhall-street, Birmingham, 2. 
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News of the Week 
Negotiated Tenders Decision 
SUNDERLAND housing committee 
has decided to abandon its negotiated 
prices scheme and to invite tenders by 
public advertisement for all traditional 
type houses from January, 1957, onwards. 
In the meantime, public tenders are to be 
invited in August for 202 dwellings to be 
erected at the Lawrence-street clearance 
area and such further contracts as may be 
required to bring the total number of 
houses let out to contract in the current 
year to about 1,150 are to be negotiated. 


Westminster Abbey Restoration 


THE TIMBER structure of the high- 
pitched roof over the nave of Westmin- 
ster Abbey, ravaged by death watch 
beetle, is now being strengthened and re- 
paired, according to a progress report 
on the restoration work issued by Mr. 
S. E. Dykes Bower, MA, FRIBA, FSA, 
Surveyor of the Fabric. The roof lead 
is being stripped for recasting and re- 
laying under a temporary corrugated iron 
roof which now covers the west end of 
the nave. This temporary roof will be 
moved eastwards as work proceeds. 


Stonework repairs are continuing - 
limited only by the shortage of masons— 
and two dangerous parapets 300 ft. long 
have been taken down for rebuilding. 
Much work has been done in the repair 
of the vaulting, the apsidal chapels and 
triforium floor, and most of the damaged 
windows have been reglazed in clear 
glass. The painted roof of the Jerusalem 
Chamber, which was once in danger of 
collapse, has now been fully restored. 
The cleansing of the Abbey’s internal 
stone and marble is expected to be 
finished by 1965 (the 900th anniversary 
of the founding) but the discovery as 
work progresses of further defects in the 
external fabric makes it likely that struc- 
tural restoration will not be completed 
for another 20 years at least. 


Colour in Buildings 

A SCIENCE lecture on “Colour in 
Buildings ” is to be given at the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 66, Port- 
land-place, W1 on April 17, at 6 p.m. by 
Mr. H. L. Gloag, ARIBA, AADipIl, 
Building Research Station, and Mr. D. L. 
Medd, ARIBA, AADipl, Architects and 
Building Branch, Ministry of Education. 

Drawing on both historical and modern 
examples, the authors intend to discuss by 
means of slides the architectural aspects 
of colour choice, and to show how the 
recent experiences in colour annotation 
and range design have been embodied in 
the new BS range to give architects an 
instrument of colour design that, until the 
present, has not been available to them. 


RICS Debate 


A LIVELY DEBATE should ensue at the 
meeting arranged by the RICS Junior 
Organisation for April 19, since the 
motion is to be “ That large quantity sur- 
veying firms give better service to clients 
and offer greater advantages to em- 
ployees than small firms.” The meeting. 
to take place at the Talbot Restaurant, 
London Wall, EC2, will commence at 
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7.40 p.m., preceded by an informal meal 
at 6.30 p.m. Admission is by ticket only; 
applications to Mr. R. G. R. C. Greaves, 
ARICS, 14, Charterhouse-square, ECl1 
(dining tickets 6s. 6d. per head). 


Sculptures for the Bank 


Mr. CHARLES WHEELER, RA, has been 
commissioned to design several new 
sculptures for the block of buildings now 
being erected for the Bank of England 
near St. Paul’s Cathedral. It is under- 
stood that the sculptures, which will be 
in stone, will face the road which is to 
be made east of St. Paul’s. 


LCC By-law Revisions 

THE London County Council pro- 
poses to amend its by-laws in regard to 
the external and internal cladding of 
buildings and the protection of struc- 
tural steelwork. Objections may be made 
to the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government within the next six weeks. 
Copies of the proposed by-laws may be 
inspected at County Hall, or may be ob- 
tained from the Clerk of the Council. 
Details are advertised elsewhere in this 
issue. 
Consultative Machinery 


THE Joint Consultative Committee of 
Architects, Quantity Surveyors and 
Builders announce that regional joint 
consultative machinery on the lines of 
the national body is now active through- 
out the whole of England and Wales. 


Ancient Buildings Course 


THE Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings is holding its annual 
course for architects and surveyors in- 
terested in and responsible for old build- 
ings. The course consists of lectures, 
discussions and visits. to cover the many 
important aspects of repair work and will 
be held in May. 

The Society is anxious that those deal- 
ing with old buildings should understand 
not only traditional constructional 
methods but also the principles underly- 
ing the sympathetic and conservative 
treatment of old buildings. whether ec- 
clesiastical or secular. In view of the 
specialist nature of work of this charac- 
ter, this course is an opportunity to study 
at first hand some of the problems which 
arise and will be very helpful to archi- 
tects interested in the subject. 

The Course is to be held from May 7 
to 12. People interested should apply 
for further details to the Secretary of the 
Society at 55, Great Ormond-street, Lon- 
don, WCI. 


Grosvenor House Extension 


THE architect for the extension of 
Grosvenor House Hotel, London, which 
is to have an addition of 92 bedrooms. 
to be built on the site of 35, Park-street. 
is Mr. S. Gordon Jeeves, FRIBA, and not 
as Stated in our last issue. 


Eagle House, Wimbledon 


EAGLE House, Wimbledon, a notable 
example of Jacobean domestic architec- 
ture, and for many years the home of 
the late T. G. Jackson, RA, is to be 
sold by Wimbledon Council to the Conis- 
ton Engineering Company, who already 
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lease the larger part of the building as 
offices. The upper part was converted 
some years ago into four flats and the 
tenancies of these are to be preserved 
Eagle House is protected by statute a 
a building of architectural and historic 
interest. 


BM Newspaper Library 


A NEW BUILDING to replace that des. 
troyed by bombing at the Colindale 
newspaper library of the British Museum 
during the last war is shortly to be com. 
menced. It will be six storeys high and 
will contain some three miles of shelving, 
providing, it is estimated, space for the 
present overflow and another 20 years 
intake. Plans are by the Ministry of 
Works Chief Architect and the estimated 
cost is £75,000. 


Recent Estates 

Mr. GILBERT THOMAS FRANCIS Garp- 
NER, FRIBA, of Oxford, left £59,643. 

MR. FREDERICK SAUNDERS, FRICS, of 
Hadley Wood, Hertfordshire, left £69,716 
gross, £68,850 net (duty paid, £23,526), 
After legacies and bequests he left one 
half of the residue to the Medical Re- 
search Council for cancer research. 


Professional Announcements 
e 


Mr. PuHitiep R. MIDDLETON, Dip. Arch., 
ARIBA, of Norwich Union House, 17-19 
Albert-road, Middlesbrough, has taken into 


partnership Mr. G. H. FLetcHer, Dip. Arch., 
ARIBA. The style of the firm will in future be 
PHttip R. MIDDLETON AND PARTNER. 

Messrs. W. H. SAUNDERS AND Son, architects 
and surveyors, announce that their London 
office is now established in permanent accom. 
modation at 18, Sackville-street, WI (tel.: 
Regent 5580), where they will be pleased to 
receive manufacturers’ catalogues and technical 
data. 

The new telephone number of Messrs. 
WALLIS, GILBERT AND PARTNERS, of 5, Cromweil- 
road, SW7, is Kensington 1450 (5 lines), 

Messrs. ERNEST R. BABBS AND Sons have to 
announce that, owing to ill-health, Mr. Epwarp 
A. Bass has retired from the firm. The prac- 
tice will be continued by the remaining partners 
and the style of the firm will be unchanged. 

BRYDEN and Wooprorb, chartered quantity 
surveyors, of 33 Catherine-place, London, SWI. 
have taken into partnership Mr. I M. Tuom- 
son, ARICS. The style of the firm will remain 
unchanged. 


Mr. C. D. BrowninG, ARICS, has now been 
taken in partnership with Messrs. Gleeds, 
quantity surveyors, 2, Park-street, Bristol, 1. 


FROM THE BUILDER ™ OF 1856 
Saturday, April 12, 1856 


SOLDIERS’ BARRACKS.——If full examina- 
tion of all barracks in which British 
troops are quartered were ordered, the 
world would be startled at the horrible 
revelations made. There are barracks in 
which the soldiers are never healthy, and 
hospitals in which the sick never get 
well. 

The Mayor of Portsmouth said once, 
in open court, at an inquiry in Ports- 
mouth, that he had that day declined 
an invitation to dinner from one of the 
dockyard officials, as he never went with- 
out being made unwell by the barrack 
smell... There are barracks in the 
colonies so fatal that officers make their 
wills, and men give up hope of life, when 
they are ordered to the stations. 
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AT a meeting of the Town Planning 
Institute on February 2 (the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Desmond Heap, in the chair), 
gx ALBERT RICHARDSON, KCVO, 
pRA, read a paper on the above sub- 
ject. It consisted of a rapid and lively 
urvey of civic design in Western 
Furope from Classical times onwards, 
supplemented by some _ reflections 
on the problems with which we are faced 
today. We take the following extracts 
from the address. After a reference to 
the inter-war years, 1919-1939, the 
speaker proceeded: It was during this 
horrible interregnum that Modernismus 
reared its uncouth head. Art, true to its 
spirit, recorded the emotions and indeci- 
sions, the perversions and the abstractions 
which deceived and astonished. In every 
walk of life, political, religious, scientific, 
cultural and commercial, the fallacy of 
making things look original was ac- 
claimed; in women’s dress especially the 
changes were far from graceful. In other 
things men took their cue from the form 
of machines, seeking inspiration in 
streamlined and cubistic proportionings. 
Town planners sought inspiration in for- 
mulating statistics which had little vear- 
ing on art, and even in religious matters 
the old beliefs were looked upon as mis- 
guided and erroneous. Gradually histori- 
cal studies in Schools of Architecture 
were abandoned, less attention was paid 
to pictorial effect; in fact, the whole idea 
of humanism in the arts was revoked. 

Now that the second and more disrup- 
tive war has ended, the world is gradually 
shaking off the legacy of bondage, ap- 
proaching tyranny, which this vast 
disaster called forth. The inevitable 
reaction has already set in, with the pen- 
dulum of taste swinging slowly but surely 
in more veasonable rhythm. Not only 
are there signs of this in America, but in 
evéry Western European country. You 
can see evidences of sanity in new 
Government works in France, Italy, 
Spain and the Netherlands. In time the 
Scandinavian countries will follow the 
trend of reform. Curiously enough, the 
main protest has come from England, the 
most traditional and the most conserva- 
tive of all nations. 


Restudy of Civic Art Essential 


Of course, it would be not only impos- 
sible but extremely unwise to attempt to 
imitate the visual expressions of historical 
art. What then remains to be done? It 
is obvious that the requisite treatment of 
important civic centres cannot be left to 
chance; jt is clear that individual designers 
to-day are not catholic enough to be 
tolerant of any theories but those that 
prevail, while it is equally clear that 
young aspirants to architectural distinc- 
tion have little guidance on elements of 
form and composition in a civic sense. 

The mistaken idea that all buildings are 
machines and should be expressed as such 
in planning and elevational treatment has 
led to a total misconception of the 
dramatic subtlety architecture should pos- 
sess as the foremost of fine arts. 
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Why is Civic Design Neglected? 


THE PRA AT THE TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 


What is most essential is a restudy of 
the basic principles and qualities of civic 
art. The most desirable attribute is that 
of humane proportion; the next is model- 
ling, while the third concerns neighbourly 
views. Added to all three there is the 
characteristic of dramatic effect. The 
exemplars of civic art are far too numer- 
ous to be indexed and quoted in an ad- 
dress. It is significant that no history of 
civic art has ever been published. On 
the other hand, there are many guides, 
but the greatest inspiration of all is travel 
and sightseeing with a sketchbook in 
hand. That is how the old masters edu- 
cated themselves and they achieved what 
no Academy or Institute has since accom- 
plished. Another aspect of civic art con- 
cerns knowledge of the genius loci. The 
reason for success in former times was 
the consideration given to blending the 
old with the new. No one desires a city 
planned and elevated to a general pattern. 
How very tiresome it would be if London 
were to become a sort of weak caricature 
of New York. We have a great deal to 
digest and a good many experiments to 
make in our quest for the ideal in civic 
art. Of one thing we may be certain 
—absolute finish will never be attained. It 
would be very tiresome if it could be 
realised. 


Utilitarian Approach 


To-day the value of comprehensive and 
graceful development is not wholly 
accepted, for the purpose seems to be 
strictly utilitarian. When we realise that 
more than half the population of these 
islands live in cities and towns it becomes 
essential to consider the advantages of 
scenic amenities. 

It is a matter of deep regret that archi- 
tects and town administrators pay no 
regard whatsoever to the general scheme 
of public buildings. Writers on the sub- 
ject who manufacture news and views for 
the popular press go out of their way to 
denounce designs for buildings which 
they consider are out of the fashion from 
abroad. The fact that public buildings 
call for special handling, not only in 
themselves but in the relationship they 
should have the one with the other, be- 
sides general siting, is almost invariably 
overlooked, or what is worse grossly 
misrepresented. 

The true axiom should be that public 
buildings to be rightly placed must fit in 
exactly with the general formation of the 
city but they should dominate by virtue 
of their purpose. In other words monu- 
mental architecture should be designed 
and built not only to satisfy administra- 
tive conditions but to be admired by the 
general public. 

The tendency today is to force the 
commercial issue regardless of everything 
else. This is why the great works of 
architecture are in danger of being over- 
shadowed by masses of office buildings 
and stores built by speculators on sites 
totally unsuited for such developments. 
Architectural critics and writers, who 
make their living by playing up com- 
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merce as the one pursuit a nation should 
follow, mislead thousands of young 
students by promises of a new style. In 
any study of civic art the grouping of 
public buildings is of the first importance. 

If I were asked to name the most 
striking example of civic design in Eng- 
land I would say without hesitation the 
layout of Wren’s buildings at Greenwich. 
This group of monumental buildings is 
incomparable in Europe, both for the 
dignity of the works, their composition 
and siting. As an example of convincing 
picturesque grouping the Palace of West- 
minster, the adjacent Abbey and Parlia- 
ment-square can be named. 

The greatest achievement an architect 
can hope for is to be entrusted with the 
design of civic amenities. It is a task of 
great dignity to be entrusted with the 
creation of a setting which will satisfy 
posterity that “eauty should always 
accompany everyday life. We judge the 
culture of other times by works of art 
and it is by similar works that our 
generation will be judged. For posterity 
will be just as interested in our buildings 
and our thoughts as we are in the works 
of other times. It would not be very 
satisfactory if we bequeathed to posterity 
a collection of cubistic containers labelled 
preposterously “Civic Art.” We should 
not forget that civic art includes other 
things besides buildings; there is the 
equally fine art of sculpture to be taken 
seriously. When we recall the possibilities 
of sculpture and ornament enriching 
public buildings we are made aware of 
the necessity for fountains, statuary and 
other embellishments at certain points in 
the formation of a city. 

The time has come when London de- 
mands attention, not by new costumes, 
not by forced additions, but care and 
maintenance of her qualities which only 
experienced hands can give. Is it not 
remarkable that our ideas on the future 
of London are so mean? Does it not 
strike you that some instruction in civic 
art is more essential now than ever be- 
fore? Is it not time to throw off art 
heresy and bigoted tyranny, masquerad- 
ing under the cloak of Modernism and 
Economy? Should not our Professors 
and instructors of youth humble them- 
selves by restudying masterpieces of the 
work they profess to teach? Is it not 
reasonable to expect humility and sim- 
plicity from all who believe in the future 
of the fine arts? Frankly, when I visit 
other cities, I am inspired by the care 
given to the beautifying of amenities. We 
too could do likewise, for our natural 
assets are many and our opportunities 
are legion. 


Discussion 


Proposing a vote of thanks to Pro- 
fessor Richardson, SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD 
said anyone who had studied the whole 
range of expression that had been given 
by man to the cities of man would agree 
on the importance of pictorial compo- 
sition and, in Sir Albert’s words, of 
“settings that will satisfy posterity that 
beauty should accompany everyday life.” 
These were, in fact, paraphrases of one 
of the objects of their Institute at its 
foundation. Yet the great surge of 
creative power and enthusiasm that would 
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carry them on to realise those objects 
was so often frittered away in enjoyable 
but futile disputes on style and period and 
provenance. 


In condemning one set of pictorial 
values it was only too easy to accuse all 
contemporary practice of having no pic- 
torial values whatsoever. In saying that 
commercial buildings had no place in 
composition of public or civic architec- 
ture, it was only a step to misleading 
the promoters of such buildings into 
thinking that they need not attempt to 
create architecture at all—that it was not 
their job; not the job of the wealthier 
section of the community. It was a highly 
dangerous argument. 


The effect of the attitude of mind which 
held that civic design ceased in this 
country a hundred years ago, and that 
only experienced hands, as Sir Albert 
Richardson put it, were capable of mend- 
ing matters, was immensely discouraging 
to those of them who were trying to 
tackle those immensely difficult problems 
at the root. 


Mr. H. HEATHCOTE-WILLIAMS, QC, 
seconding the vote of thanks, said there 
was no doubt that this was an age of great 
opportunity for town planning and civic 
design. It was regrettable, however, that 
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on sO many occasions the opportunity 
had been lost. 

They were repeatedly told that this was 
the age of the common man. It was only 
another way of saying that it was the age 
of mediocrity, but it certainly was not 
true. There was ground for describing 
it as the age of uncommon achievement 
in the realms of science, engineering, 
medicine and, by no means least, not 
merely individual courage but courage of 
a whole people, and there was no reason 
why these uncommon achievements 
should not be matched, so far as they 
could be, in the realm of town planning. 

Mr. P. E. A. JOHNSON-MARSHALL Said 
he thought Sir Albert Richardson was 
doing an immensely valuable service in 
putting his views on town planning over 
to the public so that they would demand 
the best and beautiful. The things he 
had told them needed to be said over 
and over again. In fact, they could not 
be said too often. 

As far as contemporary town planning 
and civic design were concerned it was 
agreed that they must have fine public 
buildings and monuments, but at the 
same time those who were concerned with 
town planning and civic design had to 
try to tackle the problems of society as 
they existed to-day, and not as they 
would like them to be. 





ARCUK PROSECUTION 


Polish Partners to Pay Costs 


AYING, “I suppose this was done in all 
~ innocence,” MR. PAUL BENNETT, VC, the 
Marlborough Street magistrate, dismissed 
absolutely summonses brought by the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council against two Polish 
design consultants alleging that they had 
carried on their business under a name, style 
or title containing the word “ architect,” con- 
trary to the Architects’ Registration Act, 
because after their names in their letter head- 
ings appeared the abbreviations: **‘ Dipl. 
Ing. Arch.” 

The defendants—Jerzywaclaw Jakubowicz, 
of Clanricarde-gdns., Paddington, and 
Wojcrech Meyer, of Margravine-gdns., Ham- 
mersmith, partners in a business called 
“Third Dimension,” of James-st., W1—were 
each ordered to pay 15 gns. costs. 

Mr. L. J. BeLcourT, counsel defending, 
said the defendants denied the allegation. 
The abbreviations referred to a diploma they 
had gained after studying at the Polish 
School of Architecture attached to Liverpool 
University after the war. Both were pre-war 
architectural students in Warsaw and they 
studied at Liverpool after serving with the 
Polish and British forces. He contended 
that they had not infringed the Act. 


Mr. Pembroke Wicks, Registrar of the 
Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom, writes: The case is im- 
portant from our point of view because it is 
a judicial decision that an affix containing 
an abbreviation of the word “architect” 
may constitute an offence and confirms the 
advice we have received that it would be an 
offence for an unregistered person to put the 
affix ““‘ ARIBA ” after his name even were he 
a member of the Royal Institute. 





*Diplomierte Ingenieur Architekt.—Epb. 


ARCUK 


The Annual Report 


HE annual report for 1955 of the 

Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom, issued from 68, Portland- 
place, WI, states that the Council are 
considering in what circumstances an archi- 
tect’s name may appear in the lay or techni- 
cal Press and on notice-boards and premises 
without infringing Principle III of the Code 
of Conduct which provides that an architect 
must not advertise. Other forms of publicity 
are also under consideration. 

The report adds that the Council are 
advised by counsel that if an unregistered 
person or someone acting under his direction 
completes and submits for the signature of 
his client an RIBA Form of Contract in 
which he is named as the architect, he will 
be committing an offence against Section I 
of the Architects’ Registration Act, 1938, in 
that he would be practising or carrying on 
business under the title of “Architect.” 


24th Annual Meeting 


AT THE 24th annual meeting of the 
Architects’ Registration Council of the 
United Kingdom, held on March 16, at 66, 
Portland-place, Wi, Mr. Denis Poulton, 
FRIBA, was reappointed as chairman for 
the coming year, with Mr. H. V. Lobb, 
CBE, FRIBA, as vice-chairman. 

During the 96th ordinary meeting of the 
Council, held on the same afternoon, it was 
reported that the names of 24 architects 
resident overseas had been removed from 
the Register on January 31 last, for non- 
payment of their 1955 retention fees. It 
was also stated that during 1955, 997 names 
had been added to the Register, 74 names 
restored and 528 names removed, leaving 
19,027 names on the Register on December 
31, 1955. 
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“MISUSE OF THE WorRp 
*‘ ARCHITECT’ ” 


Firm’s Principal Wins Appea| 
Against ARCUK 


MBE. ANTHONY RISSEN-KENT, of the 

Newark firm A. Rissen-Kent ang 
Partners, appealed successfully at Newark 
Borough Quarter Sessions on January 25 
against a conviction by Newark Borough 
Magistrates in November. The alleged 
offence for which Mr. Rissen-Kent was con- 
victed was that he, not being a registereg 
architect, sought to carry on business as 
such. At the appeal this was amended at 
the request of Mr. John Hobson (for Mr, 
Rissen-Kent). Added to it were the words: 
“ by inserting, or causing to be inserted, an 
advertisement in the Newark Advertiser 
of Wednesday, June 22, 1955.” 


The appeal was allowed after Mr. Hob- 
son submitted that Mr. D. M. Cowley (for 
the respondent) had not proved that Mr. 
Rissen-Kent had inserted the advertisement, 
or caused it to be inserted. 


The respondent was Mr. Pembroke Wicks, 
Registrar of the Architects’ Registration 
Council. 

Th advertisement, under the heading A. 
Rissen-Kent and Partners, referred to an 
attractive architect-designed bungalow 
“shortly to be erected on Hawton-road.” 
At the end of the advertisement were the 
words: “ Plan and further particulars avail- 
able for inspection at the offices of the archi- 
tects, as above.” 

The Architects’ Registration Council com- 
plained that in this advertisement Mr. Ris- 
sen-Kent styled himself as an architect. 


Mr. Cowley said it would have to be de- 
cided whether A. Rissen-Kent and Partners, 
being a registered business name, was in fact 
a firm. If it was, no offence had been com- 
mitted. “The respondents maintain that 
it cannot be a firm if it is merely an indi- 
vidual carrying on under a business name.” 
He agreed with the Recorder, Mr. T. R. 
Fitzwalter Butler, that the appeal might 
well hinge on the Recorder’s ruling on the 
meaning of the word “ firm.” 


Mr. Hobson objected when Mr, Wicks 
produced a copy of the Architects’ Register 
as evidence that Mr. Rissen-Kent’s name 
was not included. “If one is to see what 
is in the register,” said Mr. Hobson, “ the 
register must be produced.” 


The Recorder said he would admit Mr. 
Wicks’ evidence but take note of Mr. Hob- 
son’s objection. 


Mr. Hobson submitted that there had 
been no evidence to show that the advertise- 
ment was anything to do with Mr. Rissen- 
Kent—“ and even if it was, merely to put 
an advertisement in the paper is not to carry 
on business as an architect. The architects 
mentioned may be on his staff—there is 
nothing to say he was the one.” 

Mr. Cowley replied that there was prima 
facie evidence that the advertisement had 
been inserted, or caused to be inserted, by 
Mr. Rissen-Kent. 

The Recorder said surely that was ap 
essential ingredient of the offence, and the 
appeal must succeed. It would be allowed 
with costs. 


«+ The original proceedings were re 
ported in the Builder of November 18. 
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THE STANDARD FORM OF TENDER FOR 
NOMINATED SUPPLIERS 


New Publication: Reviewed by A. E. Telling, MA 


THE complex organisation of many 
building contracts gives rise to a 
number of difficulties of both a practical 
and a legal nature. A case in point is 
the nomination by the architect of sup- 
pliers for materials to be fixed by the 
contractor. This practice has, of course, 
been recognised for many years in suc- 
cessive editions of the RIBA Standard 
Form of Building Contract, and clause 23 
of the current edition contains some 
important provisions with regard to the 
payment of nominated suppliers. ‘The 
RIBA Form, however, does not deal with 
the actual selection of nominated sup- 
pliers; indeed, this is a matter which 
could not very easily be dealt with in 
the contract between the building owner 
and the main contractor. 


In 1951 the RIBA and the RICS recom- 
mended a form of tender for nominated 
suppliers, and this form has been increas- 
ingly used particularly by local authori- 
ties. This form imposed some onerous 
conditions upon the supplier with regard 
to defective materials and (as a result 
apparently of representations by the 
National Council of Building Material 
Producers [BMP]) it has now been re- 
placed by a new document issued under 
the authority of the professional insti- 
tutions and the NFBTE, after discussion 
wit BMP. The new document is cer- 
tainly much less onerous in this respect 
than the 1951 form, but its use may create 
a number of problems not all of which 
are obvious at first sight. 

The new form is so worded that it 
may be issued by the architect or quantity 
surveyor before the main contractor has 
been selected, and the intention appears 
to be that the completed tender should 
be returned to the architect or quantity 
surveyor. But the nominated supplier's 
contract will be with the main contractor 
—referred to in the form as “the Prin- 
cipal Contractor ”’—and in order that a 
contract may come into existence, the 
tender must be made to the principal con- 
tractor and be accepted by him. This is 
presumably the reason why the tender 
(although it will be returned to the archi- 
tect or quantity surveyor) is addressed to 
the principal contractor. 


Meaning of “ Confirmation” 


There is a footnote that the tender is 
subject to confirmation after the appoint- 
ment of the principal contractor. Now, 
it is a general common law rule that any 
tender may be withdrawn at any time 
prior to acceptance. The use of the 
word “ confirmation ” suggests something 
more. Presumably it means that, when 
the principal contractor has _ been 
appointed, the architect will ask the sup- 
plier whose tender he proposes to accept 
to confirm the tender. This will, no doubt, 
be the stage at which the architect will 
tell the supplier the name of the princi- 
pal contractor. It is important that the 
supplier should know the contractor's 
Name at this stage, for this will be his 


opportunity to consider whether he wishes 
to do business with that contractor. In 
this connection, it should be remembered 
that the supplier’s contract is with the 
principal contractor and not with the 
building owner. It is to the contractor 
that the supplier must look for payment; 
moreover, there is no provision in the 
RIBA Standard Form for direct payments 
by the building owner to the nominated 
supplier as there is in some cases for 
nominated sub-contractors. 

Although the intention appears to be 
that the form will be used where the prin- 
cipal contractor has not yet been appoin- 
ted, there is nothing to prevent the 
architect issuing it in other cases. If this 
is done, the architect should delete the 
footnote, but the supplier may consider 
it wise, before submitting the tender, to 
inquire whether the principal contractor 
has been appointed. If he has been 
appointed, and the footnote remains, 
there may be some doubt as to its effect. 

It is common practice for contractors 
to print standard conditions on their 
order forms. Bvuth the contractor and 
the supplier should take care to see that 
any such conditions are not at variance 
with the conditions set out in the new 
form. 


Variations and Fluctuations 


The form contains some important 
provisions for varying the terms of the 
contract. Clause 3 provides that the 
nominated supplier may agree with the 
architect on alterations in the quality or 
quantity of the goods to be supplied with- 
out prior reference to the principal 
contractor, but the contractor must be 
informed of the alteration when agreed 
upon. The tender price may then be 
varied by agreement between the supplier 
and the principal contractor: clause 4 (i). 
If the supplier and the contractor cannot 
agree, the matter may be referred to 
arbitration: clause 7. The supplier may 
prefer, however, to minimise the risk of 
dispute by settling the price variation 
with the principal contractor before 
finally agreeing with the architect on the 
alterations to be made under clause 3. 

Clause 4 (ii) provides that the tender 
price shall be adjusted in accordance with 
the provisions (if any) for fluctuations set 
out by the supplier in the Third Schedule. 
It is left to the supplier to make his own 
conditions in this respect, and no guid- 
ance is given as to the form of such 
conditions. It will be to the advantage 
of the supplier to frame his conditions 
with care; vagueness or ambiguity may 
lead to disputes at a later date and, still 
worse, may make the conditions difficult 
to enforce. To give just one instance, 
the supplier should make it plain whether 
he is concerned with price fluctuations 
after the date of tender. or only with 
those which occur after the date of con- 
tract; if the supplier fails to deal with this 
point, then the architect or quantity 
surveyor should take it up with the 
supplier before accepting the contract. 
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The 1951 form imposed upon the 
nominated supplier the obligation “to 
make good, free of charge, any defects 
appearing within the guarantee period 
due to defective workmanship or mate- 
rials in the goods supplied by us and to 
bear any costs incurred by the Principal 
Contractor in connection therewith.” 

Liability for Defective Materials 

The new form is much more reason- 
able. Under clause 5 the supplier under- 
takes subject to certain conditions “to 
make good by replacement or otherwise 
any defects in the materials or goods” 
and to “bear any reasonable expenses 
incurred by the Principal Contractor 
under the terms of the Main Contract for 
the direct consequences of such defects.” 
The conditions are: 


(a) the defects must have appeared 
within a specified period from the date 
of delivery; 

(b) the supplier will not be liable for 
defects in materials which have been 
used, if these ought to have been 
noticed by the contractor before using 
the goods; 

(c) the supplier will only be liable if the 
defects are due solely to bad workman- 
ship or faulty material; he will not be 
liable for defects caused by improper 
storage or other neglect. 


The guarantee period referred to in 
condition (a) may be specified by the 
architect; if he fails to do so, the supplier 
should indicate the period for which he 
is prepared to guarantee the materials. 
It will be observed that the guarantee is 
to run for a specified period from the 
date of delivery; this suggests that the 
architect should not specify in terms the 
defects liability period imposed on the 
contractor by the RIBA Standard Form. 

It is also to be observed that the 
supplier undertakes liability for reason- 
able expenses incurred by the contractor 
under the main contract for the direct 
consequences of defects in the materials. 
The phrase “ direct consequences ” may 
cause some difficulty, since no precise 
legal definition can be laid down; to a 
large extent the question will be one of 
fact to be determined in each case. But 
its effect is limited in that the undertaking 
relates only to consequences borne by 
the principal contractor under the main 
contract; these may include sums falling 
to be paid under the penalty clause as 
well as the cost of remedial works. The 
undertaking given by the supplier is thus 
of considerable value to the principal 
contractor, but he should not regard it as 
an automatic charter of immunity. 
There may be circumstances in which it 
is not reasonable that the contractor 
should accept all the consequences; in 
such circumstances, it may be argued that 
he should take such steps as are open to 
him to challenge the contractor’s award. 
The prudent course is for the contractor 
on receiving the award to get in 
touch with the supplier immediately to 
ascertain his views. 

The new Form is obtainable (price 2s. per 
dozen, post free) from any of the following: 
The RIBA. 66, Portland-place, W1: the RICS, 
12, Great George-street, SW1; the NFBTE, 82, 
New Cavendish-street, W1; and the NCBMP, 
10, Storeys-gate, SW1. 
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THE RICS ANNUAL DINNER 


Minister's Concern at High Cost 
of Flats 


HE annual dinner of the Royal Institu- 


tion of Chartered Surveyors was held at 
Grosvenor House, W1, on March 6 with the 
President, Mr. W. R. Brackett, OBE, TD, 
in the chair. 

Mr Duncan SANDYS, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, said that a problem 
that had caused him a great deal of concern, 
and on which he would be grateful for their 
expert advice, was the high cost of building 
flats compared with houses. Whereas the 
average present-day cost of a three-bedroom 
council house was under £1,500 that of a 
flat, which provided less accommodation, 
was £2,000 or more. 

The difference here was greater in many 
cases than on the Continent, and he won- 
dered whether the quantity surveyors among 
them, who were experienced in estimating 
what a given building would cost, could not 
make some useful suggestions as to how 
the cost of building blocks of flats could be 
reduced. The slum clearance programme 
would entail a great deal of rebuilding, 
largely in the form of flats, hence a reduction 
in the cost would be a very valuable 
economy for the country at large. 

THE PRESIDENT said that the RICS was an 
organisation based on the interests of all its 
members, who, he believed, were all better 
under one roof than divided up into splinter 
groups. They were not a trade union, 
concerned entirely with the interests of their 
own members, but they had a tradition of 
service to the community in which they 
served themselves. 


“ OUR GREATEST PLANNING 
PROBLEM ” 


Mr. Sandys on Reducing London’s 
Congestion 


PEAKING at the annual dinner of the 

Town Planning Institute, which was held 
in London on March 1, with the President, 
Mr. Desmond Heap, LLM, in the chair, MR. 
DuNCcAN SANDYS, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, said that the biggest 
town planning problem which confronted 
Britain today was that of reducing the 
fearful congestion of London. 

“ Over £100m. has already been spent in 
providing New Towns in the Home Counties 
for London’s surplus population and in 
addition the LCC have spent £70m. on 
housing estates outside their boundaries,” he 
said. But while the numbers who slept in 
London went down, the numbers of those 
who worked there by day was going up. It 
was the consequent large daily movement of 
population that was responsible for the evils 
of the rush hours. “ We must therefore, by 
one means or another, see to it that as people 
move out of London, employment moves out 
with them,” he declared. Industrialists were 
increasingly following this policy, but it was 
not industry but office workers who caused 
the congestion, and with 10m. sq. ft. of new 
office space in the City alone either under 
construction or approved—sufficient to 
accommodate 70,000 more workers—the 
problem was getting more acute. 

“The time has clearly come when we 
must try and persuade commercial firms to 
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follow the lead of industry,’ Mr. Sandys 
continued. From London’s point of view it 
would be best if the move was beyond the 
Green Belt, but there was also benefit to be 
gained by dispersal to the periphery of the 
Metropolitan area. 


FIVE-YEAR PLAN TO EXPAND 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
£97m Worth of Building Works 


AN investment of about £97m. in buildings 
ia and equipment is to be made by the 
Government over the next five years in an 
effort to expand the yearly output of tech- 
nologists, technicians and craftsmen; £70m. 
is to be spent on building in England and 
Wales, and £10m. is to be spent in Scotland. 
During the first three years of the five-year 
plan £39m. worth of building work is to be 
done. The Government hope that in view 
of the importance of these projects local 
authorities will be careful to choose good 
architects, whether from their own staffs or 
from those in private practice. These points 
are made in a recent White Paper. 

It is not only the full-time student who 
is being catered for in this plan. The 
Government hope all employers will con- 
sider their young workers for possible part- 
time study. 


Association of Teachers Comments 


Tue Association of Teachers in Technical 
Institutions welcomes the proposals of the 
Government in the White Paper on Techni- 
cal Education. It sees in them endorsement 
of the policy long advocated by the Asso- 
ciation of securing a substantial expansion 
of technical education at all levels. The 
success of a programme of expansion de- 
pends on buildings, equipment, staff, students 
and opportunities for subsequent employ- 
ment. The Association welcomes the pro- 
posal to plan building on a five-year basis 
and the increase in the money available, but 
points out that there is not in the list one 
college in the area of England south-west 
of a line from Birmingham to Brighton nor 
one in East Anglia. 

In spite of what it regards as certain inade- 
quacies, the Association welcomes the White 
Paper as a first instalment, but even the in- 
crease envisaged is inadequate against the 
needs of the nation and what is being done in 
other countries, it believes. 


OBITUARY 
Reginald Sydney Hawkes, FIAS 


WE ANNOUNCE with regret the death on 
March 30 of Mr. Reginald Sydney Hawkes, 
FIAS, the senior partner of the firm of 
quantity surveyors, Hawkes and Hawkes, 2, 
Gray’s Inn-square, Gray’s Inn, London, 
WCl1. The practice of the firm will be 
carried on by the surviving partner, Mr. 
Cyril W. Hawkes, FIAS. 


Ald. W. E. Mullen, OBE 


WE REGRET to announce the death of 
Alderman Wilfrid Earl Mullen, OBE, chair- 
man of Mullen and Lumsden, Ltd., which 
occurred on April 7. He was 71. Ald. 
Mullen was mayor of Holborn four times, 
and was a freeman of the borough. He was 
awarded the OBE for civil defence work in 
the war, being the controller of the Holborn 
area. The firm will be carried on under 
the auspices of his son, Mr. Leslie Mullen, 
who succeeds him as chairman. © 
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STABILISING PRICES 


Eastern Counties Builders’ 
Recommendation on Materials 


BUILDERS in East Anglia who are mem- 

bers of the Eastern Federation of Build. 
ing Trades Employers are being recom. 
mended not to pass on to building owners 
any increased costs of materials used on 
contracts for a period of three months, This 
will apply to all materials covered by the 
terms of the contract and not only those 
where manufacturers have already announced 
a price freeze. A communication now sent 
to close on 2,000 member firms in East 
Anglia is as follows:— 

“In the light of the present National 
economic situation and bearing in mind the 
uncertainty of the building materials market 
in the future, this Federation recommends 
its members to waive all contract claims 
under basic materials schedules in respect of 
increased costs of materials delivered to con- 
tract sites during the period March 31 to 
June 30, 1956, on contracts current or entered 
into prior to March 31, 1956, subject to re- 
view prior to June 30, 1956, as to the possi- 
bility of extending the period.” 

Commenting on this Mr. R. G. Carter, 
MM, JP, FIOB, of Norwich, President of 
the Eastern Federation, said that his Federa- 
tion hoped that this would lead to further 
action in the Industry to curb rising prices. 
“ This,” said Mr. Carter, “‘is only a small 
step in the right direction and it is a matter 
of regret to the Eastern Federation that this 
recommendation can not also be extended to 
wages.” 

Furniture Prices Reduced 


SUBSTANTIAL price reductions of up to 30 
per cent. in the retail prices of the firm’s 
most successful products have been an- 
nounced by Mr. Neil Morris, managing 
director of Morris of Glasgow, makers of 
contemporary-style furniture. The com- 
pany has taken this step, says Mr. Morris, 
to give a lead to other UK companies in 
stabilising and reducing the cost of living. 
He particularly hopes that his example will 
quickly be followed by furniture suppliers, 
retailers and manufacturers throughout the 
country. 


MATERIALS FREE MARKET 
Substantial Cuts Possible 


THE VIEW that substantial cuts could be 
made in building costs if a free market in 
materials were declared was expressed by 
Mr. S. CLIFFORD GREATRIX, president of the 
Midland Region of the Building Surveyors’ 
Institute. He thought such cuts would be 
sufficient to reduce the cost of a £1,700 
house roughly £120. Mr. Greatrix added 
that unless labour and material costs were 
pulled down, the Government would be 
forced to introduce controls on capital pro- 
jects and the housing programme. 

“The Monopolies Commission would not 
be needed as far as the building industry is 
concerned if the industry turns to its own 
conscience,” added Mr. Greatrix, who 
is chairman of the Birmingham Junior 
Chamber of Commerce inquiry into monopo- 
lies and restrictive practices. 


New IQS Chapter 

The “ Southdown” Chapter of the Insti- 
tute of Quantity Surveyors was inaugurated 
on January 28 at Brighton. Mr. A. P. 
Belton, FIQS was elected chairman. 
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Building Wage Increases 


DETAILS OF HIGHER RATES 


T its meeting on April 5 the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry, 
following Award No. 818 of the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal, decided that the standard 
wage rates of building trades operatives should 
he increased by 24d. per hour as from Monday, 
April 16. Details of the new standard rates 
are given on page 319. Apprentices’ rates 
and amendments to special rates are given 


(ii) NWR3B—Extra Hourly Payments—(Con- 
tinuous Extra Skill or Responsibility, labourers’ 
rates) : 

Sub-section (a) Timberman, recognised as 
such (but see 3A above) [OR 1d., NR 2d.]. 

(c) Scaffolder engaged and employed whole- 
time as such (but see provision in Section C 
for intermittent scaffolding work) [OR 2d., 
NR 3d.] 
MECHANICAL PLANT. 

(d) Compressors. 


‘ Diesel (portable) or petrol 
air-compressing machine : j 


Driver of [OR 2d., 






























































below. NR 3d.]. 
APPRENTICES 
Per cent. of LONDON GRADE Liverpool 
Age Craftsmen’s |_————_—__,-__—_ — — —| District 
Rate Inner Outer A Al A2 
_————_—— }— ne —— —_—_}——_ 
$.. ¢& & a. a. id. Ss. 6. So ie & ¢, 
oe “a 25 1 14 1 14 a 1 03 1 03 1 14 
iT enn ~ 334 1 53 l Se 1 54 t Ss ie. 1 52 
ve :.. ane 50 2 2% 2 23 2 1} 2 1 2 14 2 23 
5 oe 624 2 94 a 2 84 2 8 2 7% 2 94 
a ies 75 3 33 3 34 3 2% 3 23 3 2 3 32 
, ai 874 3 104 3 10 3 94 3 8} 3 84 3 104 
YOUNG MALE LABOURERS 
Per cent. of LONDON GRADE Liverpool 
Age Labourer’s_ |———_,--____|—___—__.-__———- ——-| District 
Rate Inner Outer A | Al A2 
— ee ao Ss ae sd | sd s. d. s. d. 
(Ss 334 ‘ae 1 3 3 1 3 1 23 1 34 
16 45 1 9 1 8} 1 8} 1 84 1 8 1 9 
17 663 x 7 2 63 2 é¢ | 2S 2 5} a 
18 100 3 104 3 10 3 9 | 3 8% 3 3 103 
i 2D SLIDING SCALE (e) Cranes. (i) Power-driven travelling crane 
anehnian nie ; . and overhead traveller: Driver of [OR 4d., 
In the interests of clarity and for purposes NR S5d.]. 


of easy reference, the scale now operating 
under Rule 11 (5) (2), is set out below : 


Interim Standard Interim Standard 
Index of Rate Index of Rate 
Retail Grade A Retail Grade A 
Prices ‘. ¢. Prices s d. 
142-145 ... 4 2% 106-109 ... 3 8} 
139-142... 4 2 103-106 ... 3 8 
136-139 ... 4 Ib 100-103 ... 3 73* 
133-136... 4 1 97-100 ... 5 at 
130-133... 4 O} 94-97 3 64 
127-130... 4 0 91-94 3 6 
124-127 ... 3 114 88-91 5 ee 
121-124 ... 3 i 85-88 c Oe 
118-121... 3 104 82-85 ... 3 4} 
115-118 ... 3 10 * 100-103 points corre- 
412-115 ... 3 OF sponding to Standard 
1099-112... 3 9 Grade A Rate of 3s. 73d. 





Extra Payments 


The National Joint Council, at its resumed 
statutory meeting on March 7, gave further 
consideration to constitutional amendment 
aotices from the operative adherent bodies 
proposing increases in certain of the extra pay- 
ments provided in National Working Rules 3A 
and 3B, The Council decided to amend 
relevant sub-sections of the rules as follows, 
the new rates to come into force on April 16 : 


() NWR3A—Extra Hourly Payments—(Dis- 
comfort, Inconvenience or Risk). 

Sub-section (b) Furnace or similar hot work up 
to 120 deg. F. (Old rate [OR] 2d., New rate 
[NR] 3d. Above this temperature or where 
special circumstances exist, the local joint com- 
mittee shall be empowered to arrange special 


(c) (i) Work on the repair of main sewers and 
main sewer manholes and foul or dirty work in 
chemical works [OR 1Id., NR 2d.]. ; 

(ii) Work under conditions involving close 
contact with dirt or filth of an extent and degree 
substantially greater than is inherent or usual in 
the building trade occupation concerned [OR Id., 
NR 2d.]. (g) Work in swings, cradles or boats 
of in boatswain’s chairs [OR Id., NR 2d.]. 

(j) Reconstruction and repair of all firebrick 
NRT ovens, other than domestic [OR Id., 


(iii) Power-driven hoist and crane up to and 
including two-tons capacity : Driver of 
{OR 2d., NR 3d.]. 

(iv) Self-propelled mobile crane on road wheels 
or caterpillar tracks: capacity over 30 cwts., 
and up to and including two-tons: Driver of 
[OR 3d., NR 4d.]. 

(v) Do. capacity over two tons and up to and 
including five tons : Driver of [OR 4d., NR 6d.]. 

vi) Do. capacity over five tons: Driver of 


( 
[OR 5d., NR 6d.]. 


one cel 


en el 
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(f) Derricks. Power-driven derricks : Driver 
of [OR 5d., NR 6d.]. 

(gz) Dumpers. (ii) Dumper of 1 cu. yd. and up 
to and including 5 cu. yds. rated capacity : 
Driver of [OR 2d., NR 3d.]. 

(iii) Dumper over 5 cu. yds. and up to but 
excluding 12 cu. yds. rated capacity: Driver of 
[OR 34d., NR 5d.]. 

(iv) Dumper 12 cu. yds. rated capacity and 
over : Driver of [OR Sd., NR 6d.}. 

(h) Excavators. (i) Excavator with rated 
capacity up to and including 14 cu. yds. : Driver 
of [OR 5d., NR 6d.]. 

(j) Maintenance Fitters. (i) Maintenance fitter 
employed whole-time as such [OR 5d., NR 6d.]. 

(n) Scrapers. Scraper of Koehring or similar 
type : Driver of [OR 5d., NR 6d,]. 

(0) Shovels. Chaseside or similar shovels : 
Operator of [OR 2d., NR 3d.]. 

(p) Tractors. (iii) Track-type tractor, irrespec- 
tive = make or horsepower : Driver of {OR 5d., 
NR 6d.]. 


Watchmen’s Rates 


At its meeting on April 5, the NJC having 
received and adopted the award of the Indus- 
trial Disputes Tribunal concerning standard 
rates of wages for craftsmen and labourers, 
made a further decision amending the relevant 
sections of National Working Rule 1 (f), which 
has the effect of increasing (from Apfil 16) 
the current rates of remuneration of watch- 
men in the building industry by 1s. 3d. per 
shift. The new rates per shift are accordingly : 
London and Liverpool, 23s. 9d. ; Provinces, 
22s. 6d. 





Hong Kong PWD Report 


The Hong Kong Director of Public Works 
has published the Annual Departmental 
Report for 1954-55. The report describes 
the activities of the various sub-departments 
and outlines some of the schemes to be 
undertaken in the near future. The eight 
sub-departments working under the direc- 
tion of the headquarters staff are architec- 
tural, buildings, ordinance, crown lands and 
Surveys, drainage, electrical and mechanical, 
port works, and roads and waterworks. The 
report is illustrated with photographs and 
can be obtained, price HK$5, from the 
Government Press, Java-road, Hong Kong. 








BUILDING MATERIALS DISPLAY CENTRE, TORONTO.—Seen above is the 


new centre (details of which were given in our issue of April 6). 


Among the UK firms 


exhibiting are Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd., who also supplied the glass curtain walling 
and Hilsulate coloured backing panels. 
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APPEAL TO BUILDERS’ 
CLIENTS 


“Agree Accounts Promptly” 

“IN these times of financial stringency, 

when builders are finding it no less 
difficult than others in industry generally to 
arrange credit facilities with their banks, it 
is more than ever important that accounts 
for building work that has been carried out 
should be agreed and paid promptly,” Mr. 
NIGEL HANNEN, President of the National 
Federation, told the annual meeting of the 
Midland Federation of Building Trades 
Employers on February 27. 

“A large proportion of the money owed 
to builders by their clients—the total is at 
least £100m.—is due from local authorities, 
who often delay settlement for 12 months 
or more. It is unfair to expect building 
firms to carry this burden at any time, but 
now that the credit squeeze is operating and 
it is becoming increasingly difficult to 
finance new contracts, I earnestly hope that 
all our clients—private and official—will 
collaborate by making payment within the 
period named in the contract.” 


Council Officials’ Comments 


COMMENTING on Mr. Hannen’s complaints 
of builders being kept waiting for money 
due to them, Mr. J. P. EAMEs, Birmingham 
City Treasurer, said: “It is the practice of 
municipal authorities to retain normally 10 
per cent. of the contract price for a period 
of six months as cover against any defects 
of workmanship and materials which may 
come to light in that period. Delays do arise 
from time to time in releasing these moneys 
for two main reasons; delay by the con- 
tractor in submitting his final accounts, and 
normal administrative delays in connection 
with this type of transaction. 

“T think the position of Birmingham is 
unique in that these moneys are employed 
to earn interest while in the hands of the 
Corporation, and the interest is paid to the 
contractor with the sum retained. In certain 
cases where large sums are involved the 
retained moneys are released in instalments 
during the progress of the work.” 

The deputy architect to the Warwickshire 
County Council, Mr. E. Davies, ARIBA, 
said: “We realise that small builders in 
particular need payment promptly and we 
try to settle up as soon as possible. Builders 
themselves are sometimes responsible for 
delays.” 


Midland Federation’s Report 


EFFORTS to reduce some of the incidental 
costs of housebuilding have been made in a 
campaign being conducted by the Midland 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
and in a report presented at the annual 
meeting details of the findings to date were 
outlined. 

Increases in wages and cost of materials 
have largely offset economies made possible 
by the abolition of building licensing con- 
trol, the report states. Timber is now six 
or seven times as costly as pre-war, and 
bricks, cement, steel and non-ferrous metals 
have also risen in price. 

As part of the campaign to lighten the 
burden of incidental costs involved in house 
purchase, the Federation has asked the Law 
Society for discussions about legal charges 
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and has made representations to the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government about 
the high rate of stamp duty, in many cases 
as much as seven times the pre-war figure. 

The Federation has received many com- 
plaints of excessive charges for water sup- 
plies to housing sites, the report states, and 
an approach has therefore been made to the 
British Waterworks Association for a stan- 
dard basis of charge for such supplies. Other 
complaints related to onerous conditions 
attached to the supply of electricity and gas 
services to new housing sites. 

The reduction in housing subsidies is 
welcomed. Although it may involve some 
reduction in the overall rate of house- 
building, it is thought that it should result 
in an increase in the number of owner- 
occupied houses built without cost to public 
funds, 

The Federation condemns the offering of 
bonuses unrelated to output by builders 
anxious to attract scarce labour, and says 
that to ignore national wages agreements in 
this way is to encourage new claims for 
wage increases and takes no account of the 
client’s ability to finance the work. It can 
lead only to a reduced building programme 
and redundancy in the industry. 

At the meeting, the retiring president of 
the Federation, Mr. F. Russon, of Birming- 
ham, was succeeded by Mr. R. Lucas, of 
Lincoln. 


BUILDING TEACHERS’ 
CONFERENCE 
Foremen’s Training and Work Study 


THE Marcu conference was held on 
March 17 at 82, New Cavendish-street, 
London. The president, Mr, E. L. Jones, 
MBE, was in the chair. 

The subject for the morning session, 
“Training for Foremanship in the Building 
Industry,” was introduced by Mr. F. S. 
Kennewel, of the NFBTE, who outlined the 
work done by the National Advisory 
Committee on Foremanship in the Building 
Industry. Mr. D. E. Wheatley, MA, MSc., 
Assistant Director of the Department of 
Technology, City and Guilds of London 
Institute, discussed the scheme for a course 
and related examination in General Fore- 
manship Studies in relation to the building 
industry, drawn up by the _Institute’s 
Advisory Committee. 

The subject for the afternoon session was 
“Work Study in Relation to Building.” Mrs. 
A. L. T. Taylor, of Messrs. Urwick, Orr and 
Partners, gave a brief history of the develop- 
ment of work study, and after outlining the 
general methods of work study, showed how 
it could enable one to determine the best 
way of carrying out a particular task under 
certain specified conditions. 

Mr. E. U. Broadbent, head of the 
Planning Department of Messrs. John Laing 
and Son, Ltd., defined work study as “ the 
making of systematic observations of people 
at work, recording and measuring what they 
do; helping to improve the methods, equip- 
ment and materials they use and the con- 
ditions in which they work.” He gave 
examples of the application of such studies 
in the case of building operations, pointing 
out the necessity of modifying the usual 
work study methods—developed for factory 
operations—before they can be applied to 
site work. 
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CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 
RESTRICTION 
Effect on Public Works 


FOLLOWING the Chancellor’s statement 
on the restriction of capital expenditure 
on February 17, the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government have issued two circulars 
to local authorities and public bodies. The 
first circular (No. 10/56), which deals with 
general policy, says that the Chancellors 
statement indicates the Government's inten- 
tions with regard to housing and school 
building. ‘‘ In respect of other local govern. 
ment services, except for certain major workg 
on roads, loan sanctions will be severely 
restricted for at least six months. 

“During this period it will be assumed 
that there will be a virtual embargo on all 
new capital projects or expansions of existing 
schemes which can be deferred without risk 
to health or safety or other vital interests,” 
The above restrictions will apply to al} 
capital expenditure which has not already 
received loan sanction even though it may 
have already been approved in principle 
for the purposes of grant. 

The second circular (No. 11/56) states 
that, except where risk to health, safety or 
other vital interests renders it impracticable, 
“the Minister will feel obliged to curtail 
drastically loan sanctions or grants for new 
projects or expansions of existing schemes 
for water, sewerage and sewage disposal, 
refuse disposal, coast protection, burial 
grounds and crematoria.” Loan sanction 
for housing will not be affected. In respect 
of other services, except in cases of special 
urgency, the Minister does not propose “to 
authorise any new loans for capital expendi- 
ture whatsoever.” 


LETCHWORTHWS FINANCES 
Garden City Stock Plans Approved 


SHAREHOLDERS Of the First Garden City, 
Ltd., which developed Letchworth, Hertford- 
shire, voted by a show of hands at an extra- 
ordinary meeting of the company in London 
on April 5, in favour of four resolutions, 
two of which would enable the company to 
double its capital and abolish the present 5 
per cent. dividend limitation. 

Ata meeting of the Ordinary stockholders, 
which preceded the extraordinary meeting, 
Mr. A. E. TELLING, barrister-at-law, for 
Letchworth UDC, said that there was grave 
doubt about the legal validity of the pro- 
posed changes, and the council might resort 
to legal action. 

The Letchworth Council and the Town 
and Country Planning Association, who are 
shareholders, opposed the proposals. 

In a letter sent to stockholders on March 
8, the acting chairman of the company, Mr. 
R. T. Edge, expressed fears that a group 
might be manoeuvring to take over the 
company. 

The proposals before the extraordinary 
meeting were: a capitalisation issue, so that 
the nominal amount of each £1 unit of Or- 
dinary stock held by stockholders would be 
doubled; the 5 per cent. limitation on the 
Ordinary dividend to be removed; the divi- 
dend on the Preference stock to be increased 
from April to 6 per cent.; and the capitalisa- 
tion issue not to affect the present voting 
ratio between the Ordinary and Preference 
stockholders. 
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ORGANISATION OF THE DSIR 
Conclusions of Committee of Inquiry 


THE Committee of Inquiry under the 
chairmanship of Sir Harry Jephcott, 
which was set up in April, 1955, by the 
Lord President of the Council to inquire 
jnto the organisation and functioning of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, has issued a report (Cmd. 9734, 
HMSO, price 4d.) in which the following 
conclusions on the constitution of the De- 
rtment are set out:— 

(a) The Department should be under the 
charge of a Scientific and Industrial Research 
Council, which would be appointed by and 
responsible to the Minister. 

(b) The Council should be executive, not 
advisory; the present Advisory Council 
should be abolished. 

(c) The Secretary, who would be a civil 
servant, should be the head of the Depart- 
ment under the Council, the Secretary of 
the Committee of Privy Council (if this con- 
tinues in existence) and the accounting 
officer. 

(d) The Secretary should act as the Minis- 
ter’s senior permanent adviser and have 
direct access to him in all matters affecting 
his responsibilities as accounting officer. 

(e) The Council should be empowered to 
appoint committees with members co-opted 
from outside its own membership. 


NEW GUIDE TO THE COST 
OF LIVING 


80 New Commodities Included 


[HE Minister of Labour and National 

Service, Mr. Iain Macleod, announced 
in the House of Commons on February 13 
the adoption of a new index of retail prices. 
Some 80 commodities have been added to 
the list of articles in common use on which 
the Ministry bases its calculation of the re- 
tail price index. Several other articles have 
been taken off the list because it has been 
found that they are not as popular as they 
used to be. It is believed that the new index 
will measure much more accurately the 
prices of things that people nowadays need 
and buy. 

The new index reflects the spending habits 
of 11,638 households in which the main 
wage-earner is getting less than £20 a week. 
The spending habits of households where 
the main wage-earner is getting more than 
£20 per week and households where more 
than three-yaarters of the incom depends 
on old-age pensions or National Assistance 
or both have not been taken into account. 

The old index was started in June, 1947, 
and now stands at 153. It began with a figure 
of 100. It was modified in 1952 but was re- 
garded by the Ministry as no more than a 
temporary expedient. A new survey was 
carried out in 1954 and the new index is the 
result. The index has started off at a figure 
of 100 which represented the level of retail 
prices on January 17, 1956. The figure for 
February 14 remained unchanged. 

Some interesting facts appear from the 
new survey. One is that people are spending 
less money on food. The figure for the old 
index was 43.2 per cent. and for the new, 
35 per cent. Information was collected from 
people in London, suburban and rural areas. 
The new index housing group of calculations 
covers not only rent, rates and water charges, 
but an estimated rental equivalent for owner- 
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occupiers and expenditure by both tenants 
and owner-occupiers on repairs, maintenance 
and materials for home repairs and decora- 
tions. Provision is made for measuring 
charges for house repairs and decorations 
and in the prices charged for materials 
bought by occupiers doing their own work. 

The 1947 figure is to be published alongside 
the new index figure so that unions and em- 
ployers will have time to make new agree- 
ments. The 1947 figure, however, is based 
on the new range of commodities. 


WALLBOARD IMPORTERS 
Annual Dinner in London 


THE WALLBOARD Importers’, Distributors’ 
and Merchants’ Association of the United 
Kingdom held their annual dinner at Gros- 
venor House, London, on March 22. 

The president, Mr. G. EDWARD PAYNE, 
addressed the gathering on the activities of 
the trade over the last year. He said that 
the trade appeared at the present moment 
to be recovering from an attack of indiges- 
tion which was a not unknown disease. This 
had not been helped by the credit squeeze 
and trade recession, Mr. Payne then pro- 
posed the toast of “the guests” with which 
he coupled the name of the chief guest, 
ADMIRAL SiR DENIS Boyp, KCB, CBE, DSC. 
Admiral Boyd, replying, gave some 
humorous advice on how to be successful 


in business. He also called for a better 
understanding between labour and 
employers. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. RONALD Scott, special representative of 
the Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., has left for a 
year’s survey of sales markets in Canada. Dur- 
ing the period of his stay, he will be based on 
Toronto. 

Mr. Davip Woop, BA, of Concrete, Ltd., 16, 
Northumberland-avenue, London, WC2, has 
been promoted to a directorship of the com- 
pany. He will be chiefly responsible for south- 
ern contracts, administration and training. 

Dr. F. W. Girrorp, B.SC. (Eng.), has been 
appointed to take charge of technical design for 
Concrete, Ltd. 

Mr. V. AyreS,- who previously represented F. 
Hills and Sons, Ltd., in the West Country and 
South Wales is now representing them in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire area. Mr. Ayres’ 
home address is:—Crowtree House, Crowtree- 
lane, Brighouse, Yorks. The West Country and 
South Wales areas are now covered by Mr. T. 
Tyzzer, of Ivy Cottage, Huddlesford, Lichfield. 

The Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd., have announced that Mr. W. H. Russet 
has retired from his position as executive direc- 
tor of the company’s northern building area. 
Mr. G. H. RUSSELL has been appointed man- 
ager of that area in his place. 

The UNiversaL ASBESTOS MANUFACTURING 
Co., Ltp., of Tolpits, Watford, Herts., have 
announced that Mr. R. W. Evans has taken 
over the South Wales sales territory from Mr. 
P. T. Lawrence, who will continue as the com- 
pany’s representative in Herefordshire, Glouces- 
tershire, North Wiltshire and West Monmouth- 
shire. Mr. Evans will be based upon the com- 
pany’s area sales office at 61 Park-street, Bristol 
(Tel.: Bristol 20739). Mr. A. M. Runcie, has 
taken over the Edinburgh and East Scotland 
territory from Mr. S. J. Best, who is taking up 
an appointment at the company’s head office. 
Mr. A. M.  Runcie will be based upon the 
company’s Glasgow office at Quay-road, 
Rutherglen, Lanarkshire. : 

Mr. J. McBrearty has been appointed Gen- 
eral Manager of C.A.S. (Contractors) Ltd., in 
succession to Mr. C. C. MiLter. ACA, who has 
resigned to take up a new consultancy appoint- 
ment in the Midlands. . 

Mr. R. Ross Seymour, the chairman of the 
Brady group of companies is sailing on the 
maiden voyage of the “‘ Empress of Britain,” on 
April 19 on an extended business tour of Canada 
and the United States. 
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GRANTS TO HISTORIC 
BUILDINGS 


£78,000 Given by MOW for 
Preservation 


DURING the last three months, 27 grants 

totalling £78,000, for the preservation 
of historic buildings or their contents, have 
been made by the Minister of Works, acting 
on recommendations by the Historic Build- 
ings Councils. 

The scope of the work of preservation 
that has been carried out with the aid of 
such grants in England, first made in March, 
1954, is the theme of an exhibition, “ Aid 
for Historic Buildings,” on view at Ken- 
wood, Hampstead, London, until May 9. 

The current 27 grants are for: 

ENGLAND.—Dacre Castle, Cumberland ; 
Norton Conyers (for altar table), Ripon, Yorks ; 
Cowick Hall, Snaith, Yorks; Dorfold Hall, near 
Nantwich, Cheshire (second grant); Hoghton 
Tower, near Preston, Lancs; Melbourne Hall 
(for pergola), Derbyshire; Wyberton Hall, 
near Boston, Lincs; Sawston Hall, Cambs; 
Harvington Hall, near Kidderminster, Worcs; 
Rainthorpe Hall, near Norwich, Norfolk ; Drury 
House, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk; Colchester 
Castle, Essex; Moor Park, Rickmansworth, 
Herts ; 4 to 18, Woburn-walk, St. Pancras, Lon- 
don (second grant); Mereworth Castle, near 
Maidstone, Kent (second grant); Post Mill, 
Outwood, Surrey ; Chastleton House (for tapes- 
tries), near Chipping Norton, Oxon; Claydon 
House, Bletchley, Bucks; Wolfeton House, near 
Dorchester, Dorset ; Winterborne Clenston, near 
Blandford, Dorset; Frampton Court and Wool 
Barn, Frampton-on-Severn, Glos; and Beverston 
Castle, Tetbury, Glos. 

Waes.—Capel Newydd, Nanhoron, Caernar- 


vonshire. 

ScoTLAND.—Dunderave Castle, Argyll ; 
Glamis Castle, Angus; Craigdarroch House, 
Moniaive, Uumfriesshire; 25, George-square, 
Edinburgh. 

With the grants previously announced 
during 1954 and 1955 this brings the total 
number of buildings assisted under the 
Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments 
Act to 245 and the total amounts of grants. 


to about £706,000. 
SURVEYOR’S APPOINTMENT 


MoH Refuses Council Permission to 
Terminate 


Tue Minister of Health has informed 
Brigg Urban District Council that he has 
decided not to confirm the council’s applica- 
tion for permission to terminate the appoint- 
ment of their surveyor and sanitary inspec- 
tor, Mr. Trevor Spurr. This announcement 
was made on April 3, following an extra- 
ordinary meeting of the council, when the 
Minister’s letter was considered. 

The decision is the sequel to an official 
inquiry held at Brigg Town Hall in Febru- 
ary, following the council’s allegations 
against the surveyor arising out of private 
work said to have been carried out by Mr. 
Spurr, contrary to a resolution of the coun- 
cil. Informing the council that he accepts 
the Inspector’s conclusion that dismissal 
would be serious punishment for Mr. Spurr’s 
actions, the letter continues: “ Having re- 
gard to the Inspector’s findings and all the 
circumstances of the case, the Minister is 
not prepared to consent to Mr. Spurr’s dis- 
missal. It is understood that the Minister 
of Transport and Civil Aviation has decided 
similarly in relation to Mr. Spurr’s appoint- 
ment as highway surveyor.” 

Mr. J. J. MAGRATH, Clerk of the Council, 
stated on April 3 that the matter was still 
under consideration by the council. 
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Damp-proof Composition 
TPESTS have been carried out by R. H. 
Harry Stanger, of Westminster, SW1, on 
the liquid asphaltic composition produced by 
the R.I.W. Protective Products Co., Ltd., 325, 
Whitehorse-road, Croydon, in order to assess 
its impermeability to water and water 
vapour. A two-coat membrane of the com- 
position was applied to a 14-in. thick slab 
of concrete (1:6 cement and sand) and 
covered by a 2-in. thick slab of concrete 
(1:3 cement and sand). In accordance with 
the recommendations of the Building 
Research Station, the upper slab was covered 
with linoleum stuck down with a water- 
sensitive casein adhesive, the failure of which 
would indicate a water movement. After a 
period of six months (during which a sand 
bed on which the double slab of concrete 
rested was kept saturated with water) it was 
found that the adhesion of the linoleum was 
unimpaired and showed no sign of deteriora- 
tion, proving that the liquid asphaltic com- 
position had successfully withstood the tests. 








A new shoring prop designed for maximum 
versatility has been introduced by Mabey and 


Johnson, Ltd., 54, Victoria-street, SW1. 
Known as the ‘* Multi-Prop,” it is marketed 
in one size to cover nearly the whole range of 
the usual four sizes of most standard makes. 
This versatility is achieved by special base- 
plates which allow two props to be bolted 
together to double the range ; patent reversible 
handles which allow the screwed collar to be 
turned in confined spaces, and a “ Lincoln” 
pin instead of a ring, pin and chain. This pin 
is secured to the prop by a strong swivel link 
which cannot foul the collar during adjustment. 
Shipped in pairs, the ‘* Multi-Prop” travels 
at the standard freight ton of 40 cu. ft., and can 
be handled without mechanical aid. Each 
pair weighs about \ cwt. 





A device to prevent burst pipes has been 
patented by Mr. Wilfred Javes, of Chellaston- 
road, Derhy, which will allow a domestic water 
system io be drained and refilled in a few 
moments simply by turning on a tap. It 
comprises a two-way tap which can be quickly 
fitted to the normal domestic stop-cock. Flow 
from the mains into the domestic system is 
controlled by turning the whole body of the 
device, and an auxiliary valve is incorporated 
which will allow the system to be drained 
when the stop-cock is in the “ off” position. 
The British manufacture of the unit is now 
being sought by Mr. Javes. 





Thermoplastic “ Cork” Tiles 


Following their recent introduction of par- 
quet floor tiles in thermoplastic, the Marley 
Tile Co., Ltd., London-road, Riverhead, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, are now making “Cor- 
quette,” simulating the appearance of cork 
tiles in the same material. Four colours are 
available—buff, tan, fawn, and brown— 
flecked with blending shades of the last three 
colours. 


Bricks and Blocks 


The entire range of “ Phorpres” products 
has been described and illustrated in a new 
catalogue by the London Brick Co., Ltd., 
Africa House, Kingsway, WC2. In addition 
to the Common building brick, the range 
includes a wide choice of attractive facing 
bricks for all types of dwellings, as well as 
a comprehensive range of hollow clay blocks. 


Thermostatic Boilers 


Featured on their stand at the recent Ideal 
Home Exhibition, Olympia, by Ideal Boilers 
and Radiators, Ltd., Ideal House, Great 
Marlborough-street, W1, were their new 
No. 1 “ Neo-Classic” boilers for heating 
and indirect hot water supply with thermo- 
static draught control. If this is not 
required, a model with a hand draught 
control is available; or for oil-burning, 
the boiler will be supplied with a 
blank plate to facilitate the fitting of an 
oil-burner in place of the ashpit door. A 
special fitting carrying a dial-type ther- 
mometer is provided as standard. The unit 
is available in four sizes, with ratings from 
35,000 to 65,000 BTUs per hour. 
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Trade News 


Mobile Film Unit 


A comprehensive and well-equipped 
mobile film unit has been built by Mr 
George Miller, chairman of Eastwoods, Ltd, 
158, City-road, EC1, so that a record may 
be kept of the company’s activities, new 
machinery and methods of production. 4 
darkroom has been incorporated in East. 
wood House, and the unit covers not Only 
motion pictures but all the various aspects 
of still photography as well. Among the 
subjects already covered are the production 
of stock bricks and cement, sand and ballast 
—and the 1955 Boat Race. 


Milan Fair Exhibit 


The Council of Industrial Design have 
selected the “ Hurdapta” convector open 
fire, manufactured by Hurseal, Ltd., 229, 
Regent-street, Wl, for exhibition on the 
British stand at the International Samples 
Fair, now open at Milan until April 27. 


Overseas Expansion 


Further overseas expansion in Australia 
and on the Pacific sea-board of the North 
American continent is contemplated by 
the £5m. British Paints, Ltd., group of 
companies. This was disclosed by the 
chairman, Mr. J. W. Adamson, at a recent 
reception for 139 employees who had served 
with the company for 25 years and more, 
Each of the guests was presented with 
an inscribed gold wristlet watch. 


‘New Emblem 


The British Plaster Board (Manufacturing) 
Ltd., Bath House, 82, Piccadilly, W1, have 
adopted the blue hawk (peregrine falcon) as 
the emblem for the whole of the company’s 
products. 


Firm Acquisition 
The gravity and pressure die cast foun- 
dries operated by Renfrew Foundries, Ltd., 


have now been acquired by High Duty 
Alloys, Ltd., Slough, Bucks. 


Change of Address 


The chief offices of the Limmer and Trini- 
dad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., are now situ- 
ated at Trinidad Lake House, 232-242, 
Vauxhall Bridge-road, SW1 (Tel.: Tate 
Gallery 4388). 


Coloured Washers 


The main feature on the stand of Easi- 
clene Porcelain-Enamel (1938), Ltd., Darlas- 
ton, South Staffs., at the recent Ideal Homes 
Exhibition, has been the new availability of 
their electric washing machines in colour to 
match any kitchen decor. The range 
includes red, light blue, cream, eau-de-nil or 
white, and different combinations can be 
obtained by changing the wringer and lids 
as required. 


Tea Centre Exhibition 


Examples of the uses of expanded metal, 
ranging from foundations for the Trans- 
Antarctic Expedition’s base huts to the 
Regent-street Christmas snowflakes and 
shields for troops in Cyprus, will be featured 
at an exhibition to be held by the Expanded 
Metal Co., Ltd., Burwood House, Caxton- 
street, SW1, at the Tea Centre, Regent-street, 
from April 17 to 20 inclusive. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


From Our Parliamentary 
Correspondent 


THE RESTRICTIVE TRADE 
PRACTICES BILL 


ue House of Commons returned to duty 

on Tuesday (April 10) after the Easter 
recess, and as a curtain raiser to the Budget 
next Tuesday (April 17) began to dispose of 
a formidable list of amendments to the 
Restrictive Trade Practices Bill in com- 
mittee on Wednesday. There are about 300 
amendments and several new «lauses already 
on the paper, and it is obvious that a large 
slice of the Parliamentary time table will 
have to be allocated to disposing of them. 

Most of the more controversial amend- 
ments arise from the Opposition’s desire to 
delete the High Court plan for dealing with 
restrictive practices—which they believe to 
be unwieldy—and to substitute instead an 
administrative tribunal. For this purpose 
they wish to reconstitute the functions of the 
Monopolies Commission, which the Gov- 
ernment have decided to abandon. 

Several changes in the method of setting 
up the court are advocated. Some Con- 
servative back benchers want it established 
by the Attorney-General, while Labour 
members suggest that it should be set up 
by the President of the Board of Trade, and 
be responsible to him. Whatever the merits 
of these particular proposals, there is little 
doubt that the Government will not flinch 
from the attitude they have adopted. As 
was indicated on the second reading, they 
are determined not to undermine its scope. 
although there may be some slight relaxa- 
tion here and there in principle. 


The Clean Air Bill 

On the first day back the House dealt 
with the final stages of the Clean Air Bill. 
the committee stage of which was concluded 
just before the House adjourned for Easter 
after consideration lasting about seven 
weeks. At ‘one time it appeared that the 
Bill might be a long time in committee, and 
might experience difficulty in making pro- 
gress after the recess, especially as the con- 
troversy on the trade practices Bill and the 
discussions on the Budget and the Finance 
Bill were likely to take much of the avail- 
able time. 

However, the spirit of compromise and 
common sense prevailed, and Mr. Sandys was 
able to spend the comparative leisure of the 
recess contemplating the “homework” 
which the committee had set him. Mem- 
bers were not happy about some provisions, 
particularly those relating to defences 
against a contravention which were foreseen 
as loopholes to escape responsibility. It 
was those defences which led to lengthy 
debates—occupying at least three whole sit- 
tings—and prompted an amendment by the 
Minister which lays down that it shall be a 
defence to prove that the contravention was 
caused by a combination of two or more of 
the causes specified in the Bill, provided 
that all practicable action had been taken 
to minimise the emission of dark smoke. 

One of the more important alterations to 
the Clean Air Bill is the proposal by the 
Minister, in fulfilment of a promise during 
the committee stage, to set up a Clean Air 
Council. This will be a consultative body, 
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the chairman of which will be the Minister, 
not, as was proposed originally by some back 
benchers, a statutory body armed with cer- 
tain powers and directions. A similar body 
will be set up for Scotland, with the Secre- 
tary of State as chairman. The main func- 
tions of the council will be to enable the 
Minister and the Secretary of State to keep 
under review the progress made under the 
measure when it becomes operative, or 
under other legislation dealing with air pol- 
lution. They will also enable the two 
Ministers to obtain the advice of persons 
having special knowledge, experience or 
responsibility about the prevention of air 
pollution. The constitution and procedures 
of these councils are not specified, but their 
exact composition will ibe dealt with by 
order, and can be amended by subsequent 
orders when necessary. 


The conflict which arose between the 
Minister and some members of the com- 
mittee about the functions of the alkali in- 
spectorate was resumed when Mr. Sandys 
sought to delete the provisions inserted, after 
his advice had been rejected and the Gov- 
ernment defeated on the division, relating to 
the appointment of local authority officials 
to carry out the functions and duties carried 
out by the inspectorate. The amendment 
which was carried during the committee 
stage gave the Minister power to authorise 
local authorities to appoint such officers 
where he was satisfied they had the tech- 
nical qualifications and on application being 
made to him. 

Attention was drawn to the small number 
of inspectors and the large areas of the 
country for which they had responsibility, 
and it was argued that even the increase 
permitted by the Bill was insufficient to meet 
the larger demands that would arise from its 
operation. Mr. Sandys resisted this, quot- 
ing figures to show the number of visits 
already paid to factories by the inspectors 
and pointing out that it would be invidious 
to ask the Minister to inform a local auth- 
ority that he did not consider an official was 
suitable for such an appointment. 

The section of the Bill providing the 
requirement that new furnaces shall so far 
as practicable be smokeless wiil not apply 
to furnaces designed solely or mainly for 
use for domestic purposes, and the power 
of the Minister to exempt any class of fire- 
place from the provisions of the section 
setting up smoke control areas is to be 
widened so that in granting such an exemp- 
tion he has to be satisfied that such fire- 
places could be used for burning fuel other 
than authorised fuels without producing 
“any smoke or a substantial quantity of 
smoke.” The Bill originally specified an 
“undue” amount of smoke. 


Budget Speculations 


Of course, most of the thoughts of mem- 
bers will be about the popular political 
speculation which always occurs at this time 
of the year—‘What will the Chancellor 
do?” In existing circumstances, however, 
the annual exercise could be more aptly 
termed “‘ What can the Chancellor do?” It 
would seem that even with a Budget surplus 
to hand, balanced against the continuing 
need to maintain the credit squeeze and 
other monetary policies, Mr. Macmillan in 
introducing his first Budget next Tuesday 
(April 17) can do little more than stand 
easy. 
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It will be interesting, however, to see 
whether he has given any further thought 
since February to the reintroduction of some 
form of building control as a method of 
reducing Government expenditure. There 
is no doubt that the action of the credit 
squeeze has had its effect on building—as 
was evidenced by the Economic Survey and 
more recently by spokesmen for the indus- 
try—but the Chancellor will still have to 
look for economies in expenditure if the full 
weight of his monetary policy is to be felt. 

In rejecting the idea in February Mr. 
Macmillan told the House frankly that he 
had carefully examined the question—one, 
incidentally, about which he knew a good 
deal—and although he did not think either 
side of the House was much enamoured of 
such a control, added: “I have not ruled 
it out of my thoughts.” His main difficulty 
was that such a costly and elaborate con- 
trol would not achieve their purposes as effi- 
ciently as the system of credit and fiscal 
management on which they were engaged. 


THE ECONOMIC SURVEY 


[DISCUSSING the prospects for the build- 

ing industry in 1956, the Government’s 
Economic Survey, 1956, published on March 
27 (Cmd. 9728, Stationery Office, 1s. 9d.) 
states that output will be still higher than 
it was in 1955. 

The amount of industrial building started 
in 1955 was about one third higher than in 
the previous year, and most of that addi- 
tional work could be expected to make good 
progress this year as site labour forces had 
by now been built up. In spite of the reduc- 
tion in housing starts in 1955 the amount 
of work was substantial, and although starts 
in 1956 were somewhat uncertain it was 
thought that with the slum clearance pro- 
grammes gaining impetus the total amount 
of housing in 1956 should be only slightly 
less than last year. 

Civil engineering work should show a 
further increase during the year. Apart 
from factory building which the industry 
would be called on to undertake the amount 
of work on the new road programme should 
be about twice as large as that in 1955. In 
relation to this aspect of the Government's 
project, Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, Minister 
of Transport, informed the Commons on 
March 28 that a total of £90m. would be 
spent on road construction this year. 

The volume of industrial building showed 
a marked increase and there was a substan- 
tial rise in the work done on commercial 
premises: those two items between them 
accounted for about an extra £30m. The 
amount of work started on new schools rose 
because of the enlarged programme of 
major and minor works. 

Apart from steel, supplies of building 
materials were satisfactory. Brick produc- 
tion was steady at the 1954 level and was 
adequate because of the reduced demand 
from the housing programmes. Cement pro- 
duction rose by 500,000 tons. More than 
50,000 tons more steel reinforcing rods were 
used by the industry than in 1954, but in 
spite of increased supplies shortages were 
reported. 

Building costs which had remained 
reasonably steady during the last year rose 
by four per cent. in 1955. The price of many 
building materials rose during the year and 
higher wages were agreed. 

It is pointed out that in 1955 building 
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owners were free for the first time since 
the beginning of the war to put in hand such 
work as the building and civil engineering 
industry was willing to undertake. This led 
to an increase in the load of work on the 
industry, and in some parts of the country 
the labour force was ,inadequate. 


Although handicapped by extremely bad 
building weather in the early months of the 
year the output recovered in later months, 
and for the entire year the net output was 
two per cent. higher than in 1954, and em- 
ployment on average was similarly up. 

Substantial changes occurred in the local 
authority housing programme during the 
year, and the amount of work fell by £75m. 
compared with the previous year. That fall 
was only partly offset by the increase in 
the work for private owners, so that the 
total amount of housing was lower than in 
1954, the number of completions dropping 
from 354,000 to 324,000. 


Prospects for 1956 


There was a Substantial rise in fixed 
investment during the year, estimated at 
£185m. or 7} per cent. in spite of a fall of 
£50m. in house building. Public investment 
in housing declined sharply, but other new 
building rose by nearly 12 per cent. In 
considering the prospects for 1956 it is 
suggested that although higher interest 
rates, the stringency of credit and the reduc- 
tion of programmes in the public sector will 
bring about a change in business expecta- 
tions and a revision of plans, nevertheless 
the amount of work already put in hand is 
so large that the rate of expenditure on 
fixed investment is likely to be appreciably 
higher in 1956. 


Road Construction 


Mr. WATKINSON, in another reply about 
road construction, said the acquisition of 
land for the Ross Spur is about to start and 
preparation of contract details for the 
London-Birmingham section of the London- 
Yorkshire Motorway was proceeding. Work 
preparatory to the publication of a draft 
scheme under Section 1 of the Special Roads 
Act, 1949, was in hand for the second sec- 
tion of the London-Yorkshire Motorway 
and for the Preston-Birmingham Motorway. 
He had decided to make the scheme for the 
first section of the London-Yorkshire 
Motorway under the powers conferred on 
him by the Special Roads Act. 

Before coming to this decision he care- 
fully considered all the objections which had 
been registered and all the representations 
which had been made. The majority of the 
objections related to matters of access, com- 
pensation and accommodation works on 
particular properties. In respect of the small 
number of objections of which the effect 
was to propose alterations to the provisional 
line of route (for the purpose of establish- 
ing which the draft Scheme was published) 
he was making immediate arrangements for 
his officials and representatives of the con- 
sulting engineers to get into touch with the 
objectors to discuss their suggestions in de- 
tail. If in the light of these discussions it 
was practicable to make any of the minor 
modifications proposed on the line of route 
to reduce yet further the interference with 
private property, he was prepared to con- 
sider making them under the powers referred 
to above. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
The Housing Subsidies Bill 

THE Housinc Sussipies BILL, after ten 
days of close scrutiny in the House of Com- 
mons, received a third reading by 294 votes 
to 246 on February 15. Mr. Duncan 
Sanpys, the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, pointed out that the Bill had 
passed through with few amendments, which 
showed how well it had stood the careful 
scrutiny of the House. The Bill had four 
aims in securing its object of providing a 
new and more realistic structure for housing 
finance. These were: to provide subsidies 
only to the extent that they were needed; to 
encourage local authorities to devote a 
larger share of their building efforts to re- 
housing slum dwellers; to ensure the con- 
tinued progress of new towns and town 
development schemes to accommodate over- 
spill population from congested areas; and 
to make special provision for the housing 
of workers coming to an area to meet the 
needs of important industry that was short 
of labour. 


Frost Damage 


DEALING with the damage to houses by 
frost and frozen pipes, MR. DUNCAN SANDys, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
said in the Commons on February 21, that 
he was making inquiries to ascertain how 
extensive the damage had been; and how far 
recently built houses had been affected. He 


also proposed to consult the water under- . 


takers as to what more effective methods 
could be adopted to ensure better observ- 
ance of the by-laws. 


Modular Co-ordination 


Mr. SANDys, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, in a written answer on 
February 22, said that he was carefully 
watching the development of modular co- 
ordination in the laying out and construction 
of buildings. As soon as methods applic- 
able to Britain had been evolved he would 
consider the advice to be given to local 
authorities. SiR ALFRED Bossom asked the 
Minister to circularise local authorities urg- 
ing them to consider the application of this 
science, which was being actively considered 
and applied in many European countries 
and in the United States. 


Insulation of Houses 

Mr. BevINS, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Works, in a written answer 
on February 22, said that the provision of 
double windows in a three-bedroomed house 
would probably cost between £25 and £100, 
and the insulation of the bedroom ceilings 
by glass wool, £6 to £7. The resulting 
yearly saving in fuel could be as much as a 
quarter and half a ton of coal respectively, 
if heat comfort remained unchanged, though 
experience showed that improved insulation 
usually resulted in greater comfort rather 
than in the saving of fuel. 


St. Thomas’s Medical School 


Mr. DuncAN SANDYS, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, told the Commons 
on February 28 that he had called in the 
planning application by the London Univer- 
sity to rebuild the medical school at St. 
Thomas’s Hospital, London, for his decision. 
He said that he had done this because of 
the national importance of the site, facing 
the Houses of Parliament and adjoining 
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Lambeth Palace. He had also ordered , 
public inquiry. 

Mr. Sandys agreed that where possible 
rather more uniformity in the method of 
presenting planning appeal decision was 
desirable, and he was considering how that 
might best be achieved. 

SiR ALFRED Bossom asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, if, before 
taking steps either about the exact location 
or height of the proposed development of 
the St. Thomas’s Hospital site, he would 
have a clear diagrammatic sketch prepared 
showing the relation between the proposed 
new structure, Westminster Abbey, the 
Houses of Parliament and the other impor- 
tant buildings now existing in the immediate 
proximity of the site. 

MR. SANDYS, in a written reply on March 
27, stated: An inquiry is being held on 
May 8 into the proposals as submitted. 
Before arriving at any decision following 
the inquiry, I shall certainly bear in mind 
the relationship of the building, espectaliy 
its height, to other buildings in the vicinity, 


Technical Education 


PRESENTING the Government’s proposals 
for the expansion of technical education 
during the period 1957-62, Sir Davip 
EccLes, Minister of Education, informed the 
Commons on February 29 that £70m. would 
be spent on building in England and Wales 
and £15m. for equipment. In Scotland the 
amounts would be £10m. and £2m. The 
capital programme would be exempt from 
cuts, delays or postponements of any kind 
because the Government felt it was funda- 
mental to the nation’s economic prosperity. 
Local authorities would be assisted in a 
way they had not been before, because there 
was a firm programme for five years. 

In a White Paper, the Minister explained 
that £39m. worth of work would be started 
in England and Wales in the first three years 
of the period. After that the Government 
would consider what further measures were 
needed. Among the projects was a £15m. 
scheme for the expansion of the Imperial 
College and other schemes at Birmingham, 
Bristol, Cambridge, Glasgow, Leeds, Man- 
chester, Newcastle, Sheffield and Southamp- 
ton. 


Cost of a House 


Mr. ENOcH POWELL, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary, Ministry of Housing and _ Local 
Government, said in the Commons on 
March 1, that the average cost of a national 
three-bedroomed house in 1951 was £1,396, 
and today it was £1,442. The total repay- 
ments on such a house by a local authority. 
assuming a 60-year loan, were £3,520 and 
£4,754 respectively. The amounts of such 
repayments for interest loan charges were 
£2,124 and £3,312. 


Cost of Cement 


IN THE COMMONS on March 13, MR. 
BUCHAN-HEPBURN, Minister of Works, said 
that his department paid 95s. a ton for 
cement compared with 38s. 11d. in 1939. 
He added that if one took 100 as the base 
figure aJl building materials prices were 
more than three times what they were in 
1939, bricks three times and cement two- 
and-a-half. 

The Minister said that it was estimated that 
£197,000 would be spent in the current finan- 
cial year on Government office building in 
London, and £615,000 in 1956-57. The new 
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yuilding in Whitehall Gardens accounted for 
£160,000 and £530,000 of those totals. This 
yyilding was half finished and it would be 
most expensive and uneconomic to stop it 
this stage. About £1,710,000 would be in- 
qed on the building of those offices. 


Private Office Building 


PRIVATE Office building in 1953 was about 
one per cent. of the total output of all new 
york and in 1955 when there was much more 
huilding in progress the percentage was only 
47, said MR. BUCHAN-HEPBURN, Minister 
of Works, in the House of Commons on 
March 20. Expenditure on office building 
jn 1955 was about three and a half times that 
in 1953. 

He stated, in reply to another question, 
that plans for the development of land in 
Bloomsbury for the National Library pro- 
ject of the British Museum were still under 
gnsideration. Existing occupants of hous- 
ing and business premises, which would be 
demolished for the project, were not likely 
to be disturbed for a few years. 


Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, in a written reply 
the same day, said that by January 31 this 
year grants under Part II of the Housing 
Act, 1949, had been approved for 58,723 
dwellings, made up of 53,979 improvements 
and 4,744 conversions. Of these, 43,312 
improvements and 3,538 conversions grants 
had been approved since the Housing Re- 
pairs and Rents Act, 1954, came into opera- 
tion. 


The Clean Air Bill 


LocaL authorities outside the county of 
London are to be given powers to reject 
plans for the erection of new factories or the 
extension of existing factories or similar 
buildings if the chimneys specified in the 
plans submitted for approval are not of a 
sufficient height to satisfy the planning 
authority that they can prevent the smoke, 
grit and gases they are designed to carry 
from becoming a nuisance or a menace to 
health. 

This provision is included in a new clause 
which was incorporated in the Clean Air 
Bill during the closing stages of its considera- 
tion by a standing committee of the House 
of Commons on March 22. Residences, 
shops and offices are excluded. In reach- 
ing their decision the locai authority will 
take into account the purposes of the chim- 
ney, the position and description of the build- 
ings in the neighbourhood, the levels of the 
aeighbouring ground and any other matters 
which may in the circumstances require 
consideration. 

A right of appeal to the Minister against 
any rejection is granted to anyone who is 
interested in the building, and the Minister 
may confirm or cancel the rejection. The 
erection or extension of a generating station, 
other than a private generating station, will 
not be affected by the provisions of the new 
clause. 

Mr. ENocH Powe LL, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary, Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, who moved the clause, said 
that the County of London was excluded for 
technical reasons, for under the London 
Building Acts there were already powers in 
London for the purposes which the new 
¢lause made possible. 

During the consideration of the Bill, which 
lasted almost seven weeks, there was con- 
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siderable discussion about the three defences 
which could be entered against a prosecution 
for a contravention of the prohibitions of 
emitting dark smoke, and at one stage it 
appeared that the Bill would be longer in 
committee. One of the matters on which 
confiict arose was that relating to unsuit- 
able fuel. This will arise again when the 
Bill is before the House on report stage soon 
after the Easter recess, as indeed will the 
question of local authorities appointing 
Officials to carry out the duties now under- 
taken by alkali inspectors, on which the 
Government suffered their only defeat. 
Other questions which will come up for 
further consideration will be a new clause 
by the Government to constitute a Clean 
Air Council, and the installation of smoke 
recording instruments in industrial premises. 


The Irish Tunnel Project 


For the second time within 12 months Mr. 
MONTGOMERY HybDE drew the attention of 
the House of Commons to the need to pro- 
vide a cross-channel tunnel between Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. When first he men- 
tioned it on November 16 he received a flat 
rejection from Mr. Boyd-Carpenter, then 
Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, 
but on March 23, when he proposed the 
appointment of a committee to investigate 
and report on the matter, MR. HUGH MoL- 
SON, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry, 
was not quite so negative and unyielding. 

After pointing out that Mr. Hyde had not 
made out a prima facie case to justify their 
appointing a special committee, Mr. MOL- 
SON promised that there would be discussions 
between the Home Office and his department, 
and if on closer examination it appeared that 
there was any likelihood of bringing any 
substantial alleviation to the unemployment 
difficulties in Northern Ireland then the 
Ministry should be prepared to consider the 
matter more closely. 


LCC 


Prefabs in Open Spaces 


Mr. Epwin BayLiss said in reply to a 
question from Mr. J. M. Oakey, at a meet- 
ing of the Council on March 6, that there 
were 1,375 dwellings at the Council’s parks 
and open spaces. The MOW had been noti- 
fied that 250 of these were vacant and their 
contractors had so’far demolished 67. The 
Council had intended to rehouse completely 
all the occupants of prefabs by December, 
1960. However, owing to the many housing 
priority demands he (Mr. Bayliss) was con- 
sidering approaching the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government with a view to 
extending the time for clearance to 1965. 

Kingsway Subway 

AT the meeting Mr. NORMAN FARMER 
asked the chairman of the Town Planning 
Committee had his attention been called to 
a report appearing in the national Press 
about the use of Kingsway Subway, West- 
minster, as a self-contained film studio and 
had the chairman any comment. 

Mr. RicHARD EpMonpDs, replying, said 
that his attention had been called and that 
such use would require consents by the 
Council under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, and the London Build- 
ing Acts. Informal inquities had been made 
to the Superintending Architect of Metro- 
politan Buildings but no applications for 
such consents had been received. 
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Fund for Education 


Tue LMBA fund opened last autumn by 
Mr. L. J. Holloway when President to give 
a send-off to the new Board of Building 
Education set up by the Institute of Builders 
has now reached a total of £3,500 and has 
been closed at that figure. Among the 
subscribers since the original list was 
published are the following:— Bovis, Ltd.; 
W. H. Gaze and Sons, Ltd.; Hammond and 
Miles, Ltd.; Limmer and Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd. Members of the LMBA 
who still wish to subscribe are invited to 
send their donations direct to the Institute of 
Builders. 


Luncheon to Lord Mayor 


THE LMBA luncheon to the Lord Mayor, 
postponed from May 3, owing to the Lord 
Mayor’s visit to the United States, will now 
take place on Friday, September 21. 


London Regional Joint Committee 


Mr. D. C. C. Roperts, MA, FIOB, of the 
LMBA, has been elected chairman, and Mr. 
A. McCleary of the ASW, vice-chairman, of 
the London Regional Joint Committee for 
1956. The Joint Secretaries, Mr. R. E. 
Stenning and Mr. E. L. Jones, have been 
reappointed. 


Joint Apprenticeship 


Mr. F. L. Moore, of the AUBTW, and 
Mr. K. J. Pearce, TD, of the LMBA, have 
been elected chairman and vice-chairman 
respectively of the London Regional Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee. 


Young Builders to Visit USA 


Stx young builders, employed in the 
control and supervision of building contracts 
by firms belonging to the LMBA’s North 
Eastern area are to leave on April 18 on 
a three weeks’ visit to the United States to 
investigate American building methods. 


The Cricket Club 


THE following matches have now been 
arranged by the LMBA Cricket Club: May 
30 v. LCC Architects, Kidbrooke; June 8 v. 
Blue Circle Sports Club, Bromley; June 20 v. 
RICS, Ibis Ground, Chiswick; July 18 v. 
RIBA, Earlsfield. 

In addition the Club is playing the 
National Federation at the Blue Circle 
Ground on July 9. 


*“COLLUSIVE TENDERING” 
AT BIRKENHEAD 


Finance Committee Chairman’s 
Allegations 


THE CHAIRMAN of Birkenhead Corpora- 
tion’s finance committee, ALD. J. W. OaTEs, 
has complained at what he describes as 
“collusive tendering” in connection with 
Corporation work. He declared at a recent 
meeting of the Town Council that sometimes 
ten firms put in tenders, and in works run- 
ning into thousands of pounds all the 
tenders were within a shilling or two of 
each other. 

Atb. C. J. YATES pointed out that the 
Government had shown a desire to put a 
stop to collusive tendering, but he added 
that it was not all one-sided. There were 
the restrictive practices forced on employers 
by the TUC. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





y bap information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 

Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


£. 6:4; 

Pit Ballast ann ‘ain Sa ae ees -. per yd. 1 3 46 
Pit Sand eae nie ae nee nae a ee ee 
Washed Sand . eve ooo ane ne 1 6 4 
Zin. Shingle... ae ese see 55 ' 25 
# in. Broken Brick ; a 100 
Pan Breeze ‘ seis ae ne ip 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate bes os perten 3 0 9 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site... os 1» sperston. 5 1 6 

1 to 6 tons, site : na S43° 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton Toads § and up- 

wards to site Ps Siz <0 

1 to 6 tons do. site... + 6 4 0 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 

ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots roe % 718 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. -” ton. 
White Portland Cement cs ss 3 2 @ 
Under 1 ton per cwt. is 67 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards per ton 614 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up = 14 8 3 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London = 6 8 9 
Moler Mortar. Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

Sites) . 5 percwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks oe eee eee see eos per 1,000 -11 17 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... wae aap ove ae Be 10 16 0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) _... oes =a ses as 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... 5 816 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton _— to sites in ae 


District Commons Se “ 513 0 
Cellular BO. <5 so oe a ae mG 513 0 
Keyed G0:. “sss ove aoe eee son a 515 0 
Rustics ‘ ee one ae wae ae * 618 0 
Cellular Rustics ... mae me oe a 618 0 
Single Bullnose Commons. aoe Sis ae ma 613 0 
Sandfaced ... eos “an ses see a ne 713 0 
Tuscans See os is “= mn ae i 8 8 0 
Saxons ae sae ie ie nee ma 8 16 0O 
Golden Buffs _ , nee ee 9 3 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) .. . 7h 2 5) 6 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 5 - 7a 27 19 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . . ie 24 14 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) oF am 10 it) 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) ... a 917 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . ‘= 714 0 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire — (Condon 
stations) ae a 26 6 3 
3 in. do. (London stations) . = soe a 3112 0 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) me 36 0 0 
2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red “Facings 
(London sites) 14 8 6 
24 in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
sites) Pe 14 13 6 


2¢ in. Hand- made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
sites 


i in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London sites) oes oe * 16 1 0 
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£ 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- os 
shire district (London sites) -- per 1,000 17 1] 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour Facings. 


w 


Berkshire district (London sites) - E? Gag 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) . = 41 10 9 
2§ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) en 13 6 9 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt ‘Multi “Stock | Facings 

(London sites) - 14 18 9 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, B ‘Brown— 

Stretchers... <n a 64 0 0 

Headers . os cas one a 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and = in. - Flats me 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ae ees ae aus me 85 0 0 

Double Headers... oes pele ner ane pa 77 10 0 

One side and two ends : aes " 87 0 0 

Two sides and one end sa Ste ab es 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints ae oa 83 0 0 


Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. . Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174% for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). 
HOLLOw CLAy PARTITION BLOCKs (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 
yi re oes rer 140 yds. Ss ... peryd.sup. 4 4 
20 iN. 5.5 ~~ ny 140 yds. wee ia a 47 
*3in. (3 cavity) = 120 yds. ea 8 
BUILDING BLocs (Keyed) 

*3 in. (6 cavity) ies ype = 5 6 
*4 in. (6 cavity) , a ae eae i 6 9 
6in. (83 in. x Sgin.) 1 230 Gone ak .. per 1,000 26 6 0 

* Half blocks at no extra charge. 

CLINKER CONCRETE 

15 | or sts mee 100 yds. 5 ... per yd.sup. 3 9 
Zeiss aaa ies 85 yds. pa oe ce 44 
SOS. ccs aes ae 75 yds. eos eee Ke ae, 
Ins  c« me ax 55 yds. See nea os 6 5 

CRANHAM 

ys err me ase aes cas ie aoa és 6 8 
pe ee = ee aoe es ae ave us 714 
S1Ds <cs a on eee Pan ae “ee x 8 7 
4 in. Fe ous we wae e 10 7 
4} in. Load bearing quality ave = ne ll 8 

MoLeR PARTITION BLOCKS 

vi a sae 150 yds. ie aoe oe 15 6 
rill. <<< ae re 120 yds. eae ee ‘si 15: 9 
Sin. ... aa ae 100 yds. iia wea ae 16 0 
4in 90 yds. ies 19 0 


a CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


210s «cs nan re 100 yds. r ~ 5 
2PaR: ose saa oe 80 yds. wee wae - : Ff 
31D. os ue ge 65 yds. as ase a 1 
4in. ... ae aes 50 yds. ae ass me 5 6 
44in. ... a sue 44 yds. Eee ace i 10 2 
OATN.: o:5ey es ; 33 yds. 13 8 
" ‘Tmehaannave-Yeeneo PARTITION BLOCKS 
2hin. . i 120 yds. ses 611 
THERMALITE-Y TONG LOADBEARING InsuLATING ‘BLocks 
Sts «<6 100 yds. ee mr 8 3b 
4in. ... avs eie 75 yds. are ata ja 10 9 
=) | ae sae eee 60 yds. ke eae a 3S 
Gin: se aoe a 50 yds. ee tee a 16 If 
Sin. ... ae ea 373 yds. aes cas ae , 26 
ae - eee 33 yds. a oi 1 4 3p 
OoR BLOCKS AND FILLER TILES 
3 in. Floor ‘Sie rod in. sacha 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads . a : acad 1,000 33 6 0 

4 in. Os onc os pes ie eee ; a 35 14 0 
5 in. dO. i. ae as vee eae Ne a 42 10 0 
6 in. MG; is cee ae eas wae AA e 47 17 0 
Ln > cos wae ane Sen <ee aes a = : : 
10°03" x filles Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1, 000 multiples 6 15 0 
12” x3" Xs" do. do. Pe wh 64 10 0 
10’ x4’ xz’ do. do. ‘ id 71 0 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. ' 

The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 

Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot j 

Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
Best Quality nag _— +1178% | ot 7 
BSS Best do. ... — +10% +1174% 410% - et 
Tested Quality |. si T39e te $37(5,+ 130% 
BSS Tested do. — +47$%4+1173% +474%+ 130% 
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sTONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
: Delivered ex Manuf Work £ s.d Delivered London area. £<¢. 4 
: elivered ex Manufacturers’ Works ‘ 1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
Bet Quality, -~ +85 % $105% $5%., ype ey ei 112 0 
do. ... +10% +85% +10% +105% +10% +1i5% oe ey 5 oil eal nears 113 0 
Tested a Quality s+ $373 +85? +374 4+ 105 7 +374%+ 115% 2 ft. 6in. x 6ft.6in. ... “ad aaa 7“ * 114 0 
Bs Tested do... +474% 485% +474 +108 7 +4744 115% tree case” “ 116 6 
3in, Land Drain Pipes Gat 12 in. wasned --- per 1,000 HH : ¢ 2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deat 
4in. O. +. ‘ ore ” 29 19 0 2: 6m, x GR Gm «:. wy mes ee jah 22 <G 
éin. te cx ose aa ‘ee aes ‘is os 37°53 0 2 ft. 9 in. x 6ft. 6in. ... = 211 6 
0171 gin, do. ... o oe os eee ” 2 in. Panel, top pang en —_ Pattern 2 x G in deal nian 
3 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft aaa ‘sien en «se a 
DAMP COURSE 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. ¢ in a és pes pee se 33 6 
17 63 Hessian eager eh 7 . per 6 al in 24 “y rolls 
41 10 ut to wall widths in lots o value and over 
. delivered London area . ... per yd. sup. 3 34 SUNDRIES 
13 6 9 Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. _ do. do. a 5 2 Delivered London area. 
lead lined bitumen ditto 94 Ib. per yd. sup. do. i 12 2 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
14 18 9 § {8in. x 9 in. British damp course slates ... —... per 1,000 41 12 8 quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. tol ton)... ... peryd. 5 8 
iin. X 9 in. do. 7 ROE te a 32 0 0 1} in. do. (67 yds. tolton)... ... a 7 4 
64 0 0 gin. X 9 in. do. do. See ses ro 18 2 6 2 in. do. (52 yds. tolton)...  «.. a 8 11% 
63 0 0 18in. X 44 in. do. do. se eee ” 19 2 6 2k in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) . aes a 10 3 
80 0 9 & i4in. x 44 in. do. do. a nae - is & 9 ce do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) . ” IL 5 
85 0 9 Qin. x 44 in. do. do. ose eee * 10 5 3 Quantities under 1 ton add id. per + in. of thickness. 
77 10 0 4in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
87 0 0 STONE per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
89 10 0 Ff Bath Stone— 4 in. Hardboard do. ice meat x 2 1 6 
83 0 0 Monks Park — _ ses . per ft. cube 8 0 fs in. do. <a 3 2 6 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground a 9 0 # in. Asbestos Flat Building 8 ‘Sheets aaa mee . per yd. sup. 3 8 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 4 in. do. . oe aa ee ‘i 4 10 
B.R. Western Region. or Felt, ply x a a ada ee es ; : 
Doulting Stone Kandom Blocks. Delivered neni area ,, 8 9 -pl see oe see oo >» 
Beer nog Delivered London area aS, i 8 3 Best Scotch Glue in slabs... “as a ..- per $ cwt. 2 ; : 
Portland Stone— do. pearl ace ace “" on5” 23% 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average Croid Glue... as ose ese “a6 : 661) 0 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton lots)... vee eee POF ton 63 0 0 
Southern Region : re s 8 3} do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) ose aes oe 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. ~ Nelle, o ~ pe —_ 1 = ~ om : : ; 
4 4 Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. - in. and up (4-cwt. ots) pis ies ™ 
47 gin. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 
5 4 stooled cills “a > ; : - ft. cube : 2 : METALS 
lin. X 6 in. 0. oO. . ” 
5 6 12in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated : Re 119 O Resis Joiste— Steet Joists, Ec. 
6 9 12in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping a 2 ZG Gin. x Sin.,8in. x Sin.,8in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6in. 
26 6 0 M4in. X 6 in. __ do. do. exe ” 4 7 0 12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 
44in. X 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face... a = 2 9 culm aves perton 4110 0 
3in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes... ... per ft. sup. 7 6 Entre for sizes a - 7 
5 Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. Zin. x thin 4in. X 1}in 310 0 
44 thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft. cube 1 5 9 ee Aa ui ‘ 210 0 
> 3 Do. do. fair one — for fair faced Foes > EEa Geer) taal a ae . 110 0 
6 5 brickwork ve sane ” 110 6 Sin. x 2hin. aie i. ce CS ° 115 0 
Hard York— 4} in. x l}in. ee, aoe eee ee 338 
6 8 12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 Sin. X 4$in Tin. x 3hin iin. x Sin 15 0 
74 14in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top éin, X 3, 24in. x 7} ee ks es af 4 200 
8 7 and front - perft.cube2 § 0 Gin. x 4¢in. —-7iin. X 4in. 8 in. x 4in. 150 
10 7 12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed top and front - 2 2 G@ Qin. xX 4in 10in. x Sin - 
ll 8 2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes_... per ft. sup. 8 6 12in. x Sin, 22 in. X 7in. “ ws aid 1 0 0 
2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup.2 19 3 Sins Naw {Gin 3 Sic in. x Sin, " 
15 6 14in. x Stin. 14 in. Xx 6in. 14 in. x 8in. 
15 9 ae a Venere 15in. x Sin. 15 in. x 6in. 16 in. x 6in. 2 10 0 
16 0 Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. 16in. X Sin: 18 in. X 6in. 18 in. X 7in. 
19 0 Machine-made Pantiles and French aang Tiles from 18 in. x Bin. 20in. x ofin. 20 in. x 7hin. 
VARIOUS Lincolnshire district a per das 29 8 0 Steel angles average price o ae ih 4-5 @ 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district <a) Par ae 50 9 O Steel tees average price ve 6G - 445 0 
$ 9 Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district aaa 58 13 6 Fabricated work delivered Londoa— ” 
6 ll Hand-made 10$ x 64 tiles Berkshire district ie ‘i 14 1 6 RS. Joists cut and fitted = i ae 58 10 0 
si Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district... waa 13 18 9 Compound girders... ; ” es a 23 6410 0 
9 6 Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ran Pfr 110 O Stanchions ; a oi: ye ee ” 70 0 0 
10 2 Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles’ do. ... ici aa 18 0 Compound stanchions ‘ ee ae a 4°50 
13 8 Concrete tiles 104 x 64 tee ee nee ate 8 1 : In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins es: : 87 10 0 
do. Interlocking (498) ... ooo @ =s¢ 19 0 Average prices not for awkward work. 
6 ll Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Angle mp pty $ in., } in. and % in. bolts average 
price London area en >. ae w= Paecet: 3 0 .@ 
Z it SLATES FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
BS First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per to BSS785ex London Stock ¥ in. diam., and 
7 I 1,000 actual. 1372 upwards... aa ie 4211 0 
43 24 x 2 eee ose ose es aaa ae a" y 2 4 din. diam. ... one “#2 exe eee ---pertonextra 8 12 0 
+ ES a oe ee ee ee a es. : -. =< 612 0 
a xX ti aan eae was “ee aaa eee ane 100 14 1 gin. do. ... 3 Bh = a ee wi 412 0 
20 x 12 eae oes an oe nie awe ah 94 910 3 in ae o. ea . oe 1s ee 5 ce 
6 0 ee ks oe ae a, ae ee Se ; _ . * . 
So 8 a ee ea ee 62 17 0 —_—— 
17 0 Wx DF ae a9 os a Bi a $3 a * : Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
8 0 6x10... se oh 2 eS Aa aa Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
9 0 16x 8 eee see 38 15 3 Class A + 8L% 
15 0 Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Class B + 194% Light + ne % Malleable List—283% + 
10 0 TIMBER Class C + 363% Heavy + 4 
00 Black— 
Softwood— Class A — 14} if : 
Joinery quality és ee Ex. Wharf per standard £115 to £140 Class B — 21% Light + 214% Malleable List—28}% 
Carcassing quality ... do. pe £100 to £105 Class C + 11 Heavy + 283% F 
prices 1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 2 £110 0 O C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
ae S.E. re do. per ft. cube 110 0 Sto 
nieces Honduras do. one do. ” 3 35 0 Gutters Nozzles Ends 
Hera oak” European do. os «=, % 25 0 3 in. awe ne re es as “SE 3/3 /1l 
do. Japanese do. Pee do. a 210 O 34 in. oe wi aie eae we «= IG 3/6 /il 
30% do. English Logs sawn ... do. a LEE 'G 4 in. dee eee ee ool ewe = S/I 3/11 1/5 
30% Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. ra air G6 4} in. 5/7 4/5 1/8 
30% Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. ot 1 5 0 5 in. 6/3 4/9 1/il 
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METALS—continued PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
C.1.0.G. GuTTERs Stop Delivered in London area. 
- Gutters Nozzle Ends M.O.H. 1" 
in. ae ae ae ya a 4/8 4/ 1/ All per doz. sin. fin. lin. in. Ikin. 2ip 
rng ae ia ae on a 5/24 ue : : es tery bib cocks Crutch : 
1. ee os cp oe BER 5,94 ead for iron .. 87/- 128/8 
4} in. a wil ae an sas 6/3 5/1 Vil Toilet bib cocks for iron ... 109/— 158/5 
5 in. sts abe eo 6/10 5/9 2,2 Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/— 363/- 522/6 9175 
Cl. i WATER! PIPES do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/5 
Per yd. in 6-ft. " re Z < Double nut boiler screws .. 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93% 
2 oy : i seni 7 — — Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 ~— 
23 in. = a ie ae ene 79 4/5 47 Plumbers’ union brass lead to " “cS 10 
3 in. on oe ne eer 8/84 516 8/3 On... aoa oe coe 19/0 23/6 38/6 5 70/6 165)- 
3+ in. s “2° ee ra o/17 : 1 Id in. 1$in. 2in. 3 ir 3h in. 4in, 
4 in. a ra aoe an § ca — 4 ois - 4 Caps and screws ce ... 33/- 40/8 59/6 9 /5 ‘ 10 155)3 
si Oe: c eee “2 Brass sleeves ne 31/11 31/11 S6/2 74/10 915 
: OATED Soi Pipes “It x 6 Ib. 1h x 6 Ib. 2x 7 Ib. 3x 7h 
en ae set _ i b 4 Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 
} In. aE - / screws ie soo ©6 SF 4S 93/- 148/10 254)3 
34 In 10/5 83 12/2 Lead S.trap do. 90 111/7 183/- 328)7 
: We $2 13 |. Sider ‘4 
“4 eee ’ Plumbers’ see ae ee seik per Ib. 4] 
Above prices a eitinie: rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots Tinmen'’s _.... Ro a ae ve sive a 411 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 10% Blow pipe... see ae ao ee ay “ 5 0 


and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2$ per cent. 


L.C.C. CoATED Drain PIPEs 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr? Ib. ver yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. xs ges «< (1 2307 B06 21/3 37/6 
6 in. - <a -e 7O-o- a5 /- 56/6 90/9 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 


‘ 2 in. 23 in. Syn: 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths ..per yd. 3/114 4/3 5/14 6/94 
Shoes ‘ ae ss each 2/7 2/10 3/4 4/6 
Single Branches me 4/- 4/9 5/8 7/U 
Bends square or obtuse . = 2/10 3/1 4/- 5/8 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. 3/1 4/- 4/6 6/3 

do. 6in. do. ‘ 3/4 4/- 3/1 6/9 
AsBesTos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. 4h in. Sin. 6in. 
Gutters 6 ft. — ..-per yd. 3/84 4/2 4/114 5/114 
Drop ends soo BER 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Stop ends ea mn /i1 VE 1/1 1/3 
Angles a 3/1 3/7 4/4 5/1 
Nozzles... £ 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Union Clips Age 1/6 1/9 2/2 2/6 
ASBESTOS eae ROUND ee AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4h in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per = 2/74 3/14 3/23 3/93 5/34 
Drop ends ... asa CR 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Stop ends en /10 /11 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles ; cede nas 2/6 2/10 3/1 3/4 4/6 
Nozzles pwn oie es 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Union Clips sah) ee 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 2/1 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£8: oa 
Iron—Staffordshire ne eat sean 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars > = ae 40 4 0 
Mild Steel Hoops poe Bie eee oe ee Re 41 3 6 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— E $.d. 
20 gauge AES wee se ee noes Pe S2. S$ 66 
24 gauge Lh: aoe che eee she sas oe 54 18 6 
26 gauge cee fie 37 is. 6 

Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge se nee See a 61 0 O 
24 gauge ee a oe see ane ane ee 64 10 O 
26 gauge coe Ses bee 69 15 0 

Galan flat sheets ¢. R. and CA 
20 gauge sive man = see 62 0 0 
24 gauge née we a Bes aa ace a 65 10 0 
26 gauge oes = ies ase as cas So 7015 O 

ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 

(Base prices) & 6@: 

Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) +» per Ib. 2 93 

Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) Re ‘2 7 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... ‘ 2 8 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) aay ore! oy us = 2 6} 

Coiled strip for vine 99.7 % purity 22 SWG (12 in. 
wide) 244 


Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility "Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20SWG 


per sheet 1 it 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 


Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG ~ 116 9 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS a ae Mansard 

Profile 8 ft. x 31? in. x 20S ‘ ne 110 2 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C imate moulding . per lb. 74 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C 1 in. diam. round — 5 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle as 


Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round _,, 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG 5 


ABNNNN 
o 
Me 





CopPrperR TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 45$4. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum. quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

d. d. d. 
Zin. x 19 gauge ... ... 134 Total per lb. 594 approx. per ft. 16 
din. | | aire osc. SUB m a 574 ye ss: te 
| WAST Paso: @ | mer .-. 103 ce - 56 Pa o ot 
1sinsscMtS) ke os. a Oe os SSR i. » 4 
Vea US acs we = OR . > oe ei » a0 
2 in, X17 ae aes. (RA > OF ve ye 
Rolled Phe ones up to 48 in. anon basic ne £ sd 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 466 5 0 

ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 pasty 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 10 9 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG a a $33 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) ne ss 8 7 0 


Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic mms ~ ies and seen 


ing extras per Ib. 3 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 

s. a. 

Lead Sheet, English, 33 Ib. substance and upwards perton 157 15 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils Ne AP ; 159 0 0 

Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. zs 169 10 0 

over 4 in. dia. wee ree 0 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe re a 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities seal 1 ton 


= 162 10 
160 10 


5 cwt. and under 1 ton s soe ©6per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. nee ore “he aoe ict 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ; Be 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced wnatiete. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £107 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton TUS 
do. White do. @0; x. ee 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. Care ‘ 7 14 0 
do. Fine do. GOs sxe re 8 20 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads eee ne eee a 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime G0: «<. ae aA '- 5 iT 6 
Lump Lime do. eve : Sh 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1- ‘ton loads See oe 10 17 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1I-ton loads APE oa 10 11 9 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ‘ae aos a 2 9:0 
Hair percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board 3 in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd 2 3} 
1,200'yds; wi 2 3 
Do. Insulating do. “hi in. thick 600 wee ‘and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ... ; 2 Ik 
1,200 yds. _... f 2 10} 
oo Plaster Wall ‘Boards, "3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
3 in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
aoe Delivered site ve as 2 64 
1,200 yds. ... 2 28 
Do. Insulating do. “hi in. thick 600 sana ‘and over 
in one delivery. iinieneel site : ss 3 2 
1,200 yds... ee a <: 3 1} 





April 


PAIN 


Delive 
Ceilin 
Washi 
Gloss 
Snow! 


Grou! 
Genu 
Genu 
Genu 
Size 2 
Raw 
Boile 


Turp 
( 


Solig 
Creo 
Paste 
Whit 


VAI 


Deli' 
Oak 
Oak 
Har 
Crys 
Egg! 
Fine 
Fro! 
Japé 
Blac 
Bru 
Ber! 
Ter 
Kn 
Fre 


GL 


aaa ee ee ee 
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pAINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. =“ 
a 
es hemoer _— - 2. i — ’ 5 - tin. Figured Rolled and Cathedest, Standard patterns : : 
Washable Distemper or oe0 te = 2 2 @ po be Tints i os 1 10 
Idin. in Gloss Paint. d + pergal. 210 0 do. Special Tints . ne +a im ry oe 2 iit 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . - percwt. 311 0 tin. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND > Ons Luminating ... : Me Pee ee ae 4.2 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs... percwt. 9 18 0 4 in. Wired Cast 4 acs vhkeo" teak eae ae 1 3} 
522/6 91716 Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. lots in 1 1 gal. tins per gal. 312 0 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ... eee ee | eee 1 3% 
623/6 1389) Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg R percwt. 715 6 Seliew Gines Bieri. Each 
67/- 93% Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg = a 218 O P.B2 52 x 52 Xx 32 in. 3 11 
734/10 Size XD quality, 28 Ib. oes ... per tin 9 0 PB3 13 x 7h x 33 oe aes eee eee ree 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 yo ) drums extra os .-. per gal. 17 3 PB32 74 x (7h x 3 i - % << a4 tee a 
70/6 165). Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... sag a pe 17 9 as eee eee 
34 in. din, diamine aout mer Blocks to match ” with— 
118/10 155); Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra . tee ” 5 63 P.B.3 o pee = 3 3 
a 10 91/5 do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ois ee a 4 84 PB 32 eee eee eee eee one eee eee 70 
3X 7b Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... “ae mt 7 4 ota “ ic “+ 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 4 Ee, bes 3: 2 -¢ 3 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
0 ae Paste Powder (1 Ib. conaadl Ds ae ews pee lb. 20 In plates not exceeding r ~ sup. eee eee aaa 3 
28/7 Paper ... ‘ oa cua ... per piece i 1 %» 9 9» . Sup. eee eee <a 
asd: er Lae re sles ie ” a 45 ft. sup. Da 
411 eee oe 4 in. Polished Plate, ex ae tee ding 100 ft. al 
in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding t. 
70 pient ig ool gel Inside , 118 0 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
od Pals Copal a. aoe on soo Per gal. 118 0 —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one pway or 135 in. 
af sos si “3 ” both ways ... fi 8 4 
b. plus gauge Hard Drying Oak for Inside ts ee sis ¥s a Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto Gas eas dad 11 3 
° Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... oes see daa S 240 N d 00 f ‘di 
ies, 3 cwt, d ot exceeding 2 t. sup. or ditto aah =e 16 0 
Fassel Flat ba oa Oe see aso) cee cake , : . Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
‘ — oe tS » 510 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
x. per ft, 16 Japan Gold Size aa ana PES <a awe e 114 0 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
» 2 Black 1g ae te ” ; Pd : The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
» ) avin Black ae Be ss ase ose ” 17 6 pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
. 50: Terebene ie A By a 113 0 a Minimum Per ft. sup. 
» 193 Knotting (1 gal. bott'es free)... ee a ae & 2 4.0 reg a que s. d. 
D>, by ) . WX, see eee eee eee eee ’ 
& Aa French and Brush Pclish (do. ) aes <n <a pa 20 0 Sema r = oe — it "3000 a 
66 5 0 26 oz. ,, - see ore uae aes --. 2,000 8$ 
GLASS 32 oz. Se) alge) cael aga mean am 11t 
Per ft. super + in. Rolled Plate adc ... 1,000 8 
8 10 9 Delivered London area s. d. din. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
8 8 3 18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 63 Patterns, White wie 1,000 8 
8 7 0 240z. ,, Pe ” . .» a 8i 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
. = ae a % ” »» a 11 and Spotlyte... ..- 1,000 11 
= 9» ” = 1 23 f; in. and 3 in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast . 2,000 11 
* a ‘Rolled Plate... eee eee se 10 4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... o0a «-- 2,000 1 Of 
3 j, in. and 4 in. Rough Cast . ET aire b 1 } in. Georgian Wired Cast ... 9-1. see wee 2,000 rs 


in London GG Yam siiiitetas 


8 CURRENT 



















































169 10 0 
162 10 0 
160 10 0 
20 AS FROM APRIL 16, 1956. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
40 
6 0 
Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
RNIN occ cate vctecisscsedesd A sificati ? Bridgnorth MB ............. Al 
Aberdare ........ swol Cc Grade Classification. A Al a Bridgnorth RD ............... 2° 
Abergavenny ..........ccesees A raftsmen ... eee eee 4/34 4/3 j 4 Bridgwater ...... . Al 
Abingdon ...... any Labourers ... +e eae 3/9 3/84 3/8 iS anetetions: A 
—— Reauvaatasdscnsagedes A ae = Seavaed wey * 
lestone ..... ary . : = righton OVE .... ae 
Afan Valley. ............. i Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town. Grade, Bristol District... A 
Aldeburgh ............ acookh MERI occcvciveicnsseieecass A2 IEE ci ica cicetasnarnes A I oii icncaitintunaenine A Broadstairs. ........... ae * 
Aldershot District ... stent PINE gS vceniatenkicdeeacts A2 Bedlingtonshire UD ......... A Blackwell RD .... em Bromsgrove UD ............ A 
) |) A MIE Sai cache cise ukcuenlacea A Blandford ........... ..A2 Broughton, Flint ............ A 
Alnwick UD .. ey Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD ..... aay * Buckfastleigh ........ anole 
74 9 Altrincham ..... wA Bagshot MOE GID ac cicoscscincsrecsses A Blidworth ........ pay Buckingham ...... ee 
. Amble ........ ey Bakewell UD Belton Sesudeaesene A Blyth B. .... A Buckley  .........ecccccseeeeeees A 
J 19 6 Ambleside ... re : Banbury wees Berkhamsted A re nonin | eee A2 
7 14 0 Amersham ...... ay pO eer ee Berrington _.......... Al Bognor Regis ... ey Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 
8 2 0 Po Ot: ae A eared Castle UD ......... A Berwick Borough A eh), eee A Burnham-on-Sea 
6 14 6 ce «hia Barnoldswick UD A Beverley MB ........ A Bolsover UD .... A | aS 
5 17 6 Anglesey, Isle of ... pew Barnsley CB .......... Bewdley MB...... A (eee ae Burton-on-Trent C.B.. 
5 FG Ardingly ......... acvein I fcatksasacsadoudes Bexhill-on-Sea .. ay Boston MB .... rey |. _. PURanaae 
17 Arundel ....... cocedan Barrow-in-Furness ............ A i St eee .-.A2 et A Bury St. Edmunds . 
ean, (eae icon Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ..... ape! Bournemouth District ...... A |, ET 
» tr 9 Ashbourne RD ... ew (exc. Thrussington A2)...A Billericay ......... A Brackley MB 2 MEI cislen icccinpeaniniacuineninciihiiaanisn 
» 9 0 Ashbourne UD .............+6 A2 WE crest ca oanddvenat cunsts A i A Brackricll  .....cccccaces : 
2 a Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD A Bradford CB 
Ashby Woulds UD by-on-the-Wolds Al) ..... A Bilsthorpe......... A Bradford-on-Avon . CORTBREVOM <2 .cccccccecccenee A2 
2 3 Ashford (Kent) ........... i IRONED” Sccccceasciaiasase Al Bilston MB ...... A WRMNO  cnsecicaccimaccauan Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of $A2 
Ashford (Middlesex) . eos | Birchington ee Brandon & Byshottles UD * Gy UE bo ccnicnesicesnes A 
2 23 Ashington UD ......... cua Batley MB eee bg Brecon—Borough of......... Al Camberley District .........A2 
ME sash deniducesss ace scoas Baxterley Birmingham CB «eth Breconshire, County of ... A2 | TIES A 
2 Is Ashton-under-Lyne Beaconsfield District ......... A Bishop Auckland WEN... PRG PRE oncccsccconcdusent A2 2. EL | ana A 
2 10; Aspatria and Brayton ...... A2 | ee ee Bishop’s Stortford ..... ee | Brentwood cae a Canterbury ....... or 
Atherstone BD ......¢s.cccveccs A Beccles. ....... Bishops Castle MB..<.......A2 ae ue GIT eek cictatucsacdasduniateken 
Attleborough aaa Bedale RD .. sstenvleads SNE snuscuuvex deans a Bridlington MB .... ad Cardiganshire,County of tA 
24 SE, datendcncteesenncvans SEY Socvcdueincdeaesaisavess OS EEE A Bridlington RD GINO SeiensncécntndbosssGntins 
53 
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Town. Grade Town. Grade. Town Grade. 
MOR TID 50sccsosv senators A FAVOESHBIN: oc esccecavvscee sce A2 DVR os nsscs ice csecseseussesera A2 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al Felixstowe .... Al Lichfield MB ee 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 Filey UD ... wh Lincoln CB ... sank 
ROMSEINAND soccidssevssesapsvoqesned A Fleetwood sab Liskeard - ....... Pe 
Castleford UD .. a Flint MB ... A Littlehampton ..A2 
Caterham .............. A Folkestone .. .A2 Liverpool 2 * 
Chapel-en-le-Frith .. om Frinton Al Llandudno .... 1 

eee coe | re Bee S| Lianelly (incl. 

Charmy Down .. A Llanfairfechan ............... A2 
Chatham Distric A Gainsborough UD ............ A Llangollen ....... oa 
GEE dcesescceencs .A2 Gateshead CB ........ ex London .... Re 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD .. oi Gillingham (Dorset) .A2 Long Eaton ae 
ee SS ees wa: Gillingham (Kent)...... mee | MONO eco ig ccc cans ..A2 
NN EE A Glastonbury & Street ... Loughborough MB . ar 
Chepstow eX | Glossop ic eee Al 
oe EES A Gloucester A Lowestoft sical 
eae t A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA2 LOROON  oeccssce .A2 
Chester-le-Street UD ..  y ON occas nk ntccecacs A2 Ludlow MB .. .A2 
Chesterfield MB ...... m CS Se | en A Ludiow RD .. .A2 
Chesterfield RD ved Goole RD (part—Airmyn, TC ee ere a 
Chichester .......... ert | SEED  divtushisvintavsiucecacées Lyme Regis .... ae 
Chipping Norton.... ee Gosport. ......... Lyneham (Devon) . .A2 
Chipping Sodbury ......... A2 Grantham MB ROVONMINS iS rev cos cesscececesceee A 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Gravesend ...... 

ham Within and Harden- Grays Thurrock 

RISEIAD soos es be navonsaccxvascee A2 Great Yarmouth ..........0506< Macclesfield 
Cirencester cae Grimsby CB........... Maidenhead 
Chorley........ A Grimsby RD (part) .. Maidstone ...... 

SC es Al Guildford District ............ Maldon (Essex) 

Clay Cross UD.... A Maltby UD ...... 

Cleethorpes MB . A Halesowen MB ............... A Malton UD ... 

Clevedon ......... Al LS <a ere A Malvern UD .. 

Cleveleys .. ey Halstead ...... re) Manchester .... 

Clitheroe |... ik Haresfield .. . Al Manningtree ....... 

Coalville UD .... A arlow ......- SoA Mansfield MB 

Cobham (Surrey) A Harpenden .. oA March _ ............. os 

Colchester ....... A Harrogate MB. A Margate ...........sssseseeeees A2 
oe A Hartlepool B . sch Market Harborough RD...AI 

Colwyn Bay Al Harwell ..... A2 Market Harborough UD ...A 

Congleton . Al Harwich Ba Market Rasen UD...... A2 

Consett UD A Haslemere . sod Martock ... A2 

Conway .... Al PARSEIGS 5 s5.530cs00s0e ee Maryport .. uA 

ANDY TID... 0000080500 ae Hatfield (Herts) ... ey Matlock U : oof 

Cornwall, County of......tA2 BRR GBOE occicesc sieve rN Melksham ..............00000 A2 

Corsham District aac Haywards Heath .. same Melton Mowbray UD ...... 

Coventry CB ....... ek Heanor UD ......... iA. Merionethshire .......... vee 

Cranbrook ...... <i? Hemel Hempstead ... A Merthyr ............... JA 

RSPNSIINR so cose conocsanscccenecns A2 Henley-on-Thames ..A2 Mexborough UD ... vA 

Cranwell Aerodrome Site Al A: ae A2 Middlesbrough CB ... A 

LN |S ERE SIA SEP, A Herefordshire, Cnty. of...tA2 Middleton ......... A 

Crewe ...... NAOT DAY «5s 0ccccncssssesesces A2 Middlewich oA 

Crewkerne . a Hertford ..... A Mildenhall ............. +A2 

Se A Hexham RD A Milford Haven UD .........Al 

Crook and Willington Hexham UD A Minehead  ..............000.++5 A2 

"Se ree Heysham ..... ery Monmouth—Borough of...Al 
Crowborough HeyWOOd .........0s-.000800 aw Monmouthshire... Al 
ack iield.........0. Ee Higham Ferrers MB . uA Morecambe _.... A 
Ee A High Wycombe ....... oo Moreton Valence + A2 

Hinckley UD .... ook a Sa <a 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A ae mesenes A Sonnets RD mer 
Darlington CB .... ee Y oddescon A Mundesl 2 
Dartsnuth A2 Holywell ... pees EIONEY seneshsreecccsvices ed A 
Darwen A Powe ae 
Daventry M A2 Horncastle UD .A2 Nantwich a 

pens A2 Horsham ....... .A2 Neath ® =. a 
Denbigh Town . AZ | See ee se ER recess. ‘A 
Derby OREN Souk Hull ershie! ” wn Newark MB.. <i 
eee --A2 melas eg A2 DNOWIANY, onc cckcccscosss «Ae 
Dewsbury CB nc tAK | Huntingdon (Staffs)... | Neweastle-on-Tyne " CB......A 

seeee oe ewcastle-under-Lyme 

Didcot ........ .A2 New Forest District 
| glensieas A2 | Iikeston MB.........cccsee-see0s ‘| fae a 
Doncaster CB a Ilkley UD... ry, Newport, Mon. .... A 
Dorchester .A2 ae em Newport Pagnell .. A2 
era A Isle of Sheppey . soir Newquay ........... A2 
Dorset, County of (except- Isle of Thanet. .A2 Newton Abbot ... Al 

ing Poole, Swanage and Isle of Wight . vole Normanton UD ............ A 

Wimborne A\1) ............ A2 MERCOMIOS:  ccsceecescacesses A2 Northallerton District mr’ 
DOVE ............040 ve A2 Northallerton UD ...... ee 
Dovercourt ... oA SOPOW. BB oo iicssecicsssahocvsoes A Northampton CB . wat 
Driffield UD ....... Al North Shields ....... oc 
Drigg & Carleton .. oA Keighley MB .................. A North Walsham <2 
Droitwich MB........ +A a eee pan * Northwich  .......... steak 
Dudley CB ...... oA Kenilworth UD.. A Norton Radstock Al 
Dunstable oA Kettering MB .. A INOFWICA  oecsecceccs vei 
RO RURIIN ED -avessssesscocssssssre A Keynsham ........ A Nottingham CB ............... A 

Kidderminster MB. A Nuneaton MB. ............00. A 
Eastbourne ......0...... ae acne .Al 
E. Glam. & Mon. Va ing’s Lynn ....... re | 
East Grinstead District ...A2 Kingsteignton Al fee [> Rcasssensenesnnres or 
East Kesteven RD............ A2 Kirkham ................ ok Ok } ie Bye 
East Retford MB............... A Knaresborough UD . me Ol a is A 
Eastwood (Notts) UD...... MAUMEONG o5055hccncsenseske A on AM eeveeeee — 
Ebbw Vale & District......... bo — 
Edenbridge < ECE a ee RS = A } ana ke Saas Se 
SP cosenvancete Leamington MB ee poem EDUEY ““A2 
Epping ....... Leatherhead m ey yw UD ae a "A2 
Evesham MB Leeds CB ...... ot fiend : L 
Exeter ....... Leek UD ...... re Ox ae merce “a 
PD nécccscexstasenssnes Leicester CB ... inh KLE saseesceeeecseeeeeeenes A 
Leighton Buzzard . eer | 

TRON eC BRON ois cere senese ARES Padstow 
Falmouth ... ae Leominster > ee Paignton a 
PN orctcsteenssxcesisiseese BRTCR WOR oc00ssccssncesssseesn A FUME Wusswchessuscvctvccasssaosetee 














Town. Grade. 
Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 
ford Haven) A2 
Penmaenmawr ... 
Penrith UD . 























Penzance .. 

Peterborough, ‘ 
ern Regional portion) ...Al 

DOLETSMIOID “coscesesacesccensees A2 

Pickering oa 

Plymouth _..... 


Pontefract MB .... 
Pontypool & District . 
Pontypridd District . 
Porthcawl 
Portishead ... 
Portland Bill . 
Portsmouth ..... 
Port Talbot 
Preston ...5000: 
Princetown 
Pudsey MB ... 
Pulborough 


B>B) 


Radnorshire, County of {A 
Rrra A 
Raunds UD 
Rayleigh 

Reading ane 
Redcar B ......... 

Redditch UD ........ 
Redhill & Reigate .. 
Rhondda Valley ....... 
Richmond B (Yorks) . 


NN 


>>>>d>dbd>> 


Ripon MB ............. wD) 
NE akatacdcnseukdvasananges A 
Rochester ..... Al 


Ross-on-Wye... 
Rossendale Valley 
Rotherham CB ... 


ROVSON.  o.cescce ‘AL 
POMS TANS su ctanensocasbdeus cs A 
Rugeley UD .. Al 
PRUGMOOTUIED iccsccsesccvcessss A 
Saffron Walden. ............ A2 


te AMIDE ac cscasccseccneancees A 
St. Austell ... < 
St. Helens 
a ee 
Salisbury City 
Salisbury Plain .. 
| 
Sawbridgeworth . 
Saxmundhanm _...... 
Scarborough MB. 
Scunthorpe MB ... 
Seaford & Newhaven. 
I I cc svcsaveoscas 
Sevenoaks .. 
Shaftesbury 
Sheerness ...... 
Sheffield MB .... 
Shepton Mallet .. 
Sherborne ........ 
Shipley _....... 
Shoeburyness . 
Shoreham ......... 
Shrewsbury MB . 
Sirhowy Valleys . 
Sittingbourne ... 
Skegness UD ... 
Skipton UD .... 
Sarr WD ......cccsscesvone 
Slough, Windsor & Eton 
re ee 
Smethwick CB 
Snettisham ...... 
Solihull UD .......... i 
Somerset, County of...... tA2 
Southampton and 
RRUNMONNERL. (id ucccrecaceiccassace A 
Southend-on-Sea Dist.... 
Southport 
South Shields C 
Southwol 
Spalding UD ... 
Stafford MB... 
Staines ........... 
Stamford MB . 








Stockton-on-Tees B... 
Stoke-on-Trent CB ... 
Stoke Orchard ... 

Stourbridge MB 
Stourport UD .. 
Stowmarket ........... 
Stratford-on-Avon M 
Stroud (RD Area) 
Sunderland CB .... P 
SMG. oscesscscrscssend 
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Town. Grade 
Sutton Coldfield MB 
Swadlincote UD . 


Swindon District . A 
Swinton UD neat boreal 


Tamworth MB ............... A 





Taunton _...... 
Tavistock ... 
Tenterden .... 
Teignmouth 
Tewkesbury .... 
Thames Haven 
Thetford ......... 
Thirsk RD .. 
Thorpe Bay ... 
Thurrock UDC ns. A 

» North of to Billericay... 









BROUEY cde nesicesesdeen ee A 
Todmorden MB .. 7 
Tonbridge ......... Al 
Torquay Al 
Totnes ..... Al 
i fe A2 
Trowbridge A2 
cE .A2 
Tunbridge Wells . Al 
Tynemouth CB. ..........0.0.. A 
IVGRSEON ois cece ocacces meee | 
Uppingham (Salop) Al 
Uttoxeter RD . A2 
CUORCET WD. os scecccceccers Al 


Wakefield CB ciccccccccscscccct A 
Wakefield RD ... F 

Wallsall CB...... 
Wallsend B . 











Walsden ...... 
Walton-on-Naze . 

Mi acccksacadecsebeos a 
Warminster A2 
Warrington .... oA 
Warwick MB ... A 
Wednesbury MB. ..... A 
Wellingborough UD .. A 
Wellington UD ............... A 
Wellington (Somerset) ...A2 
Wells (Norfolk) .........0. A2 
Wells (Somerset) 


Welwyn 
Welwyn Gar. City ... 
West Bromwich CB.. 


Westbury ........ 

Westcliff-on-Sea sie 
Westerham ......../.... ey | 
West Hartlepool CB ......... A 


Westmorland (except 
PERIOD cnaccigeevedescaeses 
Weston-super-Mare . “ 
be | rn 
Weymouth (including Port- 
land Bill, excluding Port- 
land Stoneyards) ......... Al 
Whitby UD . 
Whitby RD 
Whitehaven A 
Whitley & Monkseaton UDA 



















Whitstable and District ...A2 
TION sacwinsicecdesevencceces A 
Widnes ... conel 
Wigan Pe 
Wigton ovis 
Wilmslow .......... ce 
Wilts. County of. .TA2 
Wimborne ........ ool 
Wincanton ..A2 
Winchester ...... Al 
Windermere ..A2 
Wisbech ......... ..A2 
MRINOO) jscessicececne os 

Withernsea UD ... A 
Woking ......... <a 

Wokingham ........... .A2 
Wolverhampton CB ........A 
Wolverton District ..A2 
Woodbridge ........... «AZ 
Wooduall Spa UD wees 
Woodstock _........ ..A2 
Worcester CB . <n 
Workington .... a 
Worksop MB . me 
bo OP . A2 
Wrexham (incl. Cefn) “ae 
Wroughton Al 
Wylam ..... A 
Wymondham _............06 A2 
CNV ves viniadeds kes sesdaunsiee 

Yeovil Borough .. . 

Work CP. 5... cccc0e ve 

RUMI R sccccicdepacsscccecssese 


For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 5d.; Labourers, 3s. 104d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 44d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 10d. {Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Norte.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 5d. per hour. 


craft processes, 3s. 1d. per hour. 


Women engaged on work other than 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


{ondon Airport Rail Link 


The British Transport Commission, in 
weement with British European Airways 
d the British Overseas Airways Corpora- 
jo, have arranged with Messrs. Rendel 
pimer and Tritton, the consulting engineers, 
» survey a surface rail connection to 
jondon Airport. The scheme will comprise 
, branch railway, probably from the 
ighbourhood of Whitton Junction, on the 
Waterloo-Richmond-Sfaines line into the 
yntral terminal area of the Airport. 
Various widenings and additional operating 
qcilities are likely to be required between 
Whitton Junction and the London terminus, 
which is likely to be Victoria. 





RIBA Prizes and Studentships 


The Board of Architectural Education of 

the RIBA has published the 1956-57 
pamphlet of Prizes and Studentships. The 
pamphlet contains full information upon the 
various prizes and studentships, together 
wih the detailed programmes for the 
competitions. The pamphlet, price 2s. 6d., 
can be obtained from the Board at 66, 
Portland-place, London, W1. 


Domestic Heating Con ference 


The Institute of Fuel is holding a con- 
ference at the Assembly Halli, Church 
House, Westminster, on May 1 and 2. The 
conference is meeting to hear papers and to 
discuss “* Special Study of Domestic Heating 
in the United Kingdom—Present and 
Future.” Enrolment forms from _ the 
secretary at 18, Devonshire-street, Portland- 
place, London, W1. 


Rubber for USA Highways 


For the first time fast moving traffic 
on one of the USA’s main highways 
will soon be travelling on a_rubberised 
surface. The Florida Turnpike Commission 
is seeking tenders for a 60-mile stretch of 
dual carriageway surfaced with rubberised 
bitumen. It is also reported that South 
Dakota is to carry out extensive resurfacing 
work which will involve the use of 663,172 
gallons of rubberised bitumen. The rubber 
is mixed with bitumen to form a resilient 
compound which, it is expected, will prove 
more durable and also should withstand a 
wider range of temperatures than other 
types of road surfacing. 


FAS Pakistan Branch 


The chairman’s dinner of the Pakistan 
Branch of the Faculty of Architects and 
Surveyors was held in Karachi on February 
28, when Mr. Abdulaziez (Pakistan delegate 
to the United Nations Seminar of Housing 
and Country Planning) was in the chair. 
Members of the faculty read papers of 
architectural interest.. The annual general 
meeting of the branch is to be held in the 
last week of April. 


RSH Record Membership 


A record membership of 14,000 makes 
the Royal Society of Health the largest 
health society of its kind in the world, it is 
claimed, 

Its annual report reveals that during 1955 
the Society achieved the greatest growth in 
membership since its foundation over three- 
quarters of a century ago. During the last 
year some 3,600 new members. were 
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enrolled. This represented a net increase, 
in one year alone, equal to that attained in 
the first twenty-five years of the Society’s 
existence. The report can be obtained 
from the Society at 90, Buckingham Palace- 
road, SWI. 


Carpenters’ Dinner- Dance 


The Incorporated British Institute of 
Certified Carpenters held their annual dinner 
and dance at the Tavistock Restaurant, 
London, on February 11. The principal 
guests were the Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor 
of London, Alderman Cuthbert L. Ackroyd, 
and the Lady Mayoress. Lt.-Col. W. W. 
Dove, CBE, TD, FSA, FIOB, CC, president 
of the Institute, proposed a toast to the 
Lord Mayor, who, replying, made some 
amusing references about experiences that- 
had happened to him since he took office 
and he wished the Institute success in the 
years to come. 


New Headquarters 


The new headquarters of the York 
Institute of Architectural Study were opened 
in Micklegate, York, on March 16 by Mr. 
Patrick Buchan-Hepburn, Minister of 
Works. 


Building Careers on BBC 


A series of features are being broadcast 
by the BBC which are designed to give 
children in their last year at school a 
glimpse of various industries, and to present 
a picture of opportunities and conditions to 
help them choose a career. On April 23 
at 10.30 a.m. in the Careers Broadcast to 
Schools, the building industry is featured. 
The material for this programme was 
obtained at the High Wycombe site of Bovis 
Limited and at the Brixton School of 
Building. 


New Secretary 


The Federation of Clinker Block Manu- 
facturers has appointed Mr. A. H. Wardle, 
FCCS, as technical officer/secretary in place 
of Mr. Rowbotham who has resigned. The 
new address is 11, Ravensbury-avenue, 
Morden, Surrey. 

Frost in Liverpool 

During the recent winter Liverpool lost 
more than 100,000,000 gallons of water as 
a result of burst pipes, and it has been 
suggested that some blame for this rests on 
the shoulders of architects and builders who 
have, it is alleged, allowed inadequate 
plumbing systems in an effort to reduce 
building costs. Householders are also 
blamed for not taking precautions to 
prevent freeze-ups. 


Nottingham Dinner-Dance 


The annual dinner and dance of the 
Nottingham and District Association of 
Building Trades Employers was held in the 
Astoria Ballroom, Nottingham, on March 
20. Guests included the Lord Mayor, the 
Lady Mayoress, the Sheriff, the Sheriff’s 
Lady, Mr. Nigel Hannen, Mr. R. Lucas, and 
the presidents of all other adjoining 
associations in the area. 


Holiday Dates 


The Birmingham Local Joint Committee 
for the building industry has decided that 
the first week of holiday to be taken in 
1956, under the Holidays with Pay Scheme, 
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will be the normal working week com- 
mencing July 2, and terminating July 7, both 
dates inclusive. 


A Golden Jubilee 


At an informal dinner on April 3 at the 
Café Royal, the staff of W. J. Mitchell and 
Son, Ltd. (established 1797), one of the oldest 
established firms of building contractors in 
the country, entertained their managing 
director, Mr. G. A. Dean, FIOB, to celebrate 
the completion of 50 years as principal of 
the business. Presentations in the form of 
an inscribed silver goblet and an illuminated 
address were made. 


BRS Publications 


A new list of their publications has been 
issued by the Building Research Station, 
Bucknall’s Lane, Garston, Watford, Herts. 
The list includes reports not included in a 
series; Building Research Series; National 
Building Studies; Post-War Building Studies; 
BRS Digests; Notes on the Repair of Dam- 
aged Buildings; and Technical Films. 


Housing Finance in W. Europe 


The main methods and techniques of 
financing house building in most of the 
countries of Western Europe at the present 
time are described in a brochure by Mr. 
Herbert Ashworth, general manager and 
secretary of the Co-operative Permanent 
Building Society, issued by the International 
Co-operative Alliance, 11, Upper Grosvenor- 
street, London, W1. To help understand the 
problems of finance, an account is given of 
the general housing situation in the countries 
under review. The report is in two parts: 
in the first, the subject matter is outlined in 
general terms; in the second, greater detail 
is provided by dealing with each country 
separately, 


Oil Fuel in Industry 


One in four of to-day’s ordinary industrial 
and commercial coal users will have to 
change to oil fuel within the next three or 
four years. This was said by Mr. H. Cun- 
liffe, general manager of Industrial Fuels, 
Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd., at a fuel efficiency 
conference at Slough, Buckinghamshire, on 
January 25. The conference had the support 
of the Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce, the National Industrial Fuel 
Efficiency Service, and the Combustion 
Engineering Association. 


Direct Labour, Newcastle 


Newcastle (Staffs) Town Council recently 
approved a recommendation of the Public 
Works Committee that a direct labour or- 
ganisation be set up with a view to building 
20 houses a year for three years. 


New President 


Mr. J. F. Beagley, site agent of Wates, 
Ltd., building contractors, has been elected 
president of the London Association of 
Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works. 
Mr. Beagley is also president of the London 
Builders’ Foremen’s Association. 


New Secretary 


The hon secretary of the London Build- 
ing and Engineering Contractors Accident 
Prevention Group, Mr. W. R. Bateman, has 
resigned. Mr. E. Batty is the new secretary 
and future inquiries should be sent to him 
c/o Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., 
1, Queen Anne’s Gate, SW1. 
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OVERSEAS 
Our Own Caienmcnaaides 


AUST RALIA.—Melbourne is experienc- 
ing one of its biggest building booms in 
years. At least 12 new buildings of between 
seven and 12 storeys have been completed 
in the central city area during recent 
months; several more are under construc- 
tion and others are in the planning stage. 
A common feature of the new buildings is 
the large expanses of glass. One 13-storey 
building has a whole wall of glass. Another 
city building, to cost £A.1m., will be of 16 
storeys, while one of 13 or 20 storeys is to 
be built in East Melbourne. ... A residen- 
tial college costing £A.260,000 is to be built 
at the New South Wales University of Tech- 
nology, Sydney. The University authorities 
are also to call for tenders for the building 
of a main hall, which will include libraries, 
study-rooms and a dining-room, as well as 
bedrooms for 200 students. Six other build- 
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ings, costing more than £A.500,000, are 
either planned or visualised for the 
University. The first two schools of the 


University were opened two years ago. 


AUSTRALIA.—A Music Bowl costing 
more than £100,000 is to be built in 
Melbourne by the Sidney Myer Trust Fund. 
The Bowl will be built in the King’s Damain, 
about a quarter of a mile from the heart of 
the city. Construction is expected to begin 
mext year. Provision will be made to accom- 
modate up to 10,000 people. The stage will 
be large enough to accommodate 250 
performers including an orchestra of 100. 
The Hilton Hotels Company of New York 
has plans for the building of luxury hotels in 
Sydney and Melbourne. Two Australian 
business men have recently been appointed 
as representatives and this is taken as an 
indication that extensive building plans are 
in the offing ... The well-known firm of 
Wimpeys has been awarded a contract 
worth, it is believed, £100,000 to provide 
additional amenities for overseas passengers 
at the Darwin airport... A £40m. plant 
for treating uranium oxide is to be built near 
Mount Isa, Queensland. The Rio Tinto Com- 
pany, one of the wealthiest of British mining 
companies, has announced that a new town 
will probably be built in the vicinity 
of the plant . .. The rapidly growing 
importance of tobacco farming in Australia 
is evidenced by an agreement of the Tobacco 
Advisory Committee on an _ expanded 
tobacco research and advisory service pro- 
gramme. In co-operation with the Australian 
Government a new research station is to be 
erected in North Queensland. About 
£168,000 is to be shared between the Govern- 
ment and the tobacco manufacturers on this 
new station and on enlarging and improving 
facilities at six others. 


HONG KONG.—Following a _ press 
announcement a few months ago regarding 
a proposed luxury hotel to be built at a cost 
of nearly £3m. it has now been reported 
that executives of the Hilton hotel organisa- 
tion from the USA are to visit the island to 
discuss plans for the new luxury hotel whilst 
they are on a tour of Asia and the Middle 
East. According to the report, a Hong Kong 
architect has been invited to draw up plans 
for a 26-storey skyscraper hotel with all 


THE BUILDER 


BUILDING 


modern conveniences. The site is on the 
waterfront in the business centre of Hong 
Kong island. 


MALAYA.—The Singapore Government 
is expected to begin its major slum clearance 
scheme with the demolition of 438 houses 
in the Crawford-street/Beach-road/North 
Bridge-road area. Early development of 
this area is one of the recommendations of 
the Master Plan. A total of 6,100 people 
will be affected by this clearance but alterna- 
tive accommodation will be provided for 
5,800 of them in new housing estates such 
as that proposed at the former Kallang air- 
port site. Altogether 15 acres of land will 
be cleared in this district. In the plan, two 
acres will be reserved for open space, one 
acre is to be set aside for a school, and half 
an acre for a community building... The 
Cathay Organisation plans to build three 
more cinemas during 1956/7 at a total cost 
of over £250,000. They will be situated at 
Bata Pahat, Alor Star, and Sandakan . 
Work on_ Singapore’s £400,000 district 
hospital at Kallang airport site will begin 
this year. Ultimately, the hospital will have 
accommodation for 450 and should be com- 
pleted within 4 years. A new Pathology 
Institute is to be built on the site of the 
present one at a cost of £300,000. The cost 
will be shared by the University and the 
Ministry of Works The Colonial 
Development and Welfare Fund has allotted 
a further £500,000 to the University of 
Malaya. This brings the total of the 
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United Kingdom’s contribution tg the 
University to £1m. This grant together with 
the £500,000 promised by the governments 
of Singapore and the Federation, wil] be 
used for developments at Bukit Timah 
Singapore, and in Kuala Lumpur where 
some colleges are to be built. The Vice. 
Chancellor of the University, Sir Sydney 
Caine recently expressed the hope that 
sufficient money would be forthcoming to 
bridge the gap between the £3m. expansion 
plan and the funds available for the next 
5 years. 


MEXICO.—The company, Cia. Impulsora 
de Industrias Basicas, SA has been formed 
with government consent to build, in the near 
future, a steel mill in the neighbourhood of 
Colima and Manzanillo on the Pacific coast. 
The cost of the project will, it is believed, 
be around £10m. and will include the plant 
itself, the construction ef a small railway to 
the seaport of Manzanillo, and a number of 
improvements to harbour works. The 
finance will be provided by Naciondl 
Financiers, SA, the principal government 
finance agency, together with an important 
American steel company and Cia. Impulsora 
de Industrias Basicas CA. British Manufac- 
turers and suppliers would be well advised 
to communicate with Nacional Financiers, 
SA, Venustiano Carranm No. 25, Mexico, 
DF, for details in full about this project... 
An American chemical company has been 
negotiating an agreement with a Mexican 
industrial group to provide what is termed as 
“ know-how ” and possibly some finance for 
the construction of an electrolytic caustic- 
soda plant. Mexico City is mentioned as the 
site for this new factory ... RCA Victor 
Mexicana, SA de CV. are shortly to begin 
the construction of a factory in Mexico for 
the production of radio valves. This 
company works in conjunction with the 
American company of the same name... 
According to the Mexican press, the Presi- 
dent of the American and Foreign Power 
Company, who visited Mexico last month, 
has stated that one of the three atomic 
energy plants to be purchased by the 
company will be installed in Mexico. The 
American and Foreign Power Company 
have a substantial holding in Compania 
Impulsora de Empresas Electricas, which 
controls a number of companies supplying 
electric power to many cities outside the 
area controlled by the Mexican Light and 
Power Company. Compania Impulsora de 
Empresas Electricas recently announced a 
five-year expansion programme estimated to 
cost around £10m. 


NORWAY.—The _ industrial concern, 
Norsk Hydro, is planning to invest £264m. in 
the next six years in building new plants and 
extending and modernising existing installa- 
tions. Much of the money will be spent 
on augmenting hydro-electric power genera- 
tion. It is interesting to note that the 
Norwegian Government now holds 48 per 
cent. of the shares of this vast company. 
Only 9.18 per cent. of the shares are priv- 
ately owned in Norway and the remainder 
are held abroad, mostly in France. Other 
large power plants are also to be built.... 
Another three generators are to be installed 
at Lower Rossage in the north and the Indus- 
trial Affairs Committee of Parliament has 
approved proposals for developing the Upper 
Rossage falls to provide a further 100,000K. 
capacity. This region, not far south from 
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aterpower resources awaiting development. 
_, Parliament has now approved plans for 
ine building of a large new aluminium plant 
t Mosjoen, North Norway. The plant will 
t epected by the industrial concern Elektro- 
temisk A/S and will be powered by elec- 
ricity from the hydro-electric station at Ros- 
age, The plant, which involves an invest- 
ent of £74m., is expected to be in produc- 
tion by 1958/9... - Authorisation is now 
heing sought from Parliament for the con- 
struction of a £244m. power plant at Tokke, 
1 Telemark County. With a proposed 
capacity of 400,000 kilowatts this station 
will, no doubt, become the country’s largest. 
jt will have four 100,000 kilowatt generators, 
he first one to be ready in 1961. It is felt 
n Norway that loans will have to be raised 
broad to finance the project. . . .An atomic 
eactor is to be built at Halden. It will pro- 
duce steam for a near-by paper mill, and 
will be the first reactor in the country to 
serve an industrial purpose. At the same 
time, it will serve as an experimental plant, 
and Norwegian atomic scientists hope to gain 
valuable data which can be applied to 
generating atomic energy on a larger scale. 
The hall to contain the 20,000 kilowatt plant 
is being blasted out of a mountain. The 
plant will yield between 10 and 20 tons of 
steam an hour. 


TURKEY .—The French firm which is to 
construct Istanbul’s underground system has 
submitted its plans to the Municipality. ‘he 
underground, which will link Beyoglu with 
the old town, will be 11 km. in length and 
will cross the Golden Horn on a 500-metre 
bridge. It is estimated that the under- 
ground will cost £177m. . . . Nearly £14{m. 
has been allocated for the construction of 
the new National Assembly building in the 
current fiscal year. It is anticipated that 
the new building will be ready by 1958.... 
Steps have been taken by the Turkish 
Government for the establishment of a 
paper factory in the province of Icel. A 
group of American specialists will shortly 
visit Mersin to make the necessary survey. 
...A Bill is being drafted for the creation 
of a National Bank of Public Health. This 
authority will in future be responsible for 
the building of new hospitals and sanatoria, 
and for factories to produce pharamceuticals, 
pasteurised milk and certain foodstuffs. 
Much hospital construction is envisaged as 
an increase from 23,307 to 80,000 in the 
number of hospital beds has _ been 
announced. 


Catalogues for NZ 

Messrs. Marriott and Haxton, Chartered 
Quantity Surveyors, of Dolphin Buildings, 
296, Lambton Quay, Wellington, Cl, New 
Zealand, write that British trade catalogues 
would be most welcome. 


Glazed Tiles Report, Canada 
*The United Kingdom Trade Commission 


} 


i Arctic Circle, has several other large 
| 


Service in Canada have prepared a revised 


market report for glazed tiles. The report 
deals with the prospects of the market— 
which the report says is a long-term increas- 
ing one—of other countries which are com- 
peting for the market, customs, design and 
Styling, presentation, packaging, how busi- 
ness is done, promotional activities, selling, 
servicing and pricing, and competitive ad- 
vantages and disadvantages. 

The report can be obtained from the 
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Export Services Branch, Lacon House, 
Theobalds-road, WCl. Quote reference 
number ESB/22353/55. 


Builders’ Hardware, Australia 


Mr. F. B. Bolton, proprietor of the firm 
of A. C. Julian and Co., King House, 
Queen-street, Brisbane, wishes to represent 
UK manufacturers of builder’s hardware, 
household hollow-ware, and tools. Manufac- 
turers interested in this agency inquiry should 
write direct to Mr. Bolton. It would be 
appreciated if, at the same time, they would 
notify the UK Trade Commissioner in 
Queensland, Estates Chambers, 108, Creek- 
street, Brisbane, that they have done so. 
Further inquiries, quoting ESB/26570/55, to 
Chancery 4411, ext. 776. 


Glass and Ceramics, India 

* The following firms have been granted 
licences by the Indian Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry for the manufacture of glass 
and ceramics (the place names following 
the title of the firms are the locations of the 
undertakings): Shri Chanshyam Kejriwal, 
Calcutta—stoneware, 300 tons per month; 
Cherian and Co., Ltd., Salem, Madras State 
—sand lime bricks, 1 million per month; 
Annapuran Glass Works, Ltd., West Bengal 
—heat resistant glass and enamel glassware, 
50 tons per month—signal glass, 20 tons per 
month—flint glass, 100 tons per month; 
S. N. Sundesson and Co., Jabalpur—fire 
bricks and fire clay cf all specifications, 
1,000 tons per month; and the Associated 
Cement Co., Ltd., Bombay—fire clay and 
refractories, 370 tons per month. Telephone 
inquiries to Trafalgar 8855, ext. 2310, quot- 
ing reference CRE/ 339/55. 


TWENTY-FOURTH EXAMINATION 


OF THE 


Institute of 
Clerks of Works 


will be held at the 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OF 
BRITISH ARCHITECTS 


66, Portland Place, London, W.1 
15, Rutland Square, Edinburgh & 
College of Technology, Belfast 
on the following dates: ° 
Part I (PRELIMINARY) 
For EDINBURGH & BELFAST only 


26th & 28th JUNE, 1956 


Part Il (FINAL) 
FEW VACANCIES ONLY 


27th, 28th & 30th JUNE, 
1956 


DIPLOMAS TO CANDIDATES 
PASSING FINAL EXAMINATION 














Part Il, Past Examination Papers — all sold 
Part II (Final) Papers with Drawings, price 4/6 





For Syllabus and Entry Forms, apply the Secretary: 
W. J. GIBBINS, 5S, BROUGHTON RD., 
THORNTON HEATH, SURREY 











323 


CARIBBEAN BUILDING 


From Our Own Correspondent 


Jamaica.—A large reclamation scheme for 
development as housing and industrial sites 
is to be undertaken at the sea-shore near 
Kingston. The Ministry of Communications 
and Works is sponsoring the scheme which 
will use silt from the sea bed to fill mosquito 
infested swamp lands... . Drilling of 
Jamaica’s first oil well will start next month 
at Plummers Farm in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains, by Jamaica Stanolind, a sub- 
sidiary company of Standard Oil of New 
Jersey. 

Tobago.—A Health Centre, with resident 
nurses’ quarters is planned for Mason Hall, 
Tobago, and a site has been acquired. Ar- 
chitectural Branch, Dept. of Works and 
Hydraulics, Port of Spain, has designed the 
group of buildings. 

Trinidad——The Government have invited 
tenders for three quarters for senior Govern- 
ment officials at La Fantaisie and Lady 
Chancellor-road, Port of Spain. Estimated 
value is $65,000, and plans are by Architec- 
tural Branch, Dept. of Works and 'Hy- 
draulics. 

Work on the $3 million “ swamp road” to 
facilitate traffic flow from Port of Spain to 
the East and South has been started by the 
laying of a mangrove “mat” by the Works 
and Hydraulics Dept., whilst a tender has 
been let to J. N. Harriman of Port of Spain 
for the earth fill to a value of $4,400,000. 
A Dutch firm of contractors from Curacao 
who tendered for the work were among the 
bidders but, as a result of their tender, the 
Minister of Labour, Commerce and Indus- 
try has stated that foreign competition will 
not be allowed in future. . . . The San Fer- 
nando Borough Council has decided to con- 
struct a new cemetery at Lower Broadway 
at an estimated cost of $70,000. 

The Union International Company, a sub- 
sidiary of the Vestey Corporation of the UK, 
is negotiating with the Trinidad Government 
and the Port of Spain City Council for 
facilities to build a $38 million cold storage 
plant for citrus fruits and bananas in the port 
area. Mr. D. L. Harris, from the Vestey 
Corporation, is at present in Port of Spain 
for talks with officials concerned. 

The Calypso Hilton Hotel, Port of Spain, 
is to cost $5m., and 60 per cent. of the capi- 
tal will be made available by the Govern- 
ment. The remainder will be raised from 
public subscription. The hotel has been 
described as being “ planned upside down” 
—the site is on a hillside overlooking Queens 
Park Savannah, and the approach road will 
lead on to the roof. Guests then take the 
lift down to their rooms, whilst the public 
rooms will be on the lower levels. Architects 
are Charles Warner and Miguel Faerrar of 
New York and Puerto Rico. 

Mence and Moore, L/ARIBA, of London 
and Port of Spain, have prepared sketch 
design for a $1m. stadium group to be con- 
structed between Mucurapo-road and Aria- 
pita-avenue, Port of Spain. The plan pro- 
vides for twin arenas with a hotel block 
connecting the two amphitheatres. . . . The 
new San Fernando Fire Brigade headquarters 
was opened on March 24 by HE the 
Governor. The cost of the station was 
$150,000, contractors were Fridal and 
Mitchell of San Fenando, and design was 
by the Architectural Branch, Dept. of Works 
and Hydraulics. 
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Scottish New Houses 

OUSES completed in Scotland during 

last year totalled 33,669. This was the 
third highest total ever recorded and com- 
pares with 39,548 in 1953 and 38,653 in 1954. 
Of the total number of houses completed in 
1955, the vast majority (29,278) were built 
by local authorities and the Scottish Special 
Housing Association. The number of houses 
built by private owners was 3,523, the largest 
in any year since the war, but still only just 
over 10 per cent. of the total. These figures 
emerge from the quarterly housing return 
of the Department of Health for Scotland, 
price 1s., published on February 3 by 
HMSO. 

The number of houses under construction 
at the end of the year was 39,022 compared 
with 37,727 at the beginning, and the num- 
ber of houses started during the year was 
34,964 compared with 35,280 in 1954. 

The number of new houses built in Scot- 
land under the post-war housing programme 
now stands at 256,642. In addition, 32,176 
temporary houses have been built. 





Non-tendering Policy Attacked 


THE PRACTICE of local authorities of 
handing out to Direct Labour Departments 
or to Government sponsored organisations 
such as the Scottish Special Housing 
Association, capital works involving expendi- 
ture of public money “ without permitting’ 
competitive tenders from _ contractors 
engaged in the industry,” was recently 
condemned by Mr. A. Frood, chairman of 
the Scottish Section of the Federation of 
Civil Engineering Contractors. 

Mr. Frood also deplored the “ unhelpful 
attitude ” of the Minister of State when the 
matter was raised with him by the Industry 
last year. 

“ Starting Dates ” Again 

Tue Secretary of State has reimposed con- 
trol of starting dates on all school building 
projects in Scotland costing more than £5,000 
and due to be started before October 1. This 
is part of the Government’s proposals for 
control of building announced by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer on February 17. 

Projects for which tenders have already 
been accepted are not affected but the Sec- 
tetary of State has instructed education 
authorities not to put out tenders for new 
work costing over £5,000 without first ob- 
taining his consent and to defer all work 
costing less than that if it is not urgent. 


Edinburgh School Building 


It has recently been announced by The 
Joint Parliamentary Under Secretary of 
State for Scotland, Mr. J. Henderson 
Stewart, that the city of Edinburgh had con- 
structed #4 new schools since the war at a 
total cost of £2,500,000. Nine schools were 
under construction and several extensions, 
providing 6,000 places, at a cost of over 
£1,000,000. 


NEW BUILDINGS 
Aberdeenshire.—Plans approved for infants’ school 
at Old-st., Peterhead (est. cost £59,950). County A: 
Alexander Macgill (A), Planning & Architectural 
ices, Union-ter., Aberdeen. 
Ayrshire.—Plans in hand 


for schemes 
police headquarters at 


Charlotte-st., Ayr, 


include 
new 


THE BUILDER 


council garage and workshops at the Police Head- 
quarters, Irvine, and new staff accommodation at 
Treslurch (est. cost respectively, £11,000, £9,000 and 


£3,500). Council A: Robert G. Lindsay (F), Planning 
ne Dept., County-bldgs., Wellington- 
sq., Ayr. 


Eddlewood.—Plans in hand for 7th Development 
of the Quarter-rd. housing scheme of 58 houses. A: 
Samuel MacColl (A), Planning & Architectural Dept., 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for additions and 
alterations for the Clydesdale & North of Scotland 
Bank, Ltd., at Kilmarnock-rd. A: Wylie, Shanks & 
Wylie (FF), 12, Claremont-gdns., Glasgow, WC3. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for extensions for Glas- 
gow South Co-operative Society, Ltd., Coburg-st., to 
be erected at the Castlemilk-rd. Bldgs. A: Kenneth 
Masson (A), Planning & Architectural Dept., 
Morrison-st., Glasgow, SCS5. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for new garages to be 
erected for Hamilton Marr Co., Ltd., at St. 
Andrews-dr. A: F. J. Beveridge & Dallachay (F/A), 
257, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for the Scottish Indus- 
trial Estates, Ltd., for new factory at Garscadden 
Industrial Estate. A: Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F/F), 
12, Claremont-gdns., Glasgow, WC3. 

Glasgow.—Plans by the architects of J. N. 
Carruthers & Co., Ltd., 27, Hamilton-st., Glasgow, 
SCS, approved for additions and alterations at 
Shettleston-rd. 


The Builder 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 





found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 

APRIL 17. 
*+Birmingham City C.—191 dwellings, Wyrley 
Birch estate, Erdington. City A. Dep. £2 


Tenders by May 16 


APRIL 18. 
*+Surrey CC.—School meals accommodation at 
Godalming, Broadwater cty. sec. sch. County A. 











QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 


IN STOCK 


PAVINGS 
FACADES 
SHOPFRONTS 
SWIMMING POOLS 


JOHN STUBBS 


MARBLE & QUARZITELTD 
_ LIVERPOOL7 
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Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new 
the Automobile Association, itd., headquarters 
New Coventry-st., London, io’ be erected. 
Blythswood-sq. (est. cost £40,000). A: Will B We 
& Kirkwood (9, Woodside-pl.. Charing Cr 
: D. M. Doig, Crane & Smith, 14 i 
Glasgow, WC2. » Wellingtons 
Kincardineshire.—Plans in hand fo 
houses at the Portlethan Station county site rd 
: Albert Sturrock (A), Planning & Archi! 
Dept, County-bidgs., Stonehaven. a 
arkhall.—Plans in hand for the 4th de 
(84 houses) at the Strutherhill site. A: Samuel tom 
(A), Planning & Architectural Dept., County-bid 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West. e 


Lanarkshire.—Plans approved in Principle for nq 


television transmitter station at Blackhill, fk 
Engineers & Architects, ITA, 14, hee 
London, SW7. ii 


Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for dey 
site at Friars-la., Lanark, for residential housing, 4 
Whyte & Barrie (L), 38, High-st., Lanark. ; 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for the layout of r 
East Kilbride’s Development Corporation neighbo, 
hood centre at the Murray Housing Site. A: Frand 
Scott (L), Terrence House, East Kilbride, i 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared for an extension 
Maddiston Protestant School at Grangemouth (es 
cost £16,000). Council A: Alexander J. Smith (Al 
Planning & Architectural Dept., Master of Wor 
Offices, Spittal-st., Stirling. 5, 


elopment 


APRIL 19, 

*tEssex CC.—{1) Additional 
Hornchurch Bush Elms cty. sec. 
at Hornchurch Dury Falls cty. sec. sch.; (3) clas 
rooms, Upminster cty prim. sch. County A. : 
APRIL 20. | 


tHampstead BC.—Four-storey block of six flats 4 
Upper Park-rd., NW3. T.C., Haverstock Hill, NW! 


accommodation 
sch.; (2) classroon 


APRIL 21. 

tThedwastre RDC.—Four bungalows at Drinkston 
four bungalows at Hessett, three bungalows and ty 
houses at Norton, two houses at Thurston and tw 
houses at Tostock (one or more). Hunt & Coate 
Council’s A, 84, Guildhall-st., Bury St. Edmuni 

Dep. £3 3s. 
L 23. 


APRI 

*Bootle CB.—Roof tiling, floor tiling and plaste 
ing to 18 dwellings, Dery-rd. clearance area No. 24 
Scheme 33 (a). BS, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Chertsey UDC.—12 maisonettes and 12 flat 
Goose Pool. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Dorking UDC.—13 dwellings at Longmeado 
housing estate, Westcott. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Luton BC.—Six shops and maisonettes and 4 


garages, Rockley-rd., Farley Hill estate. Boro’ 4 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*West Riding CC.—Convenience, etc., Ackwor! 
Brackenhill mod. sch. Divisional A, Bishopgarth 
Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 

IL 24 


*Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—Extensions, Bourne jus 
cty. scn. County A, Sleaford. 


APRIL 25. eeaee 
*tEnfield BC.—Block of 4 houses at junction o 
Bilton-way and Bideford-rd. BE, 7, Little Park-gdn 





Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 23. i 
*Warminster UDC.—76 houses, ‘‘ The Dene 

estate, Boreham. Snailum, Huggins & Le Feévr| 

architects, 18, Brock-st., Bath. Dep. £2 2s, 


*Wembley BC.—Applications invited for inclusion 
in selected lists of contractors for erection of pubic 
buildings, houses, flats and ancillary works. BEAS, 
Town Hall. (Contractors already included in selected 
lists neea not renew their applications.) | 


APRIL 27. ; 

*+Chigwell UDC.—27 flats, 12 houses and 4 0 
people’s bungalows, Oakwood Hill, Loughton 
Tooley & Foster, architects, Midland Bank-chbrs 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 
Me BC.—12 flats, 

4 ip, £2. 

i SP BC.—44 two-bedroom, 40 one-bedroom 
and 12 bed-sitting room type flats at Hardfield, Hey: 
wood. BE&S. Dep. £4 4s. , 

*Welwyn RDC.—20 bungalows at Queensway sit¢ 
S, Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE. ate 
*Billinge-and-Winstanley UDC.—20_ houses (in - 


Greenford-rd., Greenford 


blocks) at Cob Moor site. C, Council Offices. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. | 


APRIL 18. oe 
tWoking UDC.—Building and other materials. 
CofC. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


APRIL 21. 
tHertford RDC.—14 miles 6-in. dia. sewer and 
4-in. dia. connections, 28 manholes and sewage dis 
posal works designed to deal with 13,000 gals. daily 
at Bengeo. C of C, Wallfields, Pegs-la., Hertford, 
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APRIL 23. 

Merioneth CC.—Construction of Callendar Hamil- 
ton steel bridge of two spans, 130 ft. and 110 ft., 
with approach works of 200 ft. on each bank of River 
Mawddach at Llanelltyd, nr. Dolgelly. County S. 
Dolgelly. Dep. £3. é 

Morecambe and Heysham BC.—1,250 yds. 15-in. to 
30-in. dia. concrete pipe sewer, with brick manholes 
and ancillary works at White Lund industrial estate. 

Dep. £2 
APRIL 24. 

Bradford City C.—Reconstruction of 4} acres of 
biological filters at Esholt sewage works, including 
supply and laying of aeration tiles and supply and 
placing of 30,000 tons graded stone filter medium, 
etc. Engr. and Mangr. Esholt Hall, nr. Shipley, 
Yorks. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Barnsbury.—DEVELOPMENT.—LCC Housing Com- 
mittee propose to develop a site adjoining the LCC 
Barnsbury estate at Fife-ter. One ten-storey block 
will contain 42 maisonettes and flats. Also to be 
built are five two-storey houses and a_ two-storey 
block of 12 dwellings for old people. Estimated cost 
ds £177,100. 

Camberwell.—FLaTS AND MAISONETTES.—MH&LG 
has approved council’s plans to build 20 flats and 32 
maisonettes, estimated to cost £125,879, over a rail- 
way tunnel at Camberwell-grove. 

London, W.—Ronald Ward & Ptnrs. (F/A), 29, 
Chesham-pl., SW1, are architects for reconstruction 
of building fronting 24-27, Orchard-st., Granville-pl. 
and Portman Mews South, W1, as showrooms and 
Offices. 

Merton and Raynes’ Park.—ScHoors.—Surrey 
Education Committee is to submit to Ministry of 
Education schemes for the building of Raynes Park 
secondary school for girls (estimated cost £151,000) 
and a secondary Roman Catholic school for girls at 
Cannon Hill-la., Merton (estimated cost £148,000). 

Regent’s Park.—CoLLEGE BUILDING.—A new four- 
storey building is to be built at Sussex Lodge, 
Regent’s Park for the Royal College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists. The building will contain an 
assembly hall and dining hall to seat 500 and 350 
people. It is designed by Mr. Louis de Soissons, 
FRIBA, 3, Park-squaree-mews, NWI. The quantity 
surveyors are Sydney A. Paine and Partners, 2, New- 
court, WC2. 

St. Marylebone.—FLAatTs.—A seven-storey block of 
14 self-contained flats with garage space for 20 cars 
in the basement is planned for 103-105, Harley-st., 
S&. Marylebone. Architects for the scheme are 
Douglas Stephen and Partners, 30b, Wimpole-st., W1, 
and the quantity surveyors Lionel Simmons and Part- 
mers at the same address. A six-storey block of 36 
self-contained flats also with parking space for 20 
cars in the basement is planned for 26-33, Nutford- 
pl., St. Marylebone. The architects are M. E. and 
O. H. Collins, 34, London Wall, EC2. TP consent 
is awaited. 

South Bank.—Fitm THEATRE.—LCC architects are 
preparing plans for a new National Film Theatre, 
with a seating capacity of 500, which is to be built 
under Waterloo Bridge. 

Tower of London.—JeweLt House.—Architects of 
the MoW are preparing plans for a new Crown 
Jewel House which is expected to cost £100,000. It 
is hoped to begin work some time next year. 

Westminster.—SHops AND OFFICES.—The Marble 
Arch Pavilion cinema in Oxford-st. is being de- 
molished and shops and offices are to be built in its 
place for the Maryon Fashion Group, Ltd., to 
designs by C., Edmund Wilford & Son (F/ARIBA), 
2, Green-st., Mayfair, W1 

Wimbledon.—TELEPHONE ExcHANGE.—BC has noti- 
fied North Surrey Area sub-committee that it has no 
objection in principle to extension of Wimbledon 
Telephone Exchange, Ridgway, in accordance with 
Proposals submitted by Estate Surveyor, MoW. 

Wimbledon.—ELpEerRLY PERSONS’ BUNGALOWS.— 
Surrey CC has granted planning permission in respect 
of revised proposals for layout and design by BS of 
16 elderly persons’ bungalows on land adjoining 6, 

eensmere-rd. / 

Wimbledon.—Suors, SHowrooMsS, ETC.—MH&LG, 
on appeal, has granted planning permission to Mr 
F. J. Pearson, auctioneer and estate agent, to 
develop 21-25, Worple-rd. for shops and showrooms, 
offices and/or residential accommodation, and a car 
Park, provided that plans can be agreed by the 
local planning authority or, failing agreeement, deter- 
mined by the Minister. 

Wimbledon.—Houses.—On the application of 
Messrs. M. Howard (Mitcham), (Ltd., the Lands 
Tribunal has approved the modification of restrictive 
covenants on ‘‘ Lampton,’’ Parkside-gdns. (Wimble- 
don House Estate) to allow the conversion of the 
existing property into three houses and garages and 
the erection of 16 separate new houses. Application 
= — three other houses on one plot of land was 
tefused. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


_ Alnwick.—Architects for development and rebuild- 
ing of town centre are W. B. Edwards & Ptnrs. (F), 
MTPI, 52, Eldon-pl., Newcastle. 

Barnard Castle.—Durham CC proposes grammar 
tech. sch. for 700 pupils near Staindrop-rd. County A. 

Birkenhead.—HC proposes following new_ houses: 
Woodchurch estate, 150 dwellings: Prenton Dell, 30; 
€ldon-pl. /Oak-st., redevelopment, 240; Brattan-rd., 26; 
Geewaces. area, 24; Bedford-pl., 18; Egerton-pk., 
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Blaydon, Co. Durham.—UDC seeking loan sanction 
for £52,144 for erection of 40 houses at Pipe Bridge, 
Rowlands Gill, Council has own direct labour 
organisation 

Bradford.—City C to build 424 dwellings, 10 shops, 
30 garages and recreation centre at new Wood Side 
estate; £674,150 est. 

Bridgwater, Somt.—HC recommends construction of 
two houses at Wembdon and eight houses at Can- 
nington for sale to housing applicants. Tenders to 
be invited for 19 houses at North Petherton. 

Brighouse.—BC to invite tenders for four blocks 
of single persons flats, 16 two-bedroomed houses and 
10 three-bedroomed houses at Rastrick estate. 

Bromborough.—Peter Walker Cane, Ltd., propose 
new licensed premises at Mark Rake. A: Gornall, 
Kelly & Ptnrs. (L), 155, The Albany, Old Hall-st., 
Liverpool.—Birkenhead Brewery Co., Ltd., propose 
new public house off High-st. Plans by own archi- 
tect’s department. 

Colchester.—Plans for nearly 150 houses to be built 
at Shrub End, Monkwick and Barn Hall estates this 
year have been approved by TC. 

Consett.—UDC to build 32 houses at Ebchester. 

Coventry.—HC approved draft layout plans for 
509 dwellings with garages at Attoxhall-rd. site, and 
seven dwellings and five garages at Viiliers-st.— 
Watch Com. approved various sites for 20 police 
houses.—Tenders to be invited from selected con- 
tractors for erection of new retail market. 

Croydon.—EC recommends extensions to following 
schools in 1957-8 programme: Heath Clark selective 
sec. sch., £88,850; Shirley sec. sch., £75,000; Stanley 
tech. sch., £25,000; Fairchildes sec. boys’ and girls’ 
sch., £68,000; Portland sec. schs., £54,000; Selhurst 
gram. schs., £33,000. 

Cumberland.—CC to carry out additions to 
Harrington jun. sch., £10,000; Seascale sch., £15,500; 
and Skelton sch., £10,000. County A. 

Darlington.—Boro’ EC and Rev. T. J. Lynch, St. 
Theresa’s RC Church have received Ministry approval 
for RC sch. £50,000 est. 

Darlington.—TC seeks loan sanction for £86,460 for 
64 houses at Springfield estate-—Loan sanction 
received for £225,216 for new Haughton cty. sec. sch. 

Dorset.—Standing Joint Com. approved in principle 
provision of 53 new police houses in various parts of 
county; 29 of present houses to be replaced and 
consideration to be given to replacement of further 31. 

Dover.—Tenders are to be invited by July for 222 
sea-front flats for TC. 

Durham.—Durham County Water Board, Old Elvet, 
Durham, and Sunderland & South Shields Water Co., 
28, John-st., Sunderland, have approved in principle 
£5,326,000 joint scheme for new reservcir 34 miles 
long and up to } mile wide in Derwent Valley, below 
Blanchland. Board’s Chief Engr.: A. C. Wildsmith, 
Company’s engr.: A. C. McLellan. 
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Durham.—CC to erect additional classrooms at 
Spennymoor Durham-rd. mod. sch. to plans by G. R. 
Clayton (F), South-st., Durham. 

Essex.—EC approved revised library building pro- 
gramme for 1956-7 as follows: Chigwell Debden Estate 
Branch; Hockley Branch; Chigwell, Loughton and 
Drive Branch; Wanstead and Woodford Snakes-la. 
Branch; Hornchurch, Upminster Branch; Brentwood, 
Shenfield Branch; and Broomfield Branch. 

Essex.—MofE agreed following amendments to 
1956-7 programme: Substitution of Basildon Lee 
Chapel C infants, £55,440, for junior sch.; new tem- 
porary schs., Basildon Fryerns No. 3 C i 
£38,500, and Basildon Fryerns No. 3 C jun., £49,280. 
Basildon Lee Chapel C jun. sch., £73,920, transferred 
to Reserve List. 

Eton.—RDC proposes 50 houses at Denham Green 
estate, 84 at Bangors-rd. North, Iver Héath, eight at 
Hedgerley, four at The Green, Wraysbury, and four 
at Gerrards Cross, in current year. 1957 programme 
provides for further 150 houses at Datchet, Farnham 
Royal and Stoke Poges or Iver Heath. 

Gateshead.—TC received loan sanction for £456,310 
for 120 houses at Hill Head and 208 at Lobley Hill, 
£261,077 for 197 houses at Leam-la.; £110,029 for 78 
houses at The Causeway; and £16,395 for branch 
library at Wrekenton. 

Gateshead.—EC_ seeking permission 
Durham-rd. sch. at cost of £100,000 or 

Gateshead.—EC seeks permission to erect another 
wing at mew Technical College at Durham-rd. 
£113,000 est. Boro’ E. 

Golborne.—UDC proposes erection of 60 houses 
at Culcheth. 

Guisborough.—Two-storey post office to be built 
at site measuring 870 sq. yds. for M of Works. 

Hartlepools.—British Transport Docks to modernise 
south side of 520-ft. long ‘‘B’”’ jetty, Union Dock, 
Hartlepools, at est. cost £52,000. 

Hebburn, Co. Durham.—Methodist Authorities pro- 
pose church at Campbell Park-rd. and Cambridge- 
ave.—Durham CC proposes nursery schs. in Byron- 
ave., Toner-ave., Grasmere-rd. and Melrose-ave. 


County A. 
build 39 houses at North 


to extend 
o’ E. 


Hexham.—UDC to 
Wylam. A: W. Dixon & Son (A/L), 1, Collingwood- 
st., Newcastle. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC Surveyor has prepared 
revised estimates for 88 houses, two shops and flats 
at Hindson-cres., North estate; six houses and 10 
garages, Hetton-rd. estate; and 81 houses and 12 
garages, Burnside estate—-UDC proposes to modernise 
pre-war houses at rate of 300 a year. 

Jarrow.—TIC seeking loan sanction for £116,185 for 
86 houses at Calf Close-la.—Durham CC to build 
police houses in Inverness-rd. 

Jarrow.—New gram. sch. proposed for Jarrow, 
Hebburn and Felling. County A, Durham. | 

Lancs.—EC seeks approval for following in 1957 
programme: Morecambe and Heysham RC _ sch., 
Phase 1, £32,186 est.; Hornby cnty. sec., £49,468 
est.; and Lancaster RC sec., £95,096 est. 

Liverpool.—J. C. Westbrook & Co. propose new 
factory at Evans-rd., Speke. A: Sir Alfred Shennan 
& Ptnrs., 17, North John-st., Liverpool 2. 

Liverpool—_MH&LG consent to borrowing of 
£262,625 for erection of nine houses, nine flats and 
122 maisonettes at Orry-st. site. 

Manchester.—TC proposes erection of aged per- 
sons’ houses at Hall-la., Baguley. 

Manchester.—Tenders to be invited for houses and 
shops with flats above at Booker-ave. and Greenhill- 
rd. City A. ri 

Middlesbrough. — EC’s proposed building pro- 
gramme for 1957-58 includes Prissick Farm No. 2 
sec. mod. sch., £176,000; St. Mary’s College, 
£175,000, or Roseberry RC sec. mod. sch., £108,000; 
Easterside prim. sch., 54,000; replacement of 
Middlesbrough boys’ and girls’ high schls., £177,000 
each; additions to St. Joseph’s prim. sch., ,000; 
and additions to St. Pius X RC prim. sch., £20,000. 
It is expected that outside architects will be 
appointed for some plans. 

Middlesbrough.—Sketch plans for new stores at 
Corporation-rd. for British Home Stores, Ltd., 
London, NWI, have been approved. A: G. W. 
Clarke (L). Z 

Morpeth.—RBC Surveyor (J. R. Miles) to prepare 
plans and estimates for new council offices. 

Newcastle upon Tyne.—Sch. to cost over £200,000. 
A: L. J. Couves & Ptnrs. (F), Carliol House, New- 
castle. Ry 

Newcastle upon Tyne.—EC approved preliminary 
plans for Stage 4 of new Rutherford College of 
Technology. Plans by City A, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle. T. F. Burns & Ptnrs., Ellison-pl., New- 
castle, are consultants for structural work. _ 

Newcastle upon Tyne.—City Council received loan 
sanction for £181,035 for 36 flats and maisonettes 
at Kenton North and 72 flats and maisonettes at 
Longbenton; £268,304 for Rutherford Cnty. sec. 
sch. for girls; and £145,256 for new Firfield sec. 
mod. boys’ sch. i ; 

Newcastle upon Tyne.—City HC is to build houses 
on 16 acres of land at Wharrier-st. to plans by City 
A, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle. ahs % 

Newcastle upon Tyne.—City C negotiating with 
Unity Structures, Ltd., 35, Tavistock-sq., WCl, for 
erection of 39 ‘* Unity’ three- and four-storey flats 
at Ropery Walk, and 44 four-storey flats at Long- 
benton Estate. City A. sig?) 

Newton Aycliffe.—188 houses proposed by Aycliffe 
Development Corporation. 

Northallerton. —D. L. C. Hall, 6, Masons Yard, 
Duke-st., SW1, appointed architect by North Riding 
EC for new modern school. 

Northampton.—Sywell Aerodrome Co., Ltd., pro- 
poses erection of new factory at Sywell Aerodrome. 
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North Riding.—EC proposes following new school 
buildings for 1957-58: Major -eageceg of new Scar- 
borough tech. college, £350,000; new Northallerton 
boys’ mod. sch. (Ist instalment), £151,000; exten- 
sions to Richmond gram. sch., £66,000; extensions 
to Whitby gram. sch., £45,000: extensions to Ears- 
wick mod. sch., £54,000; 2nd instalments to Stokes- 
ley gram. and mod. sch., £62,300; Redcar West mod. 
sch., £38,000; and Thirsk gram. and mod. sch., 
£105,000; new prim. schs. at Catterick Camp, Bain- 
bridge and Sleights, and instalments of others at 
Osbaldwick, Marton and Nunthorpe. 

North Riding.—J. H. Napper (F), 56, Eldon-pl., 
Newcastle on Tyne, appointed architect by EC for 
proposed. Osbaldwick cnty. prim. sch. 

North Riding.—CC to invite tenders for fire and 
ambulance stations at Guisborough. County A, 
County Hall, Northallerton. 

Northumberland.—EC to let contract for building 
new South-East Northumberland cnty. gram. sch., 
£289,000 est. County A. 

Peterlee.—Technical college, community centre, 
fire station, divisional police station and hospital are 
planned to be -built at new town. County A, 
Durham. 

Peterlee, Co. Durham.—F. W. Woolworth & Co., 
Ltd., to construct store at-town centre. Firm has 
own architects and building departments. 

Ponteland.—Newcombe & Newcombe (F), 23, 
Eldon-sq., Newcastle on Tyne, appointed architects 
for C of E special agreement sec. sch. 

Preston.—Joseph Pyke & Son, Ltd., 
tion of new mill. 

——e a Proposes erection of 174 houses 


propose erec- 


in 

Rugby.—Mitchells & Butlers, Ltd., Cape Hill 
Brewery, propose new licensed premises at Crow 
Pie. ae Liddington & Ptnrs. (L), 11, Regent-st. 


ug’ 
Sedgefield. —RDC has approved plan to build 200 
houses at Bishop Middleham and 50 at Fishburn. 


S: J. Tarran. 
Seisdon.—Staffs T&CP Com. approved site at 
Perton, Wrottesley. for new mental hospital. 

South Shields.—Boro’ E to prepare plans for re- 
development of land at Raglan-st., providing for 
162 two-bedroom and 84 three-bedroom houses. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Factory with 20,000 sq. ft. 
ground space proposed at Stillington’ for British 
Refrasil Co., subsidiary of Chemical & Insulating 
Co., Ltd., Darlington. 

Stockton-on-Tees. —RDC Surveyor prepared plans 
for housing estgtes at Carlton, Stillington and 
Preston. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC plans erection of three 
blocks of 12-storey flats at Garbutt-st. Plans by 
Boro’ A, 28, The Square, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Sunderland.—New _ two- “storey YMCA buildings 
proposed, £48,000 est. 

Sunderland.—MOH&ILG consent to borrowing of 
£204,970 for erection of 108 flats and 32 maison- 
ettes at Farringdon estate.—Tenders to be invited for 
eight shops and flats and group of garages at 
Allendale-rd., Farringdon estate. Plans by Boro’ A. 

S: H. Rae and Pitnrs. 

Sunderland.—Tenders to be invited by advertise- 
ment in August for 202 dwellings at Lawrence-st. 
clearance area and further contracts to be negotiated 
to bring total for 1956 to 1,150.—Land at Hylton 
Red House estate, with 480-ft. frontage to 
Maplewood-ave., to be leased to Ravenseft Properties, 

td., for construction of major shopping centre. 

Sunderland.—TP approval to plans by Geo. T. 
Brown & Son (F). 53, Fawcett-st., for six bungalows 
and garages at Kingarth-ave. for J. & H. Fowler 
and for 12 houses and garages at 25-36, Richard-ave., 
for G. H. Plemper, Ltd., also to plans by Marshall & 
Tweedy for licensed premises at junction Yewtree- 
ave./North Hylton-rd. for James Deuchar, Ltd. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Tenders being obtained for 
new premises for Old Thornaby Social Club. A: 
J. C. Backhouse, 8, Broughton Rise, Malton. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—Spriggs & Ptnrs., 2, South 
Audley-st., Wl, appointed quantity surveyors by 
North Riding EC for new Thornaby cnty. mod. sch. 
A: Johns & Slater (F), 32, Foundation-st., Ipswich. 

Wallsend.—G. H. Gray & Ptnrs., Camden-st., 
North Shields, are architects for proposed office 
additions in North-ter. for Victor Products, Ltd., 
mining equipment manufacturers. 

Wallsend.—Final plans ye for new sec. sch. 
for Northumberland EC, £184,000 est. A: Reavell 
f Cahill (F), Lloyds Bank-chmbrs., Alnwick. Qs: 
. W.’ Summers & Ptnrs., 33, Jesmond- rd., New- 
te on-Tyne. 

Wellingborough._RDC approved plans for 10 
bungalows and 6 houses at Irchester.—Welling- 
borough Industrial Co-op. Society, Ltd., propose new 
offices at Wellingborough-rd., Finedon. 

Wellington, Salop.—RDC proposes erection of 2 
houses for miners. 

Wigan.—TC proposes erection of flats at Wigan-la. 

Wolverhampton.—TC included following schools 
in educational building programme for 1957/8: 
Wolverhampton gram., £50,000, and Underhill cnty. 


prim., £36, 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Accrington.—Erection of St. Christopher’s C of E 
sec. mod. sch. at Moorhead. *Ashworth & Hobson, 
Ltd., Rawtenstall, £119,713. 

Andover.—Eight flats, 14 houses and two aged 
persons’ bungalows, for RDC: *Gregory Housing, 
ltd 21, Farncombe-rd., Worthing, £32,490 


THE BUILDER 


Atherton.—150 houses at Hag Fold North estate 
for UDC. *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, 
£213,514 

Ayr. —Plans by the principal contrs. own architects 
for new buildings at Newton Works, for the Scottish 
Stamping & Engineering Co., Ltd. *Kelvin 
— Co., Ltd.. Lochburn-rd., Glasgow, 

Billingham-on-Tees.—41 houses for UDC. E&S: 
J. H. Shepherd, AMICE: *Chas. J. Boyd, Ltd., 15, 
Emmerson-st., Linthorpe, Middlesbrough. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—New hotel at The Causeway 
for Newcastle Breweries, Ltd. 5 M. Lawson 
(A), Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. *G. W. Lazenby and Co., Ltd., Ferryhill. 
£170,000 (approx.). 

Bootle.—82 dwellings at Park-la. estate, Netherton. 
Scheme No. 36 (c) for CBC, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
Boro’ E&S: D. T. Bradshaw, AMInstCE, AMIMunE, 
DipTP. *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Birken- 


ead. 

Bradford.—Eight shops at Thorpe Edge estate. for 
TC. *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Brandon, Co. Durham.—Convent at Burn Hall for 
St. Joseph’s Foreign Mission College. A: Robert 
Burke (L), 10, Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. *J. 
Cummings, Matamba-terr.. Sunderland, £30,000. 

Brechin.—84 houses at Hillview for City C. *R. 
Pert & Sons, Ltd., Lr. Balimain-st., Montrose, 
£99,586 (subject to approval of Dept. of Health for 
Scotland). 

Bridgwater, Somt.—10 houses at Bussex-sq., Wes 
Zoyland, for RDC. ftHarris Bros. & Collard, Bride. 
water, £13,000. 

(Carmarthenshire.—Sec. mod. sch. at 
Emlyn for CC. County A. *Isaac Jones (Llanelly), 
Ltd., £97,362. 

Chester.—Works for RDC, 32 houses and four 
flats at Upton: *Alfred Halliwell & Son (Chester), 
Ltd., £41,554; 18 houses at Stoak: {T. Warrington & 
Sons, Ltd., £22,100. 

Chester.—64 houses, 12 bungalows and 16 flats at 
Hare-la. estate for City C: tLloyd & Cross, Ltd., 
£116,795 (subject to loan consent). 

Coatbridge.—104 houses at Couparhead site for 


Newcastle 


TC. Brickwork: *London & Inglis, Calder-st., 
rigs Joiner work: *W. Bain & Co., Ltd., 
£43,396. 


Coventry.—Aluminium components for second 
instalment of Whitley Abbey sec. (comprehensive) 
sch., for erection in 1957 (for EC). *Bristol Aeroplane 
Co., Ltd. £36,189. Structural steel. *Welding Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., £17,365. Nursery unit at Chace 
prim. sch. *J. O’Flanagan, Ltd., £19,880 (subject to 
MOE approval). : 

ney Me agra of Manor Guildhouse 
for City C. City A. t*Gilbert Ash, Ltd. 
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Crawley.—New factory and offices for Redifon, 
Ltd., Regent-st., SWI. A: Austin Vernon & Ptnys’ 
(F/A), a, Buckingham-pl., SW1. *James Longley & 
Co., Ltd., East Park, Crawley, £300,000. 

Dagenham.—Extensions to Kingswood Sec, Sch 
for BC. *Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Streatham’ High, 
rd., SW16, £13,500. = 

Dagenham.—100 dwellings at Marks Ga 
for BC. G. Wimpey & Co., £166,404: D. Grant 
& Partners, £164,997; Jenners (Builders), Ltd. 
£163,000; Direct labour, £162,569; *W. & J. Weather. 
head, Ltd., £147,073. 

Daventry.—Eight houses and four bungalows at 
Weedon for RDC.: *Adkins & Cooper, Ltd., Stayer. 
a, £16,329. “ 

aventry.—Extensions to factory at Braunston~ 
for British Timken, Ltd. A: C. E. M, Fillevoes 
(F), 20, Waterloo-st., Birmingham 2. QS: J, a 
ham Dale & Son. *B. Sunley & Sons, Ltd., 

St. James’s-st., SW1. 


te Estate 


Dudley, Northumberland.—Public-house at iets 
for James Deuchar & Co., brewers, Newcastle. -On- 
Tyne: *R. W. Bell & Son, Mistletoe-st., Newcastle. 


Dunbartonshire.—New jun. sec. schl at Faifly in 
Clydebank. A: J. Taylor (F), 196, West Regent-st, 
QS: Macintosh & Robertson F/FSI, 132, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow, WC2. er a contrs,: 
*James Wilson & Sons (Pesaiwon), Ltd., 82, Town- 
head-st., Hamilton, £102,6: 

Durham. —t houses at — Hall estate for 


2 


City C. City E. *Veti & Edwards, Ltd., 22, Foyle. 
St., Sunderland. 

Easington, Co. Durham.—38 houses at Murton site 
4 ae S: R. R. Lumsden. *Direct labour, 


*tEastbourne.—Gymnasium block and _ caretaker’s 
cottage for Chelsea College of Physical Education at 
‘ Bishopsbourne,’’ Carlisle-rd., for CBC. Boro’ E&s: 
Raymond Williams, BSc., 4, "Saffrons- rd. QS: Cecil 
F. Baker, FRICS. *Miller a Selmes, Ltd., 75a 
Tideswell-rd., Eastbourne. £21,6 
East Retford.—50 permanent , including 
paths and drainage for BC. Council’s A: Vallance 
Westwick, White Hart-chbrs., Mansfield *J. H. & 
W. E. Lett, Ltd., Dock-rd., Worksop, £64,506. 
Forfarshire.—103 houses at Gallowshad housing 
development for Corpn. A: Alexander Miller (F), 
Master of Works Offices, Forfar. *Felling & Cran- 
shaw, Ltd., 17, London-st., Forfar, £64,943 for exca- 
vation, brickwork, etc. 
Gainsborough. —New Avenue sec. 
*J. H. & W. E. Ilett, 
sop. "£150, 000 approx. 
Glasgow.—32 flats for aged persons at Castlemilk 
housing scheme. A: Archibald G. Jury (F), 20, Tron- 
gate, Glasgow, Cl. *Athol Houses, Ltd., 29, Park 
Circus, Glasgow, C3, £48,028 
Glasgow.—Plans approved for new buildings at 
Braehead. A: Alexander Buchanan Campbell (A), 128, 
Elderslie-st., Glasgow, WC3. Principal _contrs.: 
<McTaggart & Mickel, 137, West Regent-st., Glasgow, 


Glastonbury.—New sec. mod. sch. for BC. *H. 
Hoskings, Ltd., Langport, Somt., £96,433. 

Gosforth.—46 houses between Wansbeck and Great 
North-rd. *M. J. Liddell & Son, 36, Great North-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Guisborough.—New mod. sch. 


mod. sch. for 
Ltd., Dock-rd., Work- 


for North Riding 


EC. A: J. H. Napper (F), 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. S: Turner & Ing, 2. Garden-st., Darlington. 
“George Dougill & Sons, Chestnut-st., Darlington, 


£213 ,36 
Hackney. —Works for MBC, 


24 dwellings at Clap- 
ton Common (No. 


7) housing site. tDirect labour, 
£50,903; 20 flats at Homerton High-st., {Direct 
labour, £29,792. 

Hebburn.—New Methodist church. *D. & J. Ran- 
ken, Ltd., Stockton-rd., Sunderland, £17,000. 

Hebburn.—Garages, stores, weighbridge, offices, 
etc., at Glen-st. depot for UDC. Plans by S. *Direct 
labour. £29,792. 

Hemel Hempstead.—New church at Bennett’s End 
for St. Alban’s Diocese. A: Dawe, Carter & Ptnrs. 
(A), 33, Clarendon-rd., Watford. *J. T. Bushell & 
Son. 53, Catherine-st., St. Albans, £25,000 (est.). 

Hendon.—15 flats at Holders Hill Circus for BC. 
tSherman & Co. (Ealing), Ltd., 14, Alexandria-rd., 
W13, £25,454. 

Huddersfield.—118 houses at Standiforth estate, 
Dalton, for TC. {tGeo. Wimpey & Co., ; 

Kesteven. —First instalment Bourne cty, sec. mod. 
sch. for CC. *Rudd & Son, Ltd., Grantham, £57,995. 

Lancs. iis Cartmel sec. mod. sch., Grange-over- 
Sands, for EC. *Thompson & Jackson, Ltd., Lan- 
caster. £99,673. 

Leeds.—Following for TC: 12 shops with maison- 
ettes and flats over at Seacroft estate. *N. B. Bell & 
Co., Ltd., Frankland-terr., Leeds, £52,240.—126 dwel- 
lings at Cow Close estate, 18 at Intake-la. estate and 
92 at Belle Isle estate. *N. B. Bell & Co., Ltd., £312,419. 
—116 at Belle Isle estate and 32 at Seacroft estate, 
*Stepney Contractors, Ltd., Grovehill-rd., Beverley, 
£189,616.—104 at Belle Isle estate and 28 at Mean- 
wood estate, *Hall & Dudley, Ltd., 222, Woodhouse- 
la., £160,976.—102 at Brackenwood estate, *West & 
Sons (Leeds), Ltd., 15a, Wesley-rd., £133,486. 

Leamington Spa. —187 houses and flats at Percy 
estate for BC. tSayce Bros. £250,000 est. (subject 
to Ministry approval). 

Lindsey.—New occupational centre at Burghley- 
rd., Scunthorpe for CC. County A: A. Ronald 
Clarke (A), AMTPI, County Offices, Lincoln. *J. W 
Hill, East Common-la., Scunthorpe, £23,774. 

Liverpool.—Works for City C:—16 houses at 
Greaves-st.. tFortus (Construction), Ltd., Burton- 
chbrs., Church- st., Liverpool, 1, £39,274; five shops 
10 flats and 47 garages at Croxteth estate, {Unit Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevarde, Liverpool, 19, 
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439,211; eight flats and one shop at Pitt-st., $F. C. 
Bloomfield Co., Ltd., 71, Almonds Green, £17,088 
(subject, in each case, to approval of MH&LG). 
london (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
over £1,000 in value:—Devon: Building work, *C. 
Bryant & Son, Ltd., Whitmore-rd., Birmingham, 10; 
*Humphreys, Ltd., 187-189, Knightsbridge, SW7. 
Hampshire: Building work, *John Hunt, Ltd., South 
Wharf, Cleveland-rd., Gosport, Hants. Kent: 
Roofing work, *Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., 58, 
Victoria-st., SW1; *Maurice Hill, Ltd., Horndean, 
Hants. Dunbarton: Civil engineering, *Thos. Tan- 
nahill & Son, Ltd., 42/46, Watt-rd., Hiflington, 
Glasgow, SW2. Lincoln: Civil engineering, *A. Monk 
& Co., Ltd., Padgate, Warrington, Lancs. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts let by Lon- 
don Midland Region:—*Caffin & Co., Ltd., 25, 
Craven-st., WC2, for deep re-ballasting and drainage 


between Staverton-trd. and Charwelton, 130 miles 
1,400 yards to 131 miles 70 yards. *Steel Supply 
Co. (Eastern), Ltd., Stelco Works, Ampthill-rd., 


Bedford, for removal of track and structures, Wood- 
head Old Tunnel. *A. J. Binns (Northern), Ltd., 
Cunard-bldgs., Liverpool 3, for erection of concrete 
panel fence, Galesworthy-ave., Ford, on North 
Mersey Branch, Liverpool. *Caffin & Co., Ltd., 25, 
Craven-st., WC2, for formation renewal and drain- 
age of down passenger line, between Sharnbrook and 
Irchester, 61 miles 66 yards to 61 miles 733 yards. 
*Fletcher & Co. (Contractors), Ltd., Forest-rd., 
Mansfield, for reconstruction and widening of Bridge 
No. 1, Enderby branch for Ministry of Transport. 
*Thos. W. Ward, Ltd., Albion Works, Sheffield, for 
removal of tracks and structures Southport (Lord-st.) 
to Altcar. *Ed. Jones (Contractors), Ltd., Bangor-rd., 
Penmaenmawr, North Wales, for amenities and work- 
shops at Llandudno Junction carriage shed. *John 
Sisk & Son (Dublin), Ltd., Wilton Works, Pembroke- 
rd., Lower Baggot-st., Dublin, for improvements to 
Riverside Shed Dublin North Wall. *Hodgins, Ltd., 
10, Richmond-ave., Fairview, Dublin, for improved 
port facilities at container park and loaded container 
Bond areas and new awning to non-utiable shed 
at Dublin North Wall. *A. J. Binns (Northern), Ltd., 
Cunard-bldgs., Liverpool 3, for fencing renewals in 
the Bangor and _ Liverpool engineer’s districts. 
*Edward Wood & Sons, Ltd., 70, Park-st., Derby, 
for new amenities block at Birmingham, Vauxhall 
carriage shed. 

{London (Air Ministry).—New works Contracts 
to value of £500 or over for fortnight ended April 7 :— 

Artificers’ work: *Henry Jones & Sons (Rhosneigr), 
Ltd., Beach-rd., Rhosneigr, Anglesey; *William T. 
Nicholls, Ltd., St. Pauls-rd., Gloucester; *Holborow 
& Sons, Ltd., Gloucester-ho., The Chipping. Tetbury, 
Glos.; *F. Shepherd & Sons, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., 
York. Preparation and maintenance of land: 
*E, S. Walley & Co. Ltd., Wardle, Nantwich, Ches.. 
Heating work: *Bovellot Engineering, Ltd., 167-168, 
Millbank, SW1. Building work: *Davidson & Co., 
Upper Kirkhill, Nigg, Aberdeen; *Walter Lawrence 
& Sen, Ltd. (2 contracts)), Ventnor-ho., London- 
st., Swaffam, Norfolk; *R. Costain & Sons (Liverpool) 





Ltd. (2 contracts), _Barlows-la, Liverpool, 9; 
*Humphreys Ltd., Knightsbridge, SW7; *Woodcock 
Marshall & Co., Ltd., 2, Westbourne-gr. Mews, 


WII; *Hadsphaltic Construction Co., Ltd., Victoria- 
ho., Victoria-rd., Pembroke Dock; *A. J. Dunning 
& Sons (Weyhill), Ltd. (3 contracts), Andover, 
Hants; *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd. (2 contracts), 
Hammersmith-gr.. W 6; *R. Blackett & Son, Ltd., 
63/66, Bondgate, Darlington; *E. J. G. Morgan, Ltd., 
Industrial Estate, Uxbridge, Middx; *Wm. Townson 
& Sons, Ltd., Swan-la, Bolton *N. G. Piper, Ltd., (2 
contracts), 12, Marchant-rd., Andover, Hants *Jesse 
Mead, Ltd., 176, Berkhampstead-rd., Chesham, 
Bucks; *E. Clark & Sons, Snowhill, Melton Mowbray. 
Strengthening runways: *W. & C. French, Ltd., 
Buckhurst Hill, Essex; *John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 
91, Ebury Bridge-rd, SW1. Building work: *S. W. 
Foster, Ltd., Coombend Radstock, Bath; *Frank 
Haslam, Ltd., Hall Cross, Doncaster, Yorks; 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd.. Heather Park-dr., Nth 
Circular-rd., Wembley, Middx; *W. J. Weatherhead, 
Ltd., Lambs-la., Rainham, Essex; *Johnson & Bailey, 
Ltd. (2 contracts), 51 & Sila, Norfolk-st., Cam- 
bridge; *R. & H. Wale, Ltd. (2 contracts), High- 
st.,Gamblingay, Sandy, Beds; *R. Carse & Son, Ltd., 
(2 contracts), Amble, Northumberland; *Farrans, 
Ltd., 39, Upper Brook-st., W1: *Dudley Coles, Ltd., 
Rath-st., Plymouth: *Robert Marriott, Ltd., Midland 
Works, Rushden, Northants. Airconditioning pliant: 
*Benham & Sons, Ltd., 66, Wigmore-st.. WI. In- 
spection of welding, etc.: *Metal & Pipe-line En- 
durance, Ltd., 30, London-rd.. Woolmer Green, 
Herts. Heating and H.W, installation: *Industrial 
& General Eng. Co., tla, St. Johns Hill, Clapham 
Junction, SWI1. Artificers’ work: *Geo. Foster 
(Contractors), Ltd., Leanington-rd., Broadway, 
Worcs: *Holborow & Sons, Ltd., Gloucester House, 
The Chipping, Tetbury, Glos:*A. Schofield (Builders), 
Ltd.. St. Bedies, Hornsea, E. Yorks. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
Eastern Region: *Shirley Painting & Decorating Ser- 
vice, 70, Blackstock-rd., Finsbury Park, N4, clean- 
ing and painting of station buildings, signals, signal 
boxes, warehouses at Becontree, Dagenham Heath- 
way, Dagenham East, Hornchurch, and Upminster 
Bridge stations. *Holmpress Piles, Ltd.. Barnsley- 
st., Hull, construction of foundation piles for Goliath 
crane track at permanent way depot, Chesterton 
Junction. *T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 28, Belgrave- 
td., Leicester, cleaning and painting of ironwork and 
steelwork to bridges between Ecclesfield West and 
Barnsley. *Arundel Painting Contractors & Co., 7. 
Cornmarket, Louth, Lincs, cleaning and painting of 
west shed, customs halls, offices, toilets, waiting and 
refreshment rooms at Parkeston Quay. *Sadler & 
Sons, Richmond-rd., Ipswich, alterations to baggage 
hall in No. 4 shed and other repair works at Parkes- 
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ton Quay West. *Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., supply 
delivery and installation of medium voltage cables in 
wagon shops at Temple Mills new marshalling yard. 
*Taylor & Coulbeck, Ltd., 20, Hawthorne-ave., Clee- 
thorpes, reconstruction of goods shed at Grimsby 
Central Market goods depot. *Sovex, Ltd., 
St. John’s-rd., Erith, Kent, supply, delivery and 
installation of electrically operated slat type conveyor 
at Grimsby Central Market goods depot. *Sadler & 
Sons, Richmond-rd., Ipswich, renewal of roof cover- 
ing to lower yard goods shed at Ipswich. 

{London (Metropolitan Police).—Erection of sight 
married quarters and alterations to Police Station at 
57 seen W., *Robert Hart & Sons, Ltd., 

{London (Metropolitan Police).—Int. redecs., etc., 
Bromley PS, *T. Graham & Co., £649. Removal of 
temp. PS and reinstatement of section house, Gilmour 
House, *J. Hoare & Son, £1,738. 

§London (MoW).—Contracts placed in week end- 
ing March 24:—Bedfordshire: Luton, erection of 
Leagrave TE, *John Willmott & Sons (Hitchin), Ltd., 
Hitchin, Herts. Essex: Harlow, erection of HPO, 
*T. Bates & Son, Old Brickworks, Harold Wood, 
Romford. Glamorganshire: NAB Office, ‘‘ Maesyffrwd 
House,’’ Compton-rd., Tonypandy, alterations, *David 
Lewis (Builders), Ltd., Williamstown, Tonypandy. 
Gloucestershire: Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham, erec- 
tion of Home Office Civil Defence store, *Espley 
& Co., Ltd., High-st., Evesham, Worcs. Hampshire: 
IFV, Farnborough, internal decorations, *G. Jones & 
Son (Contrs.), Ltd., 27b, Kensington Church-st., W8. 
London: Letter Office, Mount Pleasant, Rosebery- 
ave., EC1, reinstatement of fire damage and adapta- 
tions to supplies loading bank, *Whyatt (Builders), 
Ltd., 225, Streatham High-rd., SW16; Admiralty 
Building, Whitehall, SW1, external decorations, *South 
London Decorators, Ltd., 9, Streatham High-rd., 
SW16. Monmouthshire: Cwmbran, trection of PO, 
sorting office and garage, *Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., 
High Close, Rogerstone, Newport. Yorkshire: 
Rievaulx Abbey, erection of custodian’s cottage, *F. 
Handley, Ashdale-rd., Helmsley. Caithness-shire: 
Wick, TRS, erection of extension, *A. Hall & Son 
(Bidrs.), Ltd., Granitehill-rd., Northfield, Aberdeen. 
Denbighshire: TRO, 13, Hill-st., Wrexham, alterations 
and supply and fixing of screen and counter units, 
*P. Copper, Pentre Broughton, Wrexham. Dorset- 
shire: Radio Station, Dorchester, erection of new boiler 
house, *D. A. Dunham, St. Andrew-rd., Bridport. 
Lancashire: Wellington-ave., Sefton Park, Liverpool, 
erection of ATE, *Wm. Tomkinson & Sons, Ltd., 7-31, 
Great Newton-st., Liverpool, 3. Northamptonshire: 
PDO, Rockingham-rd., Corby, extensions, “A. J. G. 
Potter & Sons, Ltd., High-st.. Stanwick, Northants. 


QLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
in week ended March 31:—Cumberland: Mis- 
cellaneous, *Harbour and General Works, Ltd., 


Hampshire: Building work, *Lee Bros. 
(Aldershot), Ltd., Aldershot. Herefordshire: Miscel- 
laneous, *Harry Vaughan, Hereford. Lancashire: 
Painting and decorating, *Alan Entwistle, Farnworth. 
Pembrokeshire: Building work, *Hussey, Egan & 
Pickmere, Ltd., Pembroke. Shopshire: Painting, 
*Industrial and Decorative Arts Co., Ltd.. Mansfield. 
jaw Miscellaneous, *W. Poskitt, Ltd., Castle- 
‘ord. 

London, EC.—Eight-storey building at 33-41, Old 
Broad-st., for Barclay’s Bank, Ltd. A: Ley, Colbeck 
& Ptnrs. (F), 51, Bishopsgate, EC2. *Galbraith 
Bros., Ltd., 61, Bartholomew-close, ECt. 

London, NW.—New offices and auction rooms at 
26-46. Lisson-gr. and 18, Hayes-pl., NW1. for Phil- 
lips, Son & Neale, auctioneers. A: J. E. Ralph, MC 
(A), 41, Russell-sq., WCl1. Llewellyn & 
Sons, Ltd., 79-85, Davies-st., W1, £200,000. 

London, SW.—Office building at 11-12, Charles II- 
st., Regent-st., SW1, for London Scottish Properties, 
Ltd., 58, Haymarket, Wl, to be used by United 
Atomic Energy Authority as headquarters. A: Tre- 
hearne & Norman, Preston & Ptnrs. (F), 83, Kings- 
way, WC2. and Leslie C. Norton, 4, St. George-st.. 
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WI. Consig. engr.: John Dewar, MlStructE. Qs: 
ve ore f. — Ne peg Greycoat- 
ae ; rollope olls, Ltd., Grea s 
WC2, £500,000 (approx.). ers 

London, SW.—New RC church of St. Gregory 
at site adjoining bomb-destroyed church at Garratt- 
la., Earlsfield, SW18, for Rev. D. E. Callan, Rector. 
A: L. H. Shatlock (F). *T. Peyton & Sons, 71, 
West Hill-rd., SW18, £34,429. 

Maidenhead.—Social centre and works canteen for 
British Ermeto Corpn., Hargrave-rd. A: F. W. 
Charity, Thirtle & Duke (F/A), 14, Howick-pl., 
SWI. QS: Wells & Walchi, F/FRICS, 28, Cork-st., 
Wl. *J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Highway Works, 
Maidenhead. 

Liverpool.—Erection of Avenue-rd. boys’ and girls’ 
RC sec. mod. sch. for RC authorities. *Wm. Tom- 
kinson & Sons, Ltd., 7/13, Gt. Newton-st., Liverpool. 

Malton.—Mod. sch. for North Riding EC. A: J. H. 
Napper (F), 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. QS: 
A. W. West, 32, Coney-st., York. *William Birch 
& Sons, Ltd., Spen-la., York, £147,149. 

Manchester.—Baking and catering premises for 
Shub Suncold Co. *Middlemiss Bros., Ltd., Stepney 
Bank, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Manchester.—Seven-storey office block at junction 
of Lloyd-st. and Queen-st. for Lloyd Street (Man- 
chester) Properties, Ltd. A: Cruickshank & Seward 
(F), 196, Deansgate, Manchester, 3. *J. Gerrard & 
Sons, Ltd., Swinton, £100,000 (est.). 

Manchester.—Family group house at Peel Hall for 
TC. “Direct labour. 

Mansfield.—40 flats at Ladybrook estate for BC. 
*H. _Baggaley, Ltd., Baums-la., £51,187. 

Middlesbrough.—New Salvation Army hall. A: J. 
Wilson Hays (F), Central chbrs., Wingate, Co. 
Durham. *J. W. Henderson & Co. (Stockton), Ltd., 
Church-rd., Stockton-on-Tees. 

Middlesbrough.—Alterations and additions to Kirby 
sec. grammar sch. A: Geo. Gray & Ptnrs. (F.), 
52, Camden-st., N. Shields. QS: J. W. Summers & 
Ptnrs., 33, Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. *R. H. 
Bailey & Son, Ltd., 15a, Denmark-st., Middles- 
brough, £84,372. 

Middlesex.—Extension of Twickenham Technical 
College for EC. *Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., 31, 
Sun-st., Finsbury-sq., EC2, £292,790. 

Morecambe.—New church and school at Torris- 
holme. A: Edgar Middleon (A), 1, Queen-st., Lan- 
caster. *A. Robinson & Sons (Morecambe), Ltd.. 
West End-rd., £16,300. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New Rutherford high school 
and swmming bath at West-rd. for EC. ‘*Harry 
Kindred (Newcastle), Ltd., £239,234. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Block of offices at West-rd. 
for National Union of General and Municipal 
Workers. *John Jackson & Sons, Corporation-st., 
£50,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—16 houses at Melville-gr. A: 
Marshall & Tweedy (A), 36, Blackett-st., Newcastle. 
*A. Potts, 289, Heaton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newport, Mon.—Old people’s home at Blackett- 
ave. for CBC. {tG. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., £56,460 
(subject to MoH&LG approval). 

Norfolk.—Works for EC: 2nd instalment of sec. 
mod. sch. at Watton. *W. Peeke Vout & Son, Ltd., 
Watton, £142,094; new hostel block at Wymondham 
College. *R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, £59,776. 

Northumberland.—Special school at Guide Post for 
educationally subnormal children for EC. County A: 
*R. Bowey & Son, Ltd., 34, Great North-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. £59,806. 

Norwich.—New sec. mod. sch., mew grammar sch. 
and swimming pool at junction Laundry-la. /Pound-la., 
Thorpe, for Norfolk EC. *Bush Builders (Norwich), 
Ltd., £169,724, £117,551 and £22,000 respectively. 

Nottingham.—Erection of Glapton infts. and jun. 
schs., Clifton, for City C. City E&S. *Rostance 
(Builders), Ltd. 

Oxford.—196 houses and 88 flats at Horspath-rd. 
site for City C: tJohn Laing & Son, Ltd., £426,757 
(negotiated tender). 

Prudhoe.—20 houses for staff at Prudhoe and 
Monckton mental hospital for Newcastle Regional’ 
Hospital Board. A: S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs. (F). 
*R. C. Williamson (Durham), Ltd., Station Works, 
Rowlands Gill, £45,777. 

Prudhoe.—New villa at Prudhoe and Monckton 
Hospital for Newcastle Regional Hospital Board. : 
S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs. (F), 9, Esplanade, Sunder- 
land. *Ralph Bowey & Son, Ltd., 34, Great North 
rd.. Newcastle-on-Tyne, £30,488. 

Redcar.—Main drainage scheme for TC Consg. 
engrs.: John Taylor & Sons, Artillery House, Artil- 
lery Row, SW1. +tNorwest Constructional Co., Ltd., 
Liverpool, £574,800. ate 

St. Albans.—Demolition of existing shops and 
erection of six new shops with maisonettes over for 
G. E. Gentle & Bros. A: E. G. Dodds and K. C. 
White, 45, Queen Anne-st., WI. QS: Richardson & 
Davis, 57, Queen Anne-st., W1. *Davies & Rentowl, 
Ltd.. 102a, Victoria-st., St. Albans, £29,759. 

Salford.—18 flats at Victoria-rd., six flats at Orient- 
rd. and six-flats at Lightoaks-rd., Pendleton, for T.C. 
*Direct labour, £38,667, £13,613 and £15,575. 

Salisbury.—34 dwellings at Bishopsdown_estate for 
City C. City E: *John Pritchard, 34, Chipper-la., 
£45,527. 

Sedgefield.—14 houses at Bishop Middleham and 
86 at Ferryhill for RDC. Plans by Housing A. 
*Direct labour. 

Skelmersdale.—41 dwellings at Manor House estate 


for TC. *James Gee, Wigan, £51,424. 

Skelton, Yorks.—New mod. sch. *R. E. Cryer, 
Ltd., Saltburn, £114,784. 

Skipton, Yorks.—16 ‘‘ Easiform”’ flats at Horse 


Close estate for UDC. *John Laing & Son, Ltd., 


Carlisle. 
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Smethwick.—158 houses at Kingsway estate for TC. 
*Eadie & Co. (Wolverhampton), Ltd., 29, Waterloo- 
rd., Wolverhampton. 
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South Shields.—New fitting shop for J. Readhead & 
Sons, Ltd., shipbuilders. A: L. J. Couves & Ptnrs., 
(F), Carliol ho., Newcastle. *Henderson Bros., 
Smith-st., South Shields. 

South Shields.—New Biddick Hall cty. jun. sch. 
for EC. A: J. Smeds (A), 29, King-st. QS: J. S. 
Glover, 13, Winchester-st. Constng. engrs: Cairns 
& Byles, Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. *Gordon 
Durham & Co., Ltd., East Boldon, Co. Durham, 
£81,894. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Factory of 20,000 sq. ft. at 
Stillington for British Refrasil Co., Ltd. *Coseley 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Dock Meadow Drive, Lanes- 


field, Wolverhampton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Additions to St. John’s C.E. 
sch. for EC. Boro’ A. *R. B. Bainbridge, joaeel 
tial-bldgs., High-st., Stockton-on-Tees, £10,280 

Stoke Newington.—20 flats at Listria-pk., 
rd. site for MBC. 
to loan sanction). 

Stretford.—New bulk storage sugar house at Park- 
rd. for Kellogg Co. of Great Britain, Ltd. *Direct 
labour. 

Surbiton.—Office block at Hook Rise for Crystal 
Products, Ltd. A: W. S. Hattrell & Ptnrs. (F), Han- 
over Ho., Hanover-sq., Wl. *Gee, Walker & Slater, 
Ltd... 100, Park-la., WI. 

Swinden.—12 unity flats at Walcot for BC. {Sir 
Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 171, Shaftesbury- 
ave., WC2, £12,458. 

Tunbridge Wells.—5S0 dwellings at Sherwood estate 
for BC. tGregory Housing, Ltd., 21, Farncombe- 
rd., Worthing, £68,673 (subject to Ministry approval). 

Uttoxeter.—36 houses at Cope’s Park Farm estate 





Manor- 
*Direct labour, £34,414 (subject 


for UDC. {O’Dair Bros., Ltd., Uttoxeter-rd., Tean, 
Stoke-on-Trent, £54,000 (subject to approval of 
MoH&LG). 


sch. for CBC. Boro’ A. 
Ete... Wellfield, Leyland, 


Wallasey.—Birket jun. 
*Leyland Construction Co., 
Lancs. 

Wallington, Surrey.—18 maisonettes at London-rd. 
for BC. Boro E&S: *Hawker Smith, Ltd., Erith, 
£31,148. 

Wallsend.—34 houses at Low Willington Farm 
estate for TC: *J. H. James, Archer-st., £44,821. 

Wallsend.—60 houses at Low Willington Farm 
estate for BC. *J. Armstrong, £66,361. 

Walsall.—16 maisonettes at Alfred-st., Bloxwich for 
CBC. tRock & Downes, Ltd., 115, Walsall-st., Ald- 
ridge, £35,838 (subject to MoH&LG approval). 

Washington (Durham).—55 houses nr. Heworth-rd. 
for UDC. *Direct labour. 

Wellington, Somt.—Dwellings at Priory site for 
UDC:—Four houses and eight flats, *C. J. Rowland 
(Builders), Ltd., £15,986; eight houses, *W. Follett, 
£14,129; 16 two-bedroomed flats, *Thomas Bros., 
£22,848; six houses and four flats, *H. Hill & Sons 
(Wellington), Ltd., £15,749; 28 Reema houses and 22 
Reema flats, *W. J. Pople & Sons, Ltd., Burnham-on- 
Sea, £69,679 (subject to MoH&LG approval). 
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Welshpool. i ig ig of Smithfield cattle mar. 
ket for BC. D. Mervyn Edwards & Moreton 
(C/A), 5, Le: deine St. $F. W. Davies & 
Co., Gobowen, £60,104. 

Welwyn Garden City.—New factory of 150,000 
sq. ft. with offices, laboratories etc., at Broadwater. 
rd. for Lincoln Electric Co., Ltd. A: Ronald Ward 
& Ptnrs. (F/A), 29, Chesham-pl., SW1.  *Taylor 
Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 10, Park-st., WI, 
£380,000. 

West Hartlepool.—New school. *George Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., Orchard-ho., Newcastle. 

West Hartlepool.—82 houses at Owton Manor 
estate for CBC. Boro’ A. *George Fordy & Son, 
Boathouse-la., Stockton-on-Tees (subject to Ministry 
approval). 

Wood Green.—18 flats at Albert-close ex 
*R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Belmont-ave., N17, £39,818, 

Woolwich.—18 houses and 48 flats at Sunbury-st, 
redevelopment area: *Direct labour. 

Worcestershire.—Sec. m sch., Upton-on-Severn, 
for CC. A: F. Gibberd (F), 8, Percy-st., Wi. & 
Oswald) A. Wainwright: *Thomas Broad, Lt., 
Graham Works, Great Malvern, £101,224. 
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